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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 








One manufacturer of pharmaceuticals advertises his faith 
in the ultimate success of the tripartite plan under the auspices 
of the N. A. R, D. by announcing that hereafter all retailers 
will be put upon the same basis as to prices and discounts. 


The druggists of Syracuse are determined to go into the 
ice business and harvest and cut their own ice, unless the ice 
companies meet their demand for lower prices for the coming 
season. The funny paragrapher may now be expected to revise 
his old jokes bearing on the druggist and the iceman. 


As will be observed, the new volume of the AMERICAN Druc- . 


Gist, which opens with this number, is distinguished by a new 
dress of type, new headings and a general refurbishment, all 





in the interest of the reader who appreciates good typography 
and a neat artistic make up. We have also made other changes 
to render the journal more valuable in every respect. 


It would seem from recent statements in the French medical 
journals that the horse has no longer anything to fear from 
the automobile, its future being assured in another direction. 
Whereas in 1892 only 17,000 horses were slaughtered in Paris 
for food, 30,000 were disposed of in 1902. A new “ hippopha- 
gic” slaughter house is to be established by the side of the 
regular establishment at Vaugirard. 


Radium remains the topic of the hour. Its wonderful quali- 
ties and still more marvelous possibilities are interesting not 
merely the scientist in his laboratory but “the man in the 
street ’—nay, the intelligent schoolboy stands ready to tell his 
father “all about” radium. Pharmacists, who are supposed 
by the public to be omniscient beings, know a good deal about 
radium from the articles that have been printed in the AMERI- 
CAN Druacist, and an interesting addition to this fund of 
information can be gleaned from the article by Dr. Tracy on an- 
other page in this number. 


Radium is so eagerly sought for by experimenters that the 
price of the substance is daily increasing, and while thirsting 
for new facts the scientific and popular imagination runs riot, 
and the revolution of scientific ideas and industrial conditions 
is freely promised as soon as the requisite amount of radium 
is procurable. The chemist will produce gold ad lib., the doc- 
tor will cure cancer, steam heaters and electric lights will be 
relegated to museums beside the oil lamps of our grandfathers, 
and the science of Lavoisier will be as effete and out of date 
as that of Paracelsus. Already it is proposed to communicate 
the radio-activity of the substance to normal salt solutions 
and utilize its active properties in the internal treatment of 
disease by means of a “radium water.” What next? 


French pharmacists appear to suffer as heavily from the 
evil of price cutting as their American confréres. The Lorette 
plan is the French equivalent of our Miles plan. Under its 
operation the manufacturers of certain proprietary remedies 
fix a minimum price for the sale of their products at retail, 
which price is also thé wholesale price. Retailers who live up 
to their contract with the manufacturers not to sell below the 
established price are allowed a rebate, “ premium,” or com- 
mission, upon the amount of goods sold. The arrangement has 
successfully stood the test of the courts, it being established in 
a recent case that under French law manufacturers have the 
right to dispose of their goods under such special contracts 
as they can make with the buyers. Thus does the N. A. R. D. 
idea gain headway in a foreign land. 


Does it take one who knows all about moral cowardice to 
detect moral cowardice in others? Dr. W. J. Robinson, who 
edits The Medico-Pharmaceutical Critic and Guide, should be 
asked to print the name of “the professor of the New York 
College of Pharmacy ” who, he says, charges the pharmaceutical] 
press with being “ the most cowardly press in the world.” We 
would also suggest to Dr. Robinson the advisability of making 
public the names of the “various pharmaceutical journals” 
which were “afraid to offend present or prospective adver- 
tisers”’ by an exposure of frauds and humbugs in the patent 
nostrum business. The whole would make interesting and 
profitable reading if accompanied by a good character certificate 
for the “ professor,” signed by, say, ten pharmacists who were 
thoroughly familiar with the said “ professor’s ” work. 
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THE SYNTHESIS OF FOODS. 

As far back as 1894 considerable speculation was indulged 
in regarding the practical application of the recent discoveries 
in synthetic chemistry to economic purposes. At that time 
it seemed there was a possibility that we might eventually 
become independent of the farmer, who would, like Othello, 
“ find his occupation gone.” The brilliant Berthelot even went 
so far as to forecast the possibility of an era in which agricul- 
ture will be unnecessary, and the fields, which are now dis- 
figured by the tillers of the soil, will all be gardens and parks. 
In this halcyon era water will be obtained from holes in the 
earth three or four miles deep and will reach the surface at 
such a high temperature that it can be used as a source of 
energy and furnish the necessary heat to operate stills, enabling 
us to use distilled water for all culinary and drinking pur- 
In that distant time food will be prepared by synthesis 
only and furnished free from all germs or microbes. The 
necessity for slaughtering animals for dietary purposes will be 
done away with, and man will develop into a gentler and 
wholly beneficent being who will take his meals from a pill box. 

In an admirable address before the Association for the 
Advancement of Science at the St. Louis meeting on December 
28, Ira Remsen, the retiring president of the association, re- 
viewed the accomplishments and possibilities of chemistry 
and shattered this iridescent dream. In the light of the re- 
sults so far obtained it does not appear probable to him that 
chemists will ever be able to provide a method for the artificial 
preparation of food stuffs. Some of the substances which are 
of value as food have already been prepared synthetically on 
a small scale, but for the most part the synthical processes 
employed have involved the use of substances which are them- 
selves the products of natural processes. Thus the fats can 
be made, but the substances from which they are produced 
are generally obtained from nature and are not themselves 
synthetical products. Emil Fischer has, to be sure, made very 
small quantities of sugars of different kinds, but the task of 
building up a sugar from the raw material furnished by na- 
ture—that is, carbonic acid and water—presents such difficul- 
ties that it may be said to be practically impossible. 

The difficulties which present themselves in the synthesis 
of starch and the proteids are even greater than in the case 
of sugar. There is not a suggestion of a possibility of making 
a starch artificially, and the same is true of the proteid. It is 
true, however, that Emil Fischer after achieving remarkable 
successes in the sugar group and in the uric acid group, is now 
advancing upon the proteids. It is said that at the beginning 
of his career Fischer marked out for himself the solution of 
three great problems—viz.: The determination of the constitu- 
tion of uric acid, of the sugars and of the proteids. Two of 
these problems he has solved. It is to be hoped that he will 
be equally as successful with the third, but even should he be 
able to make a proteid, the problem of the artificial prepara- 
tion of food stuffs will still not have been solved, and, in fact, 
Professor Remsen says it will scarcely have been affected. 

We may therefore abandon the dream of Berthelot as be- 
ing wholly beyond the scope of achievement; but there are still 
left sufficiently vast and important problems for chemistry in 
the direction of improved agricultural processes and of dis- 
covering new sources and methods for obtaining and conveying 
to the soil those elements which are exhausted from it by 
plant growth, and the replacing of which come to be a matter 
of greater and greater importance with the increase in the 
’ density of the world’s population. 


poses. 
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MAKE HASTE SLOWLY. 


The result of the efforts which are being put forth to im- 
prove trade conditions among retail pharmacists demonstrates 
most clearly the wisdom of the policy which has been pursued 
of making haste slowly. The all important factor in the sit- 
uation is to secure as a primary basis for action some 
form of agreement among the various interests concerned. The 
question of what particular schedule is to be adopted is rela- 
tively a matter of minor importance so long as the general 
principle of agreement between the aggressive cutters and 
the bulk of the retail trade is acknowledged and put into prac- 
tical operation. When once this has been effected, the schedule 
of rates may and generally can be gradually increased to a 
point which is fairly satisfactory to the bulk of the retail trade. 
The reports of conditions in various large centers where this 
policy has been put into effect, as in Philadelphia and in Boston, 
indicate the chances of success of this policy. 

As will be seen by reference to our news columns, strenu- 
ous efforts are being put forth by the proprietary interests and 
by the retailers, working conjointly, in San Francisco, to bring 
about a substantial agreement on a schedule of minimum prices. 
The question of agreement is the really vital question, and it is 
to be hoped that the local retailers interested will not demand 
a schedule of prices which it will be impracticable to enforce. 
It is far better to have even a very low minimum schedule 
which is uniformly regarded than to risk a break in an effort 
to bring about the enforcement of a marked advance in the min- 
imum price at the beginning. As we understand the condi- 
tions in San Francisco, and we have recent and accurate infor- 
mation, the most aggressive cutters there have indicated a will- 
ingness to adhere to a schedule of rates which is not less than 
20 per cent. below the regular retail price. There surely should 
be no difficulty raised on the part of the retailers on the Pacific 
Coast in accepting such a schedule as a beginning. It is cer- 
tainly a much better schedvle than we could hope to inaugurate 
in New York City, and in the interest of the entire drug trade, 
we earnestly hope that the retail druggists of San Francisco 
will follow the precedent set on this side of the continent, and 
be content to make haste slowly in the matter of a minimum 
schedule of rates. 


THE NAVY PHARIIACIST. 


The rapid growth of the navy requiring additional men and 
officers has been met by an increase in the number of enlisted 
men, by discontinuing the practice of drafting officers of the 
Marine Corps from among the graduates of Annapolis and 
thus making all Annapolis graduates available as naval offi- 
cers, by increasing the number of cadets at Annapolis from 300 
to 1,200, and now it is proposed that the last step in this pro- 
gramme of increase be taken by adding 25 to the number of 
warrant pharmacists in the service. This is so clearly in line 
with the general tenor of the plans of the Administration that 
we see no reason why the bill should fail to become a law, save 
only that it may die through the lack of warm personal inter- 
est in its enactment. This it is the province of the entire drug 
trade of the country to prevent, and we earnestly urge each of 
our readers to write at once to his Congressman, to his Senator 
and to some one member of the Naval Committee of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives, urging the passage of the 
measure as an act of tardy justice to the pharmacist and of 
needed relief to the naval service. 
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[Written for the American Druggist.] 
RADIUM, 

By SAMUEL G. Tracy, B.Sc., M.D., 
New York. 

The scientific and medical world is now deeply interested 
in this new, rare and wonderful substance known as radium. 
As yet radium has not been isolated as a metal, but is produced 
as a chemical, either as a bromide or chloride. It is obtained 
from pitchblende, a comparatively rare ore. Up to the present 
time it has been found in small quantities in Bohemia, Saxony, 
Caldwell (England), and Colorado and Texas in the United 
States. Over 100 years ago Klaproth, a German chemist, sepa- 
rated uranium from pitchblende, and its salts have been used 
in medicine and the arts ever since. However, it remained for 
Becquerel, a noted French chemist, to discover that uranium 
had certain properties similar to the X-ray. In 1896 he left a 


Photograph taken by Induced 


photographic plate (upon the top of which rested a key) ex- 
posed for several days to uranium. When he developed the 
plate he found the shadow of the key. It appears the uranium 
sent out certain radiations which decomposed the silver salts 
on the photographic plate, which had been protected from the 
ordinary light. The rays are now called Becquerel’s rays. 
Following along this line of experimentation come the investiga- 
tions of Professor Pierre and Madame Curie, of Paris. In making 
a photographic experiment with the Becquerel rays, using a 
superior specimen of the ore pitchblende as an excitant, they 
found that the radio-activity of it was four times as great as 
any preparation of uranium they had previously used. In 
making this estimate, they took uranium for a standard. 
Hence they concluded there must be some other substance in 
the pitchblende other than uranium. Their surmise was event- 
ually verified, for, after two years of painstaking experimenta- 
tion, they first (in 1898) discovered polonium, a radio-active 
substance named in honor of the native country (Poland) of 
Madame Curie. In 1899 radium was discovered, but in exceed- 
ingly minute quantities. In fact, it has been said that radium 
is as rare in pitchblende as gold is in sea water; for it takes 
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one ton of pitchblende to supply one grain of radium. From 
the above data one can realize that radium is a very rare and 
expensive substance. Chemically pure radium is now manu- 
factured by the Societe Centrale de Paris at $600 a grain, or 
$4,000,000 a pound. The German preparation is just as active 
and sold for somewhat a less price. 


PHYSICAL PROPERTIES. 

Professor Curie states that radium has a radio-activity one 
million times greater than uranium, and emits the same 
number of Becquerel rays at 300 degrees below zero as it does 
in the ordinary temperature. Upon experimenting he found 
that radium maintains its own temperature of from two to 
three degrees Fahrenheit above the surrounding air. This is 
equal to stating that radium gives off sufficient heat to melt 
its own weight of ice every hour. The remarkable phenomenon 


~ 


Radioactivity. 


about this is that this evolution of heat ts going on constantly, 
without any apparent source, and for an indefinite period, 
leaving the radium, at the end of several months’ use, as potent 
as it was in the beginning. Even after long periods of activity, 
radium shows no microscopical, spectroscopical or chemical 
change; in fact, the weight remains the same. 

Radium has some of the properties of the X-rays, and emits 
three forms of rays. They are described by Sir William Crooks 
as (1) those identical with the “kathode” rays, (2) rays of 
true atoms, positively electrified, (3) rays which are very pene- 
trating and thought to be identical with the Roentgen rays. 
The first and third groups act strongly on platino-barium-cyan- 
ide, and some other substances, causing them to become 
strongly fluorescent. 


PHYSIOLOGICAL PROPERTIES. 


It has been found that radium rays have a powerful physio- 
logical effect. If a glass tube containing radium is left in the 
vest pocket for an hour a slight dermatitis appears, followed 
in ten days or two weeks by a burn. If the radium tube is 
kept next to the skin or in the pocket for several hours, it will 











4 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


produce a burn; but its full physiological effect will not be felt 
for a fortnight. In the latter case an ulceration may occur 
which may take from several weeks to several months to heal. 

If the tube of radium is attached to the back of a mouse, it 
will die in 24 hours, and if radium is inserted beneath the skin, 
it will result fatally in a much shorter time. 


USE OF RADIUM IN MEDICINE. 


It has been proved to the satisfaction of medical men who 
have been testing salts of radium that their radiations have a 
positive effect on diseased tissues, and even at this early stage 
of experimentation, it certainly looks as though their use were 
indicated in lupus and other forms of tuberculosis, rodent ulcer, 
superficial cancer, and some cases of deep cancer, in chronic 
skin diseases, atrophy of the optic nerve, and blindness from 
other causes. Deep seated cancers have not, as a rule, been 
treated successfully by the X-rays. In radium rays it seems 





THE DISCOVERERS OF RADIUM. 
BY OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENT. 


In spite of all that has been said and written about the new 
element, the discoverers of radium are but little known to the 
general public. 

M. HENRI BECQUEREL 


is the grandson of one of the originators of electro-chemistry, 
and the son of a distinguished savant. He is professor of physi- 
cal science at the Museum of Natural History (popularly 
known as the Jardin des Plantes), and also at the Polytechnic 
School, Paris, where military and civil engineers are trained. 

It was in 1896 that M. Becquerel discovered that uranium 
and its compounds emit mysterious effulgences which have some 
of the properties of the X-rays of Réntgen. He had, it is said, 
placed some salts of uranium on a photographic plate to test 
the effects of the sun’s rays, but the day was overcast and the 





The Royal Society’s Presentation of the Davy Medal to M. and Madame Curie. 


as though we had a new agent, which is more likely to give 
better results in some of the cases which have heretofore been 
considered incurable. In treating these deep seated affections 
the radium rays can be applied locally or through their emana- 
tions to the seat of the disease, thus having a distinct advan- 
tage over the X-rays. 


The Hygienic Virtues of Perfumes. 


A contemporary claims that natural perfumes have a spe- 
cial health value. Thus violets are soothing to the nerves, and 
eau de cologne the desideratum for faintness. Cedar or rose- 
wood essence is invaluable for run down and feverish condi- 
tions; lily of the valley serves a like purpose; lavender is a 
soother, and thyme a strong tonic. Special attention is drawn 
to the antiseptic importance of perfumes, the writer declaring 
that no better protection against fevers, influenzas or any other 
epidemic could possibly be found than a bottle of pure scent. 
These are points not usually made by those who sell perfumes, 
but would undoubtedly be a stimulus to the sales if the fair sex 
could be made to properly appreciate the hints, and the scent 
trade would receive a boom it most certainly requires. 


plate was replaced in a drawer. On examining it some time 
afterwards he found a picture as clear as sunlight could have 
produced. 

The “ Becquerel rays” naturally excited much interest in 
the scientific world of Paris. Among those who specially de- 
voted themselves to the study of the subject were the professor 
of physical science at the Paris Municipal School of Industrial 
Physics and Chemistry and his Polish wife. 


THE CURIES. 


Pierre Curie was born in 1859, and has passed practically 
all his life in Paris. He is the younger brother of Paul Jacques 
Curie, who was, if we remember rightly, some time preparator 
at the Paris Superior School of Pharmacy. The two brothers 
collaborated in 1889 in a work on the Electric Dilation of 
Quartz. 

It was in 1895 that Pierre Curie married Mademoiselle 
Marie Sklodowska, whom he had met in the class rooms of the 
Sorbonne (the Paris Faculty of Sciences), where she was 
studying physical science. A native of Warsaw, she belongs to 
a medical family. The photo of M. and Mme. Curie, which 
illustrates these notes, was taken recently in his laboratory— 
THEIR laboratory, we should say. for, as might have been ex- 
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pected of a couple of such congenial tastes, they have worked 
and studied together from the earliest months of their mar- 
riage. Between the school on the Mont. St. Génévieve (the 
“ Mont.” has ever been the center of learning in Paris), the 
quiet little home in the remotest quarter of Paris, and the 
“Pp. C. N.” branch laboratory in the Rue Cuvier, the professor 
passed his seemingly. tranquil life, his scanty leisure bright- 
ened by his little daughter, now a fiaxen-haired damsel of 
six summers. The chief event seemed to be the appointment of 
Madame Curie, in 1900, to the post of professor of physics at 
the Normal School of Sévres (a high school for women). 

But almost from 
the wedding day a 
long silent struggle 
was going forward. 
Both of modest 
means, and engaged 
in particularly ex- 
pensive and impor- 
tant experiments, 
progress had to be 
regulated rather by 
the purse than by 
their own industry 
and intelligence. 
They examined car- 
notite, chacolite and 
finally the now 
world renowned 
pitchblende—then a 
“waste product” of 
the mines of Joa- 
chimsthal, Bohemia, 
which belong to the 
Austrian Govern- 
ment. In this last 
named. polonium 
was first found, and 
afterwards (in 
1898) radium, by 
chemical analysis of 
the radio-activity of 
the matters exam- 
ined. A ton of 
pitchblende gives a 
few kilos of radifer- 
ous barium bromide, 
from which radium 
is extracted—a bout 
one-third of an 
ounce of radium be- 
ing the final result! 
HONORS AND RE- 

WARDS 
then rained on the 
modest professor 
and his talented 
wife. The French 
Academy of Sciences 
had already shownits 
interest in their work, having awarded (in 1902) a sum of $4,000 
as endowment of their researches. The Royal Society of London 
bestowed the Davy medal, a high scientific distinction given to 
men like Berthelot and Friedel, van t’Hoff and Henri Moissan. 
One of our illustrations represents the function, which M. Curie 
crossed the Channel specially to attend. It will be noticed that 
he is alone, the society’s rules forbidding the presence of his 
wife. (The Royal Society dates from the days of Charles II, 
when possibly this rule had its reasons. The mace shown in 
the foreground was the gift of the “ Merry Monarch ”—this 
contrast of old traditions and modern progress is charmingly 
characteristic of London.) Next came the announcement that 
the Nobel prize for physical science was to be divided between 
M. Becquerel and M. and Mme. Curie. It will be remembered 





M. and Madame Curie in Their Laboratory. 
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that Nobel, the dynamite king, left a huge sum to be annually 
distributed to the pioneers of science and literature; each prize 
(chemistry, physics, etc.) is worth $40,000. M. Becquerel at- 
tended the prize distribution at Stockholm (an imposing cere- 
mony, at which the King of Sweden was present) ; but M. and 
Mme. Curie were represented by the French Ambassador. 

A chair of physical science is to be founded at the Sorbonne 
for M. Curie’s special benefit; and it is likely that his import- 
ant services to science will be recognized by the French Gov- 
ernment in the leisurely manner which characterizes official 
decisions. It is to be hoped that at least a sufficient and well 
equipped laboratory 
will be placed at his 
disposal without fur- 
ther delay. His idea 
is to group around 
him a body of pupils 
and direct their re 
searches while con- 
ducting his own. 

THE PROPERTIES OF 
RADIUM 
were thus sum- 
marized by M. Curie 
in a recent inter- 

view: 

“Radium rays 
affect photographic 
plates in a very brief 
period. 

“This action can 
be produced even 
through a screen. 

“ Bodies are more 
or less transparent, 
but none are entirely 
opaque to radium. 

“Radium rays 
cause phosphores- 
cence of many 
bodies; alkaline and 
alkalinoterrous 
salts; organic mat- 
ters, skin, glass, pa- 
per, uranium salts, 
etc. Diamonds are 
particularly sensible. 

“They render the 
air which they trav- 
erse a conductor of 
electricity, and 
nether reflect or re- 
fract. 

“Radium rays 
cause various chem- 
ical effects. They 
have the same effect 
as light on the sub- 
stances employed in 
photography. They 
turn the glass brown or violet, alkaline salts blue, green, yel- 
low or violet. Under their action paraffin, paper and celluloid 
become yellow, paper becomes brittle, and ordinary phosphor- 
us is changed into red phosphorus.” 

A Curious Test for Broken Bones. 

A curious test for broken bones is by placing a stethoscope 
one side of the supposed fracture, and a tuning fork the other. 
When the latter is vibrated, and there is no breakage, the sound 
will be heard distinctly through bone and stethoscope. Should 
any doubt exist, comparison should be made with the same bone 
on the other side of the body. This test shows the difference 
in the power of conducting sound possessed by bone and soft 
tissue. 
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LETTERS FROM A RETIRED DRUGGIST 
TO HIS NEPHEW. 
From Can A. DENSsIS, A RETIRED Drvuaeist, or CINCINNATI, O., Wo 


Has Mave 4 ForTuNE Our OF DENSIS’ WONDERFUL ASTHMA CURE, 
To His NEPHEW IN WHEELING, W. VA. 


(With Apologies to Mr. Lorimer and his Mr. Graham.) 








My Dear John:— I am glad to hear that you like the drug 
store and that the manager has put you to attending the cigar 
case on Saturday afternoons and evenings. By the way, that 
isn’t such a bad idea for a drug store not doing enough cigar 
business to require a special attendant, but in which business 
picks up considerably upon Saturday—that is, of course, pro- 
viding the boy has sense enough to know a Havana Perfecto 
from a Wheeling Stogie when he has been shown it once and 
has been taught something about the cigar business. 

You see, the selling of cigars is not always just as easy as 
it looks. Of course, there are a certain number of customers 
who come in and ask for a particular brand, and all you have 
to do is to hand them out. That’s what I call automatic selling, 
for a machine could do it just as well, and frequently even 
better than the clerk, for a phonograph attachment might be 
hitched on to murmur, “Thank you,” after each sale, and 
that’s more than some clerks seem able to do. But not more 
than one-fourth of the cigars are sold in that manner, and in 
the remainder of the cases it is the man behind the counter 
who has much to do with the selection, usually according to 
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certain specifications laid down by the purchaser, and right 
there and then is where you want to know your business, be- 
cause if you don’t you are going to fall and fall pretty hard, 
and perhaps get a severe calling down from some customer who 
knows your business better than you do, but no better than 
you ought. I’ll admit that some would-be sport is liable to 
come along and ask you for a clear Havana filler, Sumatra 
wrapper, Conchas Extra shape, who wouldn’t know an article 
of that description from one made of autumn leaves and broken 
promises and built the shape of a base ball bat, but what I want 
you to understand is that it is not very likely that you can tell 
that man from the expert if they are both strangers, and that, 
therefore, you can’t afford to take any chances, for while a 
cigar may be a cigar to the president of the W. C. T. U., 
people’s tastes differ, and a man has a right to have what he 
asks for when he is paying for it. 


KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED TO SELL CIGARS. 


It may have just begun to dawn upon you that there is 
considerable more to this cigar business than you thought there 
was. Well, you can just bet there is, and what I want you to 


do is to learn all you can about cigars, so that you can wait 
upon your customers intelligently, for that is what you want to 
learn, not only about cigars, but about everything else in the 








drug store which yields profits to the boss and incidentally 
helps pay your wages. 

Now, I haven’t time to write you all about the different 
parts of the cigar—as the wrapper, binder and filler, onr of the 
kinds of tobacco that are used, or the shapes in which they are 
made, how they are marked as to colors, and how they should 
be kept in condition, and, therefore, will suggest that you ask 
questions from the clerks in the store, the manager and the 
cigar drummer, until you have learned all that you desire, 
and your desire for knowledge about your business should be 
just as great as your desire is for meal times to come around, 
and I expect that that is pretty large. 


NEVER SMOKE IN THE STORE. 


While we are speaking about tobacco it is well to remember 
that it’s not necessary for you to either chew or smoke, but if 
you do either of these things, then keep your habits outside the 
store and never bring them into it. You will also find that you 
can express your thoughts as forcibly as may be necessary 
without swearing, and for that and several other reasons you 
had better not pick up the habit, or if you have done so, then 
drop it. 

Of course, it’s mighty consoling sometimes to the manager 
to swear a little, but you wait until you get to be a manager 
and then swear if you want to, for I don’t expect you will have 
any trouble finding enough to swear about. 


BE HONEST AND KEEP ON BEING HONEST. 


And now that we are sort of going down the line I want to 
say a word in regard to honesty—not that I think it is neces- 
sary, but just because I sort of feel as though I was in the 
preaching business. You can’t be too honest or too truthful, 
for if you can’t make a living and provide a few of the luxuries 
without hitting the cash drawer you are in the wrong business 
and had better get out—and a nickel taken now and then just 
simply makes it easy to grab a dollar after a while, and so far 
as I am concerned, I don’t see any difference between stealing 
a dollar off the average druggist and a hundred thousand from 
Rockefeller. One will miss the loss just about as much as the 
other, and neither can afford such losses every day. 

You not only want to be honest, but you want to be careful 
about keeping so. 

I once had a boy working for me who, on his way home one 
night, had a customer pay him five cents for a cigar he had 
bought that afternoon. Well, the boy naturally put the money 
down into his pocket, intending to put it in the drawer next 
morning, but after he had gone to bed he began to think about 
it and became so afraid that he might forget it that he got up, 
sealed the nickel in an envelope and laid it beside his hat. The 
next morning he came to the store, carrying the envelope with 
the nickel safely inside. Now, that’s what I call being care- 
fully honest, for there wasn’t any danger of that boy’s getting 
that nickel mixed up with his own spare change and sort of 
thinking that it was his own. For, while it may seem funny, 
still it’s a fact that to keep honest is sometimes the hardest 
work of all. Yours truly, 

Can A. DENSIS. 


The Poisonous Action of Plants Upon Each Other. 


A curious account is given in the Gardeners’ Chronicle 
(Phar. Jour.) of the assumed harm done to peach trees by the 
juxtaposition of Humea elegans, a plant that exhales a power- 
ful odor resembling that of Russia leather. In a peach house, 
in which a few plants of Humea were placed, a comparative 
burning or withering of the young leaves took place within 
twenty-four hours, and in many cases followed by the falling 
of the leaves. Repetition of the experiment was followed by 
exactly the same results. 

If this result be confirmed by scientific observers, it opens 
quite a new line of investigation. Although it is well known 
that some plants are inimical to the life of others, or at all 
events to their vigorous growth, this has generally been at- 
tributed rather to the stronger growing plant starving the 
weaker than to exhalations or excretions proving injurious. 
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AN AMERICAN PHARMACIST IN JAPAN. 
By CHARLES P. GOEHRIG, PH.G. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Yokohama, Japan, October 24, 1903. 


This is a delightful country, full of the most exquisite 
charm, of the most novel customs, and the most courteous 
people, and abounding with delightful surprises at every turn 
_fér the leisurely traveler from the Occident. 

On alighting at the railway station, I found no baggage 
express wagon, but instead uniformed porters, one of whom 
grasped my two hand satchels and numerous bundles of various 
shapes and sizes, and conveyed them to the waiting room. As 
a fee I handed him a 20-sen piece, equal in value to about 10 
cents. Shaking his hand he held up two fingers, whereupon 
I handed him another 20-sen piece, only to elicit more, and more 
violent, gesticulation and jabbering from him. Being the only 
foreigner at the station I was soon the center of a mob of 
Japanese having fun at my expense, until a policeman put in 
an appearance and gently and courteously pointed out a sign, 
printed in both English and Japanese, stating that the fee for 
porter service is 2 sen (or 1 cent), and that the porters are not 
allowed to receive any more under penalty of immediate dis- 
missal. Hence all the difficulty between myself and my hard 
worked porter, whom it seems I 
was about to outrageously pay by 
giving him 10 cents. Can you, 
back in America, imagine any 
such incident occurring in any of 
our own railroad stations? 

DOMESTIC SERVICE. 


And you housekeepers, who 
are called upon at frequently re- 
curring periods to wrestle with 
the problem of domestic service, 
how would it strike you to be 
able to purchase outright at a 
price of 100 to 200 sen ($50 to 
$100) each the daintiest girls and 
most perfect servants in the 
world; faithful, intelligent, in- 
dustrious and artistic to their 
finger tips? How I wished that 
the conventionalities, and our 
laws, would permit me to bring 
back two of these delightful serv- 
ants with me, if only to show 
what perfect household service is. 
But should I succeed in bringing 
them over I know that in the at- 
mosphere of free America they 
would soon assert their freedom 
and become as unmanageable and 
as exorbitant in their demands 
as any of the Bridgets, Fridas or 
Gretchens whom we now have to 
struggle with. 

Aside from the purely esthetic 
aspects, the country has much of 
interest to ‘Americans, though the 
prospects of trade for American 
manufacturers of pharmaceuti- 
cals and chemicals seem to be not 
the most brilliant. The difficulty 
is that American manufacturers 
are not exact in complying with 
the Government standards, which 
are closely defined, and which are 
most rigidly applied on all im- 
portant drugs and chemicals. Not 
long since a shipment of acetic 
acid from America was rejected 
on account of being 4/100 of 1 
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per cent. below the required strength. Unfortunately, American 
chemicals have frequently been rejected, a result that is dis- 
couraging alike to the American exporter and the Japanese 
importer. Should American manufacturers fully realize the 
fact that the standards set up by the Government are rigidly 
adhered to, they would save themselves much expense and an- 
noyance, for they would then not ship goods that did not fully 
comply with the required standards in every respect. In marked 
contrast to the care exercised in the supervision of imported 
chemicals is the laxity of supervision of the quality of goods 
manufactured here in Japan. 


THE GOVERNMENT INSPECTION. 


The Government inspects all drugs and chemicals imported, 
and places on inspected goods a stamp, which is accepted every- 
where as being a sufficient guarantee of quality. The name of 
the manufacturer is of no consequence, the Government stamp 
is everything. Goods not bearing this stamp are in reality “a 
drug on the market.” Since this stamp plays so important a 
part in the drug business of Japan, I have, after going through 
endless red tape, and only through the kind assistance of friends 
in the Imperial Army, obtained one of the stamps from the 
Superintendent of the Imperial Laboratory of Osaka, and send 
it to you herewith. As you will see, the stamp is in two colors, 
being printed in rose, surcharged with black, on white paper. 
The stamp bears the serial number of the package, the date 
of the inspection, the quantity and the name of the drug. In 
this way the Government guarantees the quality of the goods 
sold to the purchaser, and at a very small cost to the manu- 
facturer, the charge being 50 cents, or one yen, for every 10 
packages. Absolutely everything is imported in large containers 
and repacked and rebottled in smaller containers under the 
supervision of the inspectors. The manufacturer may, of 
course, enter his goods under his own label and in his own 
original packages, but in this case he will be obliged to submit 
each individual package to analysis in order to secure the 
Government indorsement, which, as I have above indicated, 
is absolutely necessary. 


THE GOVERNMENT INSPECTION LABORATORIES. 


I had an opportunity to inspect the laboratories both in 
Yokohama and in Tokio, and to observe closely the great care 
exercised in the supervision of this work. The largest of 
these laboratories is, however, at Osaka, which town is really 
the commercial metropolis of the empire. In Osaka the labora- 
tory is located in the center of the district occupied by whole- 
sale druggists, of whom there are quite a large number, though 
they are not of the kind familiar to us in the United States. 
In the laboratories at Yokéhama and Tokio, I found many 
chemicals, the labels of which did not give the name of any 
manufacturer, but the majority of the chemicals could be traced 
to either English or German origin. Germany also supplies 
all the apparatus and scales used for assaying purposes, and 
I noticed throughout, to my chagrin, the general absence of 
chemical and pharmaceutical products of American origin. 


PROPRIETARY GOODS. 


Many obstacles are placed in the way of the entry into 
Japan of proprietary goods of foreign manufacture, and unless 
the manufacturers have their special local representatives, these 
restrictions amount practically to prohibition. First of all, 
the manufacturer must secure a special permit from the Gov- 
ernment before his goods will be allowed entry. Second, In 
order to protect his trademark rights, it is necesary that they 
be registered here, and since the Japanese Government does 
not allow trademarks to be issued to foreign concerns, they 
must be used in the name of the local agent or manufacturer, 
and should the local agent turn out to be irresponsible 
the actual owner has no redress. Thirdly, preparations will 
not be registered unless they bear a formula giving the in- 
gredients (and this formula must be a genuine one), and more- 
over, if the preparations contain any active ingredient, even 
such ingredients as senna, etc., their entry is prohibited. Cod 
liver oil preparations, however, are exempt from the restric- 
tions named above, since they are classified as food products, 
and not as drugs. 





BORN SUBSTITUTORS. 


Even then the proprietor’s troubles are not over, for the 
Japanese are the greatest imitators I have ever come across, 
or rather they have the habit of attempting to “ Japanese” 
everything. Anything and everything is imitated, though in the 
majority of cases with comparatively poor success. 

Another difficulty which faces a manufacturer of proprietary 
preparations is the necessity for printing his advertising litera- 
ture in the Japanese language. I have never seen any people 
so much averse to reading matter printed in language other 
than their own, even where they have a knowledge of the 
language. In fact, advertising matter to be of any value must 
be in the Japanese language. 

It is, moreover, necessary to address all mail matter in 
Japanese characters whenever intended for places outside of 
the treaty ports, and even in these it is not safe to depend 
upon the delivery of mail addressed in Latin or German char- 
acters, except to the commercial houses. I have been told by 
very good authority that unless the printed matter is sent in 
bulk to reliable houses here, and readdressed in Japanese char- 
acters, the majority of it hardly ever leaves the office. 

IN THE RETAIL STORES. 

The sales, even in the large, retail drug stores, are in very 
small lots, and I found on visiting the Japanese stores, both 
here and in Tokio, that the principal sales were in quantities 
of no greater value than 2 sen or 1 cent. Ointments are dished 
out by the 2 sen worth in clam shells as containers. Spanish 
saffern is carefully wrapped up and sold in the same quantity. 
Court plaster, principally of domestic manufacture, is very 
much in demand, the average quantity being half a sen’s worth. 
Curiously enough, this plaster is looked upon as an excellent 
headache remedy. A little square is cut off and placed along- 
side the eye. At first I could not understand why every second 
woman I met bore this decoration on her temple, but on asking 
was informed it was a court plaster being worn for the cure of 
headache. 

European dealers have not covered the interior of the coun- 
try, and, in fact, so far as I could iearn, only one drug house, 
and that a German house, has worked the trade up here to any 
extent. I do not know that there is much opportunity for Am- 
ericans to secure any of this trade, but it would seem that with 
so large and so densely populated a country there should be 
some opening for American products in the line of pharmaceu- 
ticals and druggists’ sundries. Whatever is done, however, 
must be done through local representatives here and not from 
foreign soil, as the Government places all contracts with 
Japanese firms, which, however, may be acting as sub-agents 
for foreign houses. 

At the present time, commerce is much unsettled here, with 
the exception of the export of raw silk, for Japan has uot yet 
entirely recovered from the effects of the war with China, and 
this talk of war with Russia hangs like a dark cloud over all 
business transactions, 


A New Inhalation Apparatus. 

The accompanying sketch illustrates an apparatus invented 
by Dr. M. Saenger, and manufactured by Otto Gentsch, Magde- 
burg, Germany, for the vaporization of aromatic substances or 
the conversion of liquids into vapors for the purposes of medi- 
cal application. 


The apparatus consists of a boiler A, a glass 
reservoir B, two narrow tubes 
€ and D, and a short tube E. 
The points of C and D are sit- 
uated in such a manner, that 
the steam produced in A 
issuing through C and passing 
at the muzzle of D effects a 
partial vacuum in B, and 
carries along with it through 

- its sucking power, so to speak, 
the medical vapor therein generated; the air of the sick room 
thus becomes impregnated. A stream of fresh air continually 
passes through B (entering through E and issuing through D), 
and gets into a very close contact with the medicament. The 
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NORWEGIAN CODLIVER OIL.’ 


Pure codliver oil has for some time been a scarce article in 
the world’s markets, owing largely to the many admixtures and 
adulterations used by the unscrupulous and careless manu- 
facturers. 

The best Norwegian oil is extracted from the fat livers of 
the cod in the early part of the winter fisheries in the Lofoten 
Islands. The livers at this time, in January, February, and a 
part of March, are, as a rule, light colored, plump, and very 
rich in oil, which is extracted, after careful sorting of the livers, 
with simple machinery, by steam. The product is as clear as 
crystal, nearly tasteless, and without smell. 

The islands present many advantages over other places for 
the production of strictly pure oil. The shoals of fish seek 
the shore for spawning purposes and the banks are so near 
land that the boats sometimes land two catches in one day; 
consequently, the livers are, except when stormy weather inter- 
feres, received fresh at the factories daily. The average 
annual catch of cod in the islands is 30,000,000. Unlike other 
districts in the country, the cod at this time of the year is about 
the only kind of fish caught, so there is less opportunity for 
mixing the livers from cod with those from inferior fish, such 
as coalfish or pollock, ling, haddock, tusk, and others. Oil from 
these contain less fat, the color of the oil is darker, and its 
medicinal properties are of less value. Oil from these and other 
inferior fish may be bleached by exposure to the sun in glass 
coverings and by various chemical processes. 

Experiments have been made in this country for manufac- 
turing codliver oil on board ships located among the fishing 
fleet in the open sea, but it has been found that the ship’s 
motion had a detrimental effect on the oil thus produced. 
Establishments on shore, in places where unmixed cod livers 
can be obtained fresh every day, are found to be the best. The 
livers have to be carefully cleaned, and only those of the right 
color selected for medicinal oil. 

The year 1903 was an exceptional one as regards the Nor- 
wegian winter cod fisheries. In ordinary years the shoals of 
fish arrive in the beginning of January, but this year no fish 
whatever appeared before the middle or first part of March, 
and they were then found to be in such poor condition that only 
a very insignificant quantity of oil was produced—only 3000 
barrels against 30,000 barrels in ordinary years. The quality 
of the 1903 output was also, as a rule, poor. It is estimated 
that in ordinary years the livers of 4500 cod are required to 
produce a barrel of 30 gallons, or 100 kg., of medicinal oil, 
while 40,000 livers were required the present year (1903) to 
produce the same quantity. 

Prices for the best quality of medicinal oil, f.o.b. Chris- 
tiania, have for the last three years been as follows: In 1901, 
56 kroner ($15) per barrel; 1902, 130 kroner ($34.80) per 
barrel; 1903, 400 kroner ($107.20) per barrel—all in wood 
covered tin barrels of 30 gallons, price including barrel. 

The most reliable manufacturers of the product in Norway 
complain of being unable to compete in prices with other manu- 
facturers, who are said to be less scrupulous in the production 
of the goods. The medicinal oil bought from here ought to 
pass from the factory in Norway to the importer in America, 
bottled and in sealed packages, under guaranty that the oil was 
made only from Norwegian cod livers. 

Codliver oil can be properly tested as to purity by chemical 
analysis only. Where large quantities of oil of inferior grade 
are added, it can be detected by experienced people Without any 
scientific test, simply by the difference in taste and color. If the 
admixture consists of an oil of fish nearly related to the genuine 
article, it will, of course, make the ascertainment of its presence 
more difficult than if oil of an altogether different kind is added. 
Coalfish oil is the nearest thing to pure codliver oil, and is there- 
tore the one mostly used as an admixture. If chemicals are 
used, their presence is easily detected by a scientific test. 

Congiderable apprehension is felt that the conditions ruling 
the Lofoten fisheries in 1903 will also make themselves felt in 
1904. According to recent newspaper reports the Greenland seal 





1 From United States Consul Bordewich, Christiania, Norway. 
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has again appeared in great numbers in the bays of Finmarken. 
Before 1903 these animals were never found near the Norwegian 
coasts in numbers, but that year they came in large shoals as 
early as January, and the fishermen believe, contrary to the 
views of scientific people, that they were the cause of keeping 
the cod so long away from its customary spawning places. 

It is generally believed that the Norwegian winter cod is the 
very same species of fish as appears and is caught on the banks 
of Newfoundland, but it is different from the common cod 
caught at all seasons of the year. The first small shoals of 
winter cod arrive the latter part of December on the banks 
along the coast as far south as Bergen; the larger shoals arrive 
later. The Lofoten fisheries terminate the latter part of April, 
and the fish gradually work farther north and last appear in 
great numbers on the banks at Finmarken as late as June, after 
which time they disappear till next season. 

One large British wholesale drug house has for years man- 
aged its own codliver oil factory in the Lofoten Islands. The 
pliant was established some 10 years ago; it is managed by an 
Englishman, who stays up there only about three months every 
year during the fishing season. 


THE MASTER-WORD. 


A Lay Sermon by Prof. Wm. Osler. 


An address delivered by Prof. William Osler, of Johns Hop- 
kins University, Baltimore, to the medical students of the Uni- 
versity of Toronto, on the occasion of the opening of the 
new laboratories of the Medical Faculty, on October 1, con- 
tains a great deal of practical wisdom, and many beautiful 
statements of truth, all as fully capable of application by 
pharmacists or students of pharmacy as by physicians or stu- 
dents of medicine. Some portions of Professor Osler’s address 
recall an article written by Prof. John Uri Lloyd for the 
AMERICAN Druaeist in 1901, under the title, The Art of Rec- 
reating. Professor Osler advises medical students to seek men- 
tal recreation in the reading of good literature, just as Pro- 
fessor Lloyd advised pharmacy’ students similarly. That Pro- 
fessor Osler is well qualified to give advice of this kind is 
greatly evident throughout his address. Literary references are 
numerous, the names of authors being given in some instances, 
but in others the reader is left to trace the reference for him- 
self, as in the following paragraph, where Professor Osler be- 
trays his familiarity with George Meredith’s “ A Reading of 
Life: ” 


Another potent cause of worry is an idolatry by which many of you 
will be sore let and hindered. he mistress of your studies should be 
the heavenly Aphrodite, the motherless daughter of Uranus. Give her 
your whole heart, and she will be your protectress and friend. A jeal- 
ous creature brooking no second, if she finds you trifling and ——— 
with her rival, the younger, earthly Aphrodite, daughter of Zeus an 
Dione, she will whistle you off and let you down the wind, to be a prey, 
perhaps to the examiners, certainly to the worm regret. In plainer 
language, put your affections in cold storage for a few years, and you 
will take them out ripened, perhaps a bit mellow, but certainly less 
subject to those frequent changes which perplex so many young men. 
Only a grand passion, an all-absorbing devotion to the elder goddess, 
can save those with a congenial tendency to philandering, those flighty 
Lydgates who sport with Celia and Dorothea, and upon whom the 
judgment ultimately falls in a basil-plant of a wife like Rosamond. 


THE NEED OF HEALTHFUL CHANGE OF THOUGHT. 


As to the need of intellectual recreation, Professor Osler 
says: “Professional work of any sort tends to narrow the 
mind, to limit the point of view, and to put a hall mark on a 
man of a most unmistakable kind. On the one hand, are the 
intense, ardent natures, absorbed in their studies, and quickly 
losing interest in everything but their profession, while other 
faculties and interests rust in them unused. On the other 
hand, are the bovine brethren, who think of nothing but the 
treadmill and the corn. From very different causes, the one 
from concentration, the other from apathy, both are apt to 
neglect those outside studies that widen the sympathies and 
help a man to get the best there is out of life. 

“ Like art, medicine is an exacting mistress, and in the pur- 
suit of one of the scientific branches—sometimes, too, in prac- 
tice—not a portion of a man’s spirit may be left free for other 
distractions, but this does not often happen. On account of 
the intimate personal nature of his work the doctor, perhaps 
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more than any other man, needs that higher education of 
which Plato speaks, ‘that education in virtue from youth up- 
ward which enables a man eagerly to pursue the ideal perfec- 
tion.’ It is not for all nor can all attain to it, but there is com- 
fort and help in the pursuit even though the end is never 
reached. For a large majority the daily round and the com- 
mon task furnish more than enough to satisfy their hearts’ 
desire, and there seems no room left for anything else, Like 
the good, easy man whom Milton scores in the Areopag- 
itica, whose religion was a ‘traffic so entangled that of all 
mysteries he could not skill to keep a stock going upon that 
trade,’ and handed it over with all the locks and keys to ‘a 
divine of note and estimation,’ so it is with many of us in the 
matter of this higher education. No longer intrinsic, wrought 
in us and ingrained, it has become in Milton’s phrase, a ‘ di- 
vidual movable,’ handed over to the daily press or to the hap- 
hazard instruction of the pulpit, the platform, or the maga- 
zines. Like a good many other things, it comes in a better 
and more enduring form if not too consciously sought. 


CULTIVATE A TASTE FOR LITERATURE, 


“The all-important thing is to get a relish for the good 
company of the race in a daily intercourse with some of the 
great minds of all ages. Now in the springtime of life, pick 
your intimates among them and begin a systematic cultivation 
of their works. Many of you will need a strong leaven to 
raise you above the level of the dough, in which it will be your 
lot to labor. Uncongenial surroundings, an ever-present dis- 
sonance between the aspirations within and the actualities 
without, the oppressive discord of human society of which we 
have to see so much, the bitter tragedies of life, the lachryme 
rerum beside the hidden springs of which we sit in sad despair 
—all these tend to foster in some natures a cynicism quite for- 
eign to our vocation and to which this inner education offers the 
best antidote. 

START A BEDSIDE LIBRARY. 

“Personal contact with men of high purpose and charac- 
ter will help a man to make a start, to have the desire at least, 
but in its fullness this culture—for that word best expresses 
it—has to be wrought out by each one for himself. Start at 
once a bedside library, and spend the last half hour of the day 
in communion with the saints of humanity. There are great 
lessons to be learned from Job and from David, from Isaiah 
and St. Paul. Taught by Shakespeare, you may take your in- 
tellectual and moral measure with singular precision. Learn 
to love Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius. Should you be so for- 
tunate as to be born a Platonist, Jowett will introduce you to 
the great master through whom alone we can think in certain 
levels, and whose perpetual modernness startles and delights. 
Montaigne will teach you moderation in all things, and to be 
‘sealed of his tribe’ is a special privilege. We have in the pro- 
fession only a few great literary heroes of the first rank, the 
friendship and counsel of two of whom you cannot too earnest- 
ly seek. Sir Thomas Browne's Religio Medici should be your 
pocket companion, while from the Breakfast Table series of 
Oliver Wendell Holmes you can glean a philosophy of life pe- 
culiarly suited to the needs of a physician. There are at least 
a dozen or more works which would be helpful in getting that 
wisdom which only comes to those who earnestly seek it. 


THE THREE GREAT LESSONS OF LIFE. 


“A conscientious pursuit of Plato’s ideal perfection may 
teach you the three great lessons of life. You may learn to 
consume your own smoke. The atmosphere of life is darkened 
by the murmurings and whimperings of men and women over . 
the non-essentials—the trifles that are inevitably incident to 
the hurly-burly of the day’s routine. Things cannot always go 
your way. Learn to accept in silence these minor aggravations ; 
cultivate the gift of taciturnity and consume your own smoke 
with an extra draught of hard work, so that those about you 
may not be annoyed with the dust and soot of your com- 
plaints. More than any other man, the practitioner of medi- 
cine may illustrate the second great lesson, that we are here 
not to get all we can out of life for ourselves, but to try to 
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make the lives of others happier. Fully one-third of 
the work you do will be entered in other books than yours. 
Courage and cheerfulness will not only carry you over the 
rough places of life, but will enable you to bring comfort and 
help to the weak hearted, and will comfort you in the sad hours 
when, like Uncle Toby, you have ‘to whistle that you may not 
weep.’ 

“ And the third great lesson you may learn is the hardest of 
all—that the law of the higher life is only fulfilled by love or 
charity. Many a physician whose daily work is a daily round 
of beneficence will say hard things and will think hard thoughts 
of a colleague. No sin will so easily beset you as uncharitable- 
ness toward your brother practitioners. So strong is the per- 
sonal element in the practice of medicine, and so many are the 
wagging tongues in every parish, that evil speaking, lying and 
slandering find a shining mark in the lapses and mistakes 
which are inevitable in our work. The opportunities are nu- 
merous, but there is no real reason for discord and disagree- 
ment, and the only way to avoid trouble is to have two plain 
rules. From the day you begin practice never under any cir- 
cumstances listen to a tale told to the detriment of a brother 
practitioner. And when any dispute or trouble does arise, go 
frankly ere sunset and talk the matter over, in which way you 
may gain a brother and a friend.” 


THE SECRET OF THE MASTER-WORD 


was disclosed by Professor Osler at an earlier stage in his 
address than it has been placed here. The secret of life, as he 
had seen the game played and as he had tried to play it him- 
self, was introduced in the following manner: 

“You remember in one of the Jungle Stories that when 
Mowgli wished to be avenged on the villagers, he could only 
get the help of Hathi and his sons by sending them the master- 
vord. This I propose to give you in the hope—yes, in the full 
assurance—that some of you at least will lay hold upon it to 
your profit. Though a little one, the master-word looms large 
in meaning. It is the open sesame to every portal, the great 
equalizer in the world, the true philosopher’s stone which trans- 
mutes all the base metal of humanity into gold. The stupid 
man among you it will make bright, the bright man brilliant, 
and the brilliant student steady. With the magic word in your 
heart all things are possible, and without it all study is vanity 
and vexation. The miracles of life are with it; the blind see 
by touch, the deaf hear with eyes, the dumb speak with fingers. 
To the youth it brings hope, to the middle aged confidence, to 
the aged repose. True balm of hurt minds, in its presence the 
heart of the sorrowful is lightened and consoled. It is directly 
responsible for all advances in medicine during the past twen- 
ty-five centuries. Laying hold upon it Hippocrates made ob- 
servation and science the warp and woof of our art. Galen so 
read its meaning that fifteen centuries stopped thinking and 
slept until awakened by the De Fabrica of Vesalius, which is 
the very incarnation of the master-word. With its inspiration 
Harvey gave an impulse to a larger circulation than he wot 
of, an impulse which we feel to-day. Hunter sounded all its 
heights and depths, and stands out in our history as one of 
the great exemplars of its virtues. With it Virchow smote the 
rock and the waters of progress gushed out; while in the hands 
of Pasteur it proved a very talisman to open to us a new 
heaven in medicine and a new earth in surgery. Not only has 
it been the touchstone of progress, but it is the measure of suc- 
cess in everyday life. Not a man before you but is beholden 
to it for his position here, while he who addresses you has that 
honor directly in consequence of having had it graven on his 
heart when he was as you are to-day. And 


THE MASTER-WORD IS WORK— 


a little one, as I have said, but fraught with momentous se- 
quences if you can but write it on the tables of your heart and 
bind it upon your foreheads. But there is a serious difficulty 
in getting you to understand the paramount importance of the 
work habit as part of your organization. You are not far 


from the Tom Sawyer stage with its philosophy ‘that work 
consists of whatever a body is obliged to do, and that play 





For most of 
us it means a hard battle; the few take to it naturally; the 
many prefer idleness and never learn to love to labor. 


consists of whatever a body is not obliged to do.’ 


HARD THINGS SAID OF THE WORK-HABIT. 


“A great many hard things may be said of the work-habit. 
Listen to this—says Robert Louis Stevenson: 


Look at one of your industrious fellows for a moment, I beseech 
you. He sows hurry and reaps indigestion; he puts a vast deal of 
activity out to interest, and receives a large measure of nervous de- 
rangement in return. Either he absents himself free from all fellow- 
ship and lives a recluse in a garret, with carpet slippers and a leaden 
inkpot ; or he comes among people swiftly and bitterly, in a contraction 
cf his whole nervous system, to discharge some temper before he re- 
turns to work. I do not care how much or how well he works, this 
fellow is an evil feature in other people's lives. 


A WARNING AGAINST WORRY. 


“ These are the sentiments of an overworked, dejected man; 
let me quote the motto of his saner moments: ‘ To travel hope- 
fully is better than to arrive, and the true success is to labor.’ 
If you wish to learn of the miseries of scholars in order to 
avoid them read Part I, Section II, Member 3, Subsection XV, 
of that immortal work, the Anatomy of Melancholy, and I 
am here to warn you against these evils, and to entreat you to 
form good habits in your student days.” 

Professor Osler denies that work, legitimate work, has any- 
thing to do with ill health, either of mind or body. But he 
warns students against worry, saying: “It is that foul fiend 
Worry who is responsible for a large majority of the cases [of 
mental and physical breakdown]. The more carefully one 
looks into the causes of nervous breakdown in students, the less 
important is work, per se, as a factor. There are a few cases 
of genuine overwork, but they are not common.” 


SELECTIONS FRO? THE FORMULARY OF THE PHAR- 
MACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF ANTWERP. 
Dionine Syrup. 
Dionine, 1; distilled water, 19; simple syrup, 1,980. Mix. 
Jaborandi Syrup. 
Tincture of jaborandi, 1; simple syrup, 19. Mix. 
Convallaria Syrup. 

Extract of convallaria, 1; distilled water, 4; simple syrup, 

95. Dissolve the extract in the water and mix. 
Codeine Phosphate Syrup. 

Codeine phosphate, 3; distilled water, 17; simple syrup, 980. 

Dissolve the codeine in the water and mix with the syrup. 
Licorice Syrup. 

Incised licgrice root, 4; dilute solution of ammonia, 1; water, 
20. Mix and macerate for twelve hours at 15 degrees to 20 
degrees C. with frequent agitation; press, heat the liquid to 
boiling, then evaporate to two parts on the water-bath; add al- 
cohol, two parts, allow to stand for twelve hours, then filter. 
Add to the filtrate enough simple syrup to bring the final 
weight to 20. 

Maize Stigma Syrup. 
Extract of maize stigmas, 1; distilled water, 4;simple syrup, 
95. Dissolve the extract in the water, filter, and add the 
\ 
syrup. 
Ammonium Valerianate Solution, Pserlot’s. 

Ammonium valerianate, 2; alcoholic extract of valerian, 1; 

distilled water, 47. 
Kola Tincture. 

Powdered kola nuts, 1; alcohol (60 per cent.), 5; macerate 
for six days, press, and filter. 

Bidet’s Liquid Vesicant (Francois’ Formula). 

Tincture of cantharides, tincture of rosemary, chloroform, 


equal parts. 
Peptone Wine. 


Dried peptone, 1; Malaga wine, 19. Dissolve without heat 
and filter after standing for several days. 


1.Concluded from p. 362, December 28. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





Wismol, a Substitute for Iodoform.—According to the 
Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, for November 5, 1903, wismol, 
an odorless substitute for iodoform, is an alkaline magnesia- 
bismuth, which readily parts with its oxygen. It is prepared 
by Buchlos, in Frankfort-on-the-Main, and occurs as a fine 
white powder, permanent in the light, odorless and tasteless. 
It is used as an antiseptic powder like iodoform. 


Formula for Rubber Adhesive Plaster.—C. S. N. Hallberg 
proposes the following as a good formula for a rubber adhesive 
plaster: 'Twenty grammes of rubber cut in small pieces are 
heated to a temperature not exceeding 150 degrees C., and 
melted, and then the same weight of petrolatum is added, the 
heat being continued until the rubber is thoroughly dissolved. 
Tke mixture is then incorporated with 960 grammes of lead- 
plaster by heating until it is fluid; stirring, and allowing to 
cool. 

Dangerous Hypnotics.—Sulphonal, according to a writer 
in The Hospital, may cause drowsiness, headache and ataxic 
gait, collapse with rapid and weak pulse, and even death; while 
trional has been found to produce anorexia, vomiting, constipa- 
tion and hematoporphyrinuria, and in some cases collapse and 
death. Paraldehyde has such a pungent, disagreeable taste 
that a habit is not easily established, but cases have been 
recorded showing that its prolonged use produces mental and 
physical deterioration similar to that which results from 
chronic alcoholism. 


Aluminum-Potassium Permanganate.—Butte (Pharma- 
ceutische Centralhalle, November 12, 1903) speaks of a new 
preparation of potassium permanganate which is obtained by 
mixing finely powdered potassium permanganate with gelat- 
inous aluminum, the latter being prépared by the decomposi- 
tion of a solution of alum by means of potassium carbonate. 
This mixture is used as a dressing in skin diseases, being al- 
lowed to act for 20 minutes, and washed off with tar soap, 
ichthyol soap, etc., in the treatment of psoriasis, etc. This 
mixture of potassium permanganate, in combination with water- 
glass, gives a varnish that has been found valuable in skin dis- 
eases, 


White Balsam of Peru.—Biltz (Chemiker Zeitung, quoted 
in Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, November 5, 1903) describes 
the new form of balsam of Peru made by the Helfenberg 
works. If the balsam is allowed to flow, under constant stirring, 
into absolute alcohol, a white pasty substance is separated, 
which, after proper purification and drying, becomes very 
friable. It is easily soluble in benzol, acetic ether and chloro- 
form ; insoluble in alcohol, ether and water. It cannot be crys- 
tallized, and its melting point varies between 120 and 130 de- 
grees C. On shaking the balsam, freed from alcohol and dis- 
solved in ether, with a 5 per cent. sodium carbonate solution, 
cinnamic acid was obtained. On prolonged extraction a wax- 
like, sticky mass. was isolated which erystallized from alcoholic 
solutions in the form of white needles and melted at 260 de- 
grees C. A white balsam of Peru was also mentioned in a re- 
cent report of Gehe & Co. 


A New and Sensitive Method of Detecting Arsenic.— 
Gautier (Comptes Rendus de Vv Académie des Sciences, July 20 
and 27, 1903) describes the following method, which is intended 
for the detection of very small amounts of arsenic. It is said 
to detect one thousandth of a milligramme of arsenic in 100 
Gm. of organic or animal material. The method requires the 
use of reagents, such as water, zinc, etc., that may contain 
traces of arsenic, and Gautier found that in spite of the puri- 
fication of these substances they introduced one-half or three- 
quarters of a thousandth of a milligramme of arsenic per hun- 
dred grammes of material. The method is not applicable in 
substances rich in chlorides, as salted meat, as some of the 
arsenic is lost in the form of chloride and some as iron sulpho- 











arseniate. The new method is simple and very exact. It is 
based upon the fact that in becoming oxydized and precipitated 
iron carries with it any arsenic which may happen to be in the 
same solution. The reagent is prepared as follows: 100 Gm. 
of commercial ferrous sulphate are dissolved in 500 Gm. of 
distilled water, and 25 Gm. of pure sulphuric acid. This solu- 
tion is treated with hydrogen sulphide, boiled, and the ferrous 
salt is oxidized while hot by the addition of 28 Gm. of pure 
nitric acid. Solution of ammonia is added to precipitate ferric 
hydrate. The latter is washed and redissolved in the cold 
with pure dilute sulphuric acid. This ferric sulphate contains 
very appreciable traces of arsenic, which are removed by means 
of zinc shavings and boiling. The salt is again oxidized by 
means of a slight excess of ammonia, which redissolves the zinc 
oxide. The precipitate is washed and cold dilute sulphuric 
acid is added to the ferric hydrate. One hundred Cc. of this 
reagent containing 30 Gm. of Fe,0, per liter gave Gautier a 
ring corresponding to one-half thousandth of a milligramme. 

Distilled water, which contains very small traces of arsenic, 
may be purified as follows: A liter of the water is boiled after 
the addition 5 Cc. of the iron solution described above. On 
cooling a few drops of solution of ammonia are added, and 
after boiling for a few seconds the liquid is filtered. The fil- 
trate is evaporated in the presence of nitric and sulphuric acid 
and is heated until the nitric acid goes away. Then it is 
diluted with water and poured into Marsh’s apparatus, where 
it will not show a trace of arsenic. Two liters of this water 
are mixed with two one thousandths of a milligramme of 
arsenic (in sodium arseniate) and 5 Cc. of the reagent, and 
the mixture is boiled. It is then made alkaline by the addition 
of a few drops of solution of ammonia, the precipitate collected 
and redissolved with a little dilute sulphuric acid, and the 
sulphate thus formed is poured into a Marsh apparatus, where 
the original amount of arsenic is entirely recovered. This 
method is applicable to the analysis of water as well as to the 
research of arsenic in tissues. In the latter instance the or- 
ganic material is first destroyed in the usual way with nitro- 
sulphuric acid. 


Indian Aconite.—Of the Indian aconites classed as toxic, all 
have been provisionally ‘grouped by Wall under the name of 
A. ferox. The variety spicatum is considered by Wall as the 
principal source of the aconite of Nepaul (commercial A. 
Napellus). In 1897, however, Dunstan identified the variety 
known as crassicaulis as the A. Napellus of commerce. The 
identification of the roots of commerce*is indeed, as yet, un- 
certain. The variety laciniatum, which also has a long root, is 
probably mixed with the variety spicatum in the aconites of 
Nepaul. The former, according to Wall, is probably the aconite 
which gave the alkaloid that was discovered by Dunstan, the 
chemical properties of which did not correspond exactly to 
those of pseudoaconitine. It is improbable, however, that this 
root is mixed in the aconite from Nepaul, inasmuch as the pro- 
fessionals who gather it have absolutely no difficulty in recog- 
nizing it. Even in the eyes of a European the numerous round 
cicatrices which are seen on this root give it a characteristic 
aspect. The atrox has a long root which is directed down- 
ward, It presents, on horizontal section, a series of horseshoe 
shaped bundles of vascular fibers around a core. The variety 
polyschizum is similar to the variety atrox, but has a single 
layer of these fibers. A curious thing is that Stapf, who studied 
the aconites at Kew, did not find A. Napellus among those 
from India, and asserts that this plant does not grow at all 
in that country. In France, Goris has studied the various 
roots and has established a relation between the varieties and 
the contents in alkaloids. Some years ago the aconites were 
divided into various kinds, according to their source. The 
French, the German and the English aconitines all vary in 
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their physiological action, and these aconitines should be now 
studied in the light of a comparison of the varieties of aconite 


that are used in their manufacture. Thus, for example, the 
English aconitines are almost all made from A. ferox of India. 
Some of the alkaloids contained in the various aconites differ 
considerably in their physiological action from true aconitine. 
Thus, atisine is devoid of any physiological action; lappaconi- 
tine at first induces convulsions, later paralyses of the respi- 
ratory muscles and of the vessels, and at the same time depresses 
the heart and lowers the blood pressure. Septentrionaline does 
not produce any toxic symptoms when administered by mouth, 
but when it is given subcutaneously or injected into the veins 
it paralyzes the terminals of the nerves and causes death by 
paralysis of the respiratory muscles, following upon the pa- 
ralysis of the extremities. Cynotixine, according to Lewin, is 
a convulsive poison. Lycaconitine and myoctonine (Dragen- 
dorff) are, according to Jacobowsky and Seamonowitz, poisons 
which are analogous to curare. 


STOCK CARDS.' 


By WILLIAM MITTLEBACH, 
Boonville, Mo. 


Some clear, well defined system of keeping a record of pur- 
chases is worth any merchant’s time that is used in keeping the 
same. Fer the past eighteen months I have kept such a record 
by a system of cards, using one, in nearly all cases, for each ar- 
ticle. Immediately after receiving a lot of goods, and having 
verified the bill, I enter each and every item on its respective 
card. The first entry is the date of purchase, the next from 
whom purchased—using the initials of the firm—then the quan- 
tity, then the brand, then the size of package, then the price 
per ounce, pound, dozen, or in whatever way it is bought, and 
any other information desired about the article, as for instance. 





Sodium Salicylate. 


Date From Qu. Lb. 
May 1, 1903 M. B. 1 Ib. M.C. 'W. 50 
“ 15, 1903 M. loa P.& W. 48 


Every time you enter an additional purchase on your card 
you have before you the price paid at the last time, and can 
thus keep yourself thoroughly posted. You can at a glance 
observe the state of the market and detect any errors that may 
possibly have been made by the parties from whom purchased. 
You will see the total quantity of purchases of certain articles 
during a specified time, and will thus be in a position to know 
if it would be wise to buy the same in larger quantities, and 
take advantage of any special discounts offered. You have a 
memoranda of the special brand of the article last bought. 
Often it happens that the busy pharmacist neglects to observe 
the brand of a certain chemical or medicine, the last of which 
has just been dispensed and the container cleaned of all labels 
and marks. The preparation may have been just the brand 
wanted or not wanted again, and to obtain the desired informa- 
tion from the invoice—the only record generally kept—is often 
an endless task. At such a time this stock card is of great help. 

I divide my stock into four classes, arranging the cards in 
alphabetical order in each: Patents of all kinds are arranged in 
one class ; drugs and chemicals in a second; druggists’ sundries 
in another; and paints the fourth. For the heading of each 
card I use the most common name by which an article is known. 
The card is thus most quickly found. Cigars and soaps can be 
grouped in such a way as to use one card for a 5-cent article, 
and another for 10-cent articles. This would in practice be all 
the record wanted for such things. 

It is wonderful how infatuated you become in this work. I 
use the same system in keeping track of my laboratory products, 
such as tinctures, syrups, elixirs, proprietary goods, etc. Every 
preparation made is entered upon its card, showing date of man- 
ufacture, quantity and the cost. The cards may be kept in a 
drawer or box, of the right size, and at such a place where you 
can readily get atit. If your business is large enough, use each 
during one or two years, then file away and start another set. 


1 Read at the 1903 meeting of the Missouri Pharmaceutical Associa- 
on. 








"4 From the semi-annual report of Schimmel & Co., October, 1903. 
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For the ordinary small business, however, some or most of the 
cards will do for any number of years, filing away those only 
that have been filled. 


THE PERFUME OF VANILLA.' 


It is well known that the vanilla fruit, in the state in which 
it is gathered, dees not in the least possess the characteristic 
odor of vanilla. It only acquires this odor by suitable treat- 
ment. H. Lecomte (Jour. de Pharm. et Chim., 17, 1903, 341) 
has now studied the conditions which bring about the forma- 
tion of yanillin, which imparts the wonderful perfume to the 
fruit. According to the researches of the above named scientist, 
there exist in the vanilla plant two ferments, which differ in a 
marked degree from each other in their functions. The one, an 
oxydase, is present in the individual organs of the plant, such 
as the leaves, shoots and their aqueous extracts, in the green 
and ripe fruit which has not yet been worked up, and in the 
prepared commercial fruit. Lecomte detected it in these or- 
gans of plants of different origin, by means of G. Bertrand’s 
reactions. At the same time, the presence of manganese salts 
was observed in all products, which renders it not impossible 
that they stand in some relation to the above named ferment. 
The second ferment is contained in the sap of the vanilla, and 
produces as a hydrasting ferment (in the manner of diastase 
bringing about the conversion of starch into grape sugar) the 
formation of a substance which shows the same reactions as 
those which have always been met with in the vanilla plant. 

With regard to the mechanical treatment of vanilla, it 
would appear in the first instance as if it counteracted the 
function of the ferment. It consists, as is well known, of the 
immersion of the fruit during 20 seconds in water of 85 degrees 
C., a manipulation which might bring about the destruction of 
the ferment. But the author has convinced himself that a tem- 
perature of about 50 degrees, such as the interior of the fruit 
probably only reaches during the short duration of the process, 
really promotes the function of the oxydase. 

Both ferments, the oxydase as well as the one possessing 
the hydrolytic action, appear to be necessary for the formation 
of vanillin in the plant, and their action may possibly be ex- 
plained thus: During the preparation the coniferin produced by 
the plant is split up into glucose and coniferyl alcohol. This 
process would explain also the constant occurrence of grape 
sugar in vanilla. The oxydase would then oxidize the coni- 
feryl alcohol into vanillin. 


A New Source of Copal. 


The current issue of the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute 
contains a note on a new source of copal resin obtained from 
the tonka bean tree (Dipteryg odorata.) According to Messrs. 
Heckel and Schlagdenhauffen, the leaves, stem and fruit of 
this tree contain a large number of cells in which the resin is 
secreted. The fruits contain on an average about 16 per cent. 
of this material, and from preliminary investigations it has 
been found that its solubilities in various liquids, its melting 
point and its color reactions with mineral acids are in good 
agreement with those given by Manila copal. These investiga- 
tions are regarded by the authors as sufficiently promising to 
warramt their inaugurating a series of incision experiments 
with the stems of well developed trees, in the hope of obtain- 
ing a commercial supply of the resin. 


New Pharmaceutical Journals. 


The Chemico-Pharmaceutical Society of Portugal has started 
the publication of a new journal, Revista Chimico-Pharma- 
ceutica, which it claims to be independent and solicitous only 
for the general interests of chemists and druggists in Portugal. 

The Quarterly Journal of Practical Pharmacy is the name 
of a new publication to be issued this year by the Council of 
the German Apothekerverein, of which H. Salzmann and W. 
Wobbe are to be the editors. 
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Queries and Answers 
We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters 





To Render Pills Insoluble in the Stomach, but Soluble 
in the Intestines.—G. W.—The whole subject of pill coating 
with keratin, to insure that pills intended to act only in the 
alkaline secretions of the intestines should not be disintegrated 
in the acid gastric juice, has been treated very ably and con- 
cisely by Yvon, whose paper in the Bulletin de la. Société Phar- 
maceutique de Lyon is abstracted in the Year-Book of the Brit- 
ish Pharmaceutical Conference for 1903. Pills containing salts 
of metals, alum, creosote, acids or tannin should be coated with 
an acetic acid keratin solution. Those containing alkalies, 
soap, bile, metallic sulphides, or digestive ferments, should be 
treated with an ammoniacal keratin solution. For certain 
neutral bodies, such as naphthalin, either the acid or alkaline 
solution may be employed. The acid solution of keratin is 
made by digesting keratin, 7, in acid acetic (50 per cent.), 100, 
for 24 hours in a gentle heat, then straining through glass 
wool. The alkaline keratin solution is obtained by dissolving 
with gentle heat, and frequent agitation, keratin, 7; in solution 
of ammonia (10 per cent.), 50; alcohol (90 per cent.), 50; final- 
ly straining through cotton wool. To avoid any faults in the 
coating the pills must be perfectly dry, and not massed with 
any vegetable powder wiich will swell in the presence of moist- 
ure. The best excipient is one composed of beeswax, 1; cacao 
butter, 9; and sufficient inert powder, such as kaolin, charcoal, 
or French chalk. After rolling, they should first be coated with 
cacao butter, then burnished by rolling in a little powdered 
graphite. They are then to be fixed on needles, and dipped in 
the suitable keratin solution. Generally ten such immersions 
will be necessary to insure perfect coating. The coating is suf- 
ficient when a pill containing one grain of calcium sulphide, 
coated as a test, gives rise to no sulphurous eructation one hour 
after it has been swallowed. : 

The following varnish answers all the purposes of keratin 
and is much less troublesome to apply: Salol, 4; tannin, 1; 
ether, 20. Coat the pills evenly with this and dry. 


Yerba-Mate.—L. N.—An illustrated article on Maté con- 
taining a fairly full account of its properties and uses was 
printed in the AMERIcAN Drucaist for February 1, 1901, but we 
have no objection to reprinting the essential portion of that ar- 
ticle just now, in view of the revival of interest in the drug. 

Maté forms the daily beverage of millions of inhabitants of 
the southern half of South America—viz.: Uruguay, Paraguay, 
the Argentine Republic, Chili and parts of Brazil and Bolivia. 
It is imbibed early in the morning, after the noon siesta, and 
often also in the evening by all classes of inhabitants, the bev- 
erage being to the South American what coffee or tea is to our 
own citizens or to the European. It is drunk as a hot infusion 
through a metal tube, but it can also be taken in the same way 
as tea or coffee with milk or sugar. The tree from which maté 
is derived is a species of Ilex (Ilex paraguaensis DeC., or Iler 
Maté, St. Hill.). Properly speaking, it is derived from four 
species, which are, however, very closely related, and which are 
distinguished by the natives as cad-guazu, cad-mini, cad-nu 
and cad-chiri. The two first named probably furnish all the 
maté or yerba, as it is called, which now comes to market. This 
word yerba (Portuguese herva, from the Latin herba, herb) 
is merely a translation of the native word cad. Guazi means 
great, and mi or mini small. 

The Paraguayan maté or yerba tree (cad-guazu) when seen 
from a distance presents the appearance of a moderate sized 
orange tree, though it is thinner and more slender. It may at- 
tain a hight of 36 feet; usually, however, it is only about 12 to 
24 feet in hight, particularly in forests, which are visited by the 
collectors (yerbateros). The dark green, glassy leaves are 
about 3 inches long, lanceolate, having their greatest diameter 
at about two-thirds their length reckoned from their base, den- 
tate, and bear upon their upper surface a mass of small warts 





or blisters which contain a resinous substance. The small white 
flowers have 4 petals and 4 stamens: they are clustered in form 
of grapes and are developed in round capsular fruits, varying 
in size from a pepper berry to a pea. When ripe they have a 
dark violet color. The tree flowers in Paraguay during Octo- 
ber and November, and the seeds ripen during April and May. 
The leaves are gathered from January to August. 


Elixir of Glycerophosphates.—B. and A.—We printed a 
formula for this elixir a little over a year ago. It called for the 
following ingredients: 


Calcium glycerophosphate ................... . 128 
Sodium glycerophosphate .................00 a 64 
REINO 2h 5 05h ac dala 4s Siuldaledevdacenniin gr. 16 
a eR DE SGA Ae ane ea ES tre” oz 1 
WN ya ina 0.038 eo) bs cale vin adele aes scaserctoeaednt oz 38 


i iid :e kde PARE bo-nd wird dee een CREE oz. 8 
CELE ee RT eee to make 1 pint. 


This formula is not pharmaceutically perfect and we hardly 
care te assume the responsibility of fathering it further. It has 
same value, however, as a tentative formula and may serve to 
suggest a line of work that will lead to the production of a sat- 
isfactory elixir. We think the sugar in the formula is super- 
fluous in view of the use of aromatic elixir. We have more con- 
fidence in the following formula for a compound syrup of gly- 
cerophosphates, which is taken from the British Pharmaceu- 
tical Conference Formulary : 


Boil for ten minutes and dissolve in the warm filtrate. 


Calcium glycerophosphate ................... gr. cix 
Potassium glycerophosphate................. gr. 1xxx 
Sodium glycerophosphate ................... gr. Ixxx 
Magnesium glycerophosphate................ gr. Ixxx 
Iron glycerophosphate in scales................ gr. xl 
GENO (AU cai8 scale ah OSa ASS Gs 8 edibredicg ah Ce wa eek 38s 
MEN NINN ood Vie food. ode a 60h:8 eons Xe eka gr. Ixxx 
Stryehuine hydrochloride. ooo... ccc 0s cécesceces gr. ij 
Then add: 

Beer BUN oa cis vee Sle Rais Oa bee eaeee 3xiv 


Heat until dissolved and strain. When cold, add previously 
mixed. 


NOME 5.0 tigein's walk inelae Ouran Wee awe ™mxx 
BOO BOO OMe 6 5 Roa Cee ak bbe eo CON mx! 
Then add: : 

Distilled water sufficient to produce............ 3xx 


The dose of the resulting syrup or elixir is fixed at 1 to 2 
teaspoonfuls. 


Rabel’s Elixir.—G. F. says he has been asked for Bau de 
Rabel on prescription, and he wants to know if the article is a 
proprietary medicine. 

Eau de Rabel is an alcoholic solution of sulphuric acid, cor- 
responding to the so-called acid elixirs connected with the 
names of Haller and Dippel, and also with the old-fashioned 
Elixir of Vitriol, better known as Aromatic Sulphurie Acid. 


It enjoys some popularity with French physicians. Its com- 
position is as follows: 
Acid sulphuric (94-98 per cent.)................. 100 
RCO Ce OP Oia Sioa ctcewtece nena 300 
Red poppy petals (Flor. Rhoead.)................ + 


In the cooled mixture of alcohol and acid macerate the flow- 
ers during four days, then filter. 

As to strength Rabel’s elixir occupies a place between Dip- 
pel’s and Haller’s elixirs. It is astringent and hemostatic, and 
has been used externally in a diluted form to stop the bleeding 
resulting from the application of leeches, 
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Headache Powder.—H. A. D.—The formula you submit 
impresses us favorably, but we think an improvement would be 
effected by increasing the amount of sodium bicarbonate to 8 
ounces and reducing the caffeine from 1% ounces to 1 ounce. 
With the increase in the amount of sodium bicarbonate recom- 
mended, the quantity of tartaric acid may remain as it stands 
in your formula. With the changes suggested the powder 
should prove as effective and as safe as any of the popular head- 
ache remedies. 


The Detection of Varnish Gums.—A. writes: “ While read- 
ing the article on Toxicity of Tung Oil in the AMERIcaNn Druc- 
uist for October 26, it occurred to me that you might be able to 
throw light on a problem connected with the paint and varnish 
trade. I have been working on the identification of the natural 
gum resins contained in varnishes after they are thrown out 
with cold naphtha. I have yet to find a good reaction for the 
identification and isolation of Kauri and Manila gums when 
they occur together in a varnish. Could you give me any aid, or 
perhaps suggest a line which has not yet been tried? Do you 
know of any work in English, French and German on gums and 
gum resins?” 

The separation of the different constituents of varnishes is a 
difficult operation for anybody, save a paint and varnish chem- 
ist. The method is considered a trade secret, and the process 
which is known to a few is carefully guarded. As to a treatise 
on the analysis of varnish and varnish gums, we regret our in- 
ability to name a work that could be considered trustworthy. 


Correspondence. 





Criticism of the Board of Pharmacy’s Method of Collecting 
Samples. 
To the Editor: 

Sir,—In writing a number of editorial articles for the daily 
papers at different times in the past, strongly urging greater 
activity on the part of the proper authorities in the examina- 
tion of drugs and chemicals, a result seems to have been accom- 
plished that was not wholly within my view. 

Activity most gratifying was secured, it is true, by this 
publicity, but I beg to call your attention now to at least one 
line along which it has been more strenuous than wise. 

My sole object was to secure brisker action on the part of 
the Board of Pharmacy, or the Board of Health, in the enforce- 
ment of the pharmacy laws already existing, and for a revision 
of such laws to empower the Board of Health to make periodi- 
cal inspection of drugs and chemicals to insure their purity, and 
to publish the names of the violators. 

Fortunately, through these public utterances, there was a 
change in the policy of the Board of Pharmacy, which was 
empowered to take the suggested steps. In many instances this 
has led to positive good. In others, I fear from what I have 
learned by recent investigation, this very good measure has 
been enforced not wisely, but too well. 

My criticism now—if it may be regarded as such—is rather 
that of the chemist than the reformer, and while I hesitate to 
eall the attention of an august body of scientists to even the 
commonest principles of chemistry, I do so that some of my 
brother chemists of unquestioned integrity may be relieved of 
an imputation not pleasant to bear, and in order that the whole 
Board of Pharmacy may not be charged with either over-zeal- 
ousness or neglect. 

It has recently come to my notice that the Board has col- 
lected specimens of camphorated oil, soap liniment, and tincture 
of iodine. In a great many cases it was found that the 
druggist used wood alcohol instead of grain alcohol because of 
the cheapness of wood alcohol. They were justifiably and prop- 
erly fined $25 each. 

On the other hand several firms of high standing, who sup- 
plied specimens of tincture of iodine, were informed that their 
specimens varied in strength between a fraction of one per cent. 
and one per cent. of iodine. On calculation this shows that a 
saving would be effected of less than one-third of one cent an 
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ounce. This alone would indicate that there was no attempt 
at adulteration because of any saving. 

I discovered that the method of this Board of Pharmacy is 
to collect the specimens of tincture of iodine in cork stoppered 
bottles and to seal the cork stoppers with an iron wire running 
through holes in the necks of the bottles. One-half of each 
specimen was taken away, while the remaining half was re- 
tained by the druggist from whom the specimen was purchased. 

I undertook a series of experiments with these and found 
that in every instance the iodine attacked the cork at the ex- 
pense of the iodine, and that without exception the iron wire 
used to seal the stopper was converted to iodide of iron—natur- 
ally enough reducing the strength of the iodine. 

A sample of tincture, made seven per cent., and sealed thus, 
was examined every three days, being allowed to remain in the 
same container and under similar conditions. Each examina- 
tion proved a different strength of iodine, and at the end of 21 
days the tincture had lost just 2.6 per cent. of iodine. 

For the druggist who, in ignorance of such conditions, has 
been assessed and paid a fine of $25, it is a case where igno- 
rance is not bliss, however blissful the proceeding may appear 
to the officer of the Board of Pharmacy having the matter in 
hand. There is sufficient justification for the unwittingly vic- 
timized druggist to reclaim any such money. 

It is respectfully suggested to this and other Boards of 
Pharmacy, and to druggists generally, that tincture of iodine 
is to be dispensed in glass stoppered bottles only. If for pur- 
pose of examination as to strength, etc., specimens should, by 
all means, be examined as soon as possible after the time of 
collection. 

I have, in my collection taken from these specimens, corks 
and wires very badly eaten, and I may add that similar analy- 
ses have been made by Professor Ricketts, of the firm of 
Ricketts & Banks, at 104 John street, with similar results. 

M. F. ScHLESINGER, 
of Bendiner & Schlesinger. 

New York, January 5, 1904. 


NEW LABORATORY 
DEVICES. 

H. Schimmel describes in 
the Chemiker Zeitung (Brit. 
and Col. Drug.) a self-lighting 
Bunsen burner, which acts by 
means of a pellet of palladium 
sponge carried at the end of a 
side tube, which, on turning the 
tap at the foot of the main tube, 
is brought over the escaping gas 
and ignites it. To prevent dam- 
age by spurting fluids, the pel- 
let is protected by a small hood, 
as shown in the accompanying 
illustration. 

In the same journal appears 
a sketch of a little apparatus 
designed by Dr. H. Goekel, 
termed a Menicus sighting 
screen, for fixing to a burette, 
and by means of which the 
readings are said to be so great- 
ly increased in precision as to 
permit of gauging the two-hun- 
dredths of a Ce. 

















Those who are most familiar with conditions in the retail 
drug trade of the country will be the first to question the 
accuracy of the statement made by one of our commercial 
exchanges that “there has been a decided falling off in the 
sales of patent and proprietary medicines” during the past 
year. The writer of the paragraph evidently neglected to get 
the opinion of Mr. Beardsley, of the Miles Medical Company, 
or of Mr. Schumacher, of the Peruna Company. 
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By W. A. DAWSON. 

Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for 
increasing trade, advertising experiences, informa- 
tion, and notes of interest useful to the pharmacist in 
the preparation of his advertising matter. Specimens 
of current advertising will be reproduced, with sug- 
gestive analysis and criticism, and queries relative to 
advertising matters will be answered. To avoid 
delay address communications to the Department of 
Business Building, AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 66 West 
, New York. 











GOOD ADVERTISING. 


While this department will continue to present and expound 
the ethics and lore of advertising applicable te the drug busi- 
ness, it will not neglect setting forth other available plans and 
methods for increasing the trade of the pharmacy. Newspaper 
advertising has grown so enormously in the past few years that 
the word Advertising has assumed a contracted definition in 
the popular mind and to the average man spells only, publicity 
by means of printer’s ink. 

But in its true sense, Advertising is any and all means by 
which a merchant may increase the fame, prestige or trade of 
his establishment. 

Although covering so wide a range of plans and methods, 
printer’s ink is by far the most important method used in busi- 
ness building and few indeed are the trade-winning schemes 
in which printed matter does not play an important part. 

This department will therefore givé special attention to 
newspaper advertising and endeavor to give practical aid to 
the readers of the AMERICAN DruceisT in the preparation of 
their advertising matter. 

The art of advertising has reached a stage of development 
where it is no longer possible to build up a business with mere 
advertising. Good Advertising is necessary, and it must be 
backed up with good storekeeping and business methods. 

Not many years ago almost any sort of advertising would 


FERRER TIER IRER IER 


The Purity of Drug: 


A large part of the pharmacists education consists of learn- 
ing the proper tests and methods for ascertaining the iden- 
tity and purity of the drugs which he buys, compounds, 
ne one ae Age tnbe — a man’s iebem oe 
the purity o! ut applying the proper a! 
beret by the United Pharcmacopoela sees for himself 
that an article is true to name and of a proper degree 
purity. 4 
The drugs you buy here you may be sure of, whether a 
complex prescription or an ounce of salts it will be.of tested 
purity, 
There are many things of daily use in the household 
that the general public do not buy with the same discrimi- 
nation as they would use if the article were to be used as & 
medicine. It is almost as important that the Baking Soda, 
Cream Tartar, Spices, Flavoring Extracts, etc., be of tes 
purity as well as the medicines you use, The articles of 
this class when bought at the drug store will be of tested 
i Probably no class of goods are so much adulterated 
as found in the general stores. 
Our prices are only a trifle higher for these goods but the 
quality of ours is a great deal higher than most of that gen | 
erally sold. f 
Nel wt 


bring trade—mainly because there were fewer advertisers. 
Years before this there were fewer “drummers” on the road 
and the traveling man was welcomed with open arms and taken 
home to dinner by the country merchant. Nowadays there are 
so many of them that we do not always take time to treat them 
politely. But now and then along comes the superior man and 
he gains our ear and an order and we become a steady customer 
of his house. Your advertisement,.like the “ drummer,” carries 
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a business message to the buyers, and it is advertising of the 
superior sort that brings in the big orders. 

The most important work of this department will be that of 
preaching the gospel of GOOD ADVERTISING. 


PRESCRIPTION ADVERTISING. 


The advertisements reproduced in this number are excellent 
examples of “good” prescription advertising. 

In centers of settled population in nearly every section 
of this country, prescription trade is heaviest during the first 
three months of the year. Grippe, bronchitis, pneumonia and 
the long list of sequel to “ catching cold,” becomes increasingly 
prevalent as the winter advances, and that person is a rarity 
whose respiration tract is not in some degree affected sometime 
during these months. 

These are trite facts, but we reiterate them to give added 
emphasis to the importance of timeliness in advertising. Good 


To Physicians 
and the Public 


We keep on hand a fresh supply of Parke, Davis & 
Co.’s DirHTHERIA ANTITOXIN, in several strengths, and 
GLYCERINATED VACCINE in capillary tubes, in packages of 
3, and of 10 tubes, 

We are jobbers of Parke, Davis & Co.’s goods and 
supply physicians and druggists at wholesale list. 

Mail orders will receive prompt attention. 

Vaccination Shields, roc, 15¢ and 25c. 

P. D. & Co.’s Serum Syringes, for injecting Antidip- 
theritic Serum. 

We carry the largest line of fine chemicals, pharma- 
ceuticals, and special preparations, in Nassau County, and 
two registered pharmacists double-check all prescriptions. 

Let Us Fill Your Prescriptions, 








Some People ate 

Very Particular 
As to whom they employ for their Family Physician and 
are not very particular as to where prescriptions are filled. 
UR FACILITIES for 


filling prescriptions are 
the best. in. the: country 


yor doctor fights the 
disease and if your pre- 
scription is not filled ac- 
curately or with cheap ma- and we fill them as they 
terials, how can you ex- should be filled, or not at 
pect results? all. 








‘ 


advertising is not only seasonable, but timely, as well. Pre- 
scription advertising is seasonable at all times, but it is especi- 
ally timely when prescription business is heaviest. 

That advertising is especially timely which reaches the 
public eye during the flood tide of the demand for the thing 
advertised. The first advertisement should, in most cases, get 
its message to the public just before the season of greatest 
demand begins—tell its story just before the opening of the 
season. The advertisements of the big department store in the 
metropolitan dailies are object lessons in the matter of timeli- 
ness, and careful study of them from day to day will give one 
many valuable ideas and suggestions. These ads are gotten up 
by some of the highest paid ad-writers in the country, and as 
these men hold their positions only so long as their ads. produce 
results—bring in an ever increasing volume of business—the 
ads. must be good. 

The prescription ads. we show here were chosen because 
they possessed one or more of these good points: 

Straightforwardness—sticking strictly to business without 
wandering from the subject to work in a pun, joke or allitera- 
tive sentence. 

There is no attempt at “smart” or “clever” writing—just 
plain business talk. 

They have no irrelevant headlines or illustrations. They 
are earnest and interesting, give the reader information, and 
therefore have an intrinsic value as news. 
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They are good models to follow in writing similar ads. as 
well as full of suggestions that may serve as foundation or 
texts in other advertisments. 


HINTS ON STORE MANAGETSIENT. 
AS TO SPECIAL PRICES TO FAVORED CUSTOMERS. 


The practice of making special prices to favorite customers 
on unlisted goods is one that has come to my notice, and that 
is becoming a source of considerable annoyance not only to the 
nearest competitors but also to the originators. While it may 
be condoned in special cases and good reasons may be offered 
for such favoritism, the continuance of such a practice is seen 
to bring trouble to such as conform to it, if from no other 
source than the Mr. Bowser-like eagerness with which the 
favored ones delight in telling of their sagacity in buying the 
household wants, until what was intended to be a secret be- 
comes a subject of daily gossip to the detriment of those who 
grant the favor. The practice ought to be discontinued. 


SPECIAL DISCOUNT QUANTITIES. 


This is a good times scheme, and while it has its merits 
and every member of the craft who is financially able ought to 
take advantage of such discounts to increase his profits, still 
there is an element of danger connected with such schemes. 
A limited number of them can be perhaps advantageously taken 
up, but these schemes are multiplying so fast that good busi- 
ness judgment must come to the rescue, so that we may not get 
too many eggs into our basket and suffer the consequences of 
too reckless loading up while the financial sun is at its 











“Quality Counts, 


in drugs as weil as in other things; is more import- 
ant in medicines, in fact, than in most other things. 

You can buy a suit of clothes for $5.00, or one for 
$25.00. There will be just as much cloth in the 
$5.00 suit as in the $25.00, the difference will be in 
the quality of the cloth and the quality of the making. 
You can buy Fluid Cascara for roc. an ounce or for 
25c. an-ounce. Anyone who has‘ tried them both 
will take the higher priced kind, every time. The 
cheaper, is the otdinary market grade of this drug 
and is weak, uncertain and ineffective. ‘The other 
is made by the house that knows more about cascara, 
its qualities and manufacture, than any other manu- 
facturer-in the whole world. 

It is so with many other drugs. 

When you get your medicines here you get the 
benefit of our judgment as p! ists in selecting 
the best there is, and*you get them for the lowest 
market price for that quality. 

The best is none too good, in medicine. 

You'll not find anywhere better prescription ser- 
vice than ours. 

“Let us fill your prescriptions.” 





THE PRESCRIPTION 


is the supreme test of the pharmacist’s ability. The way 
he handles a prescription, weighing, measuring and com- 
pounding the tmgveltonts, the order observed in mixing 
to avyid an incompatibility, the dexterigns manipn- 

lations, a!! give ocular proof of the extent of a pharmacist’s 
training . While the layman may not be 
ly guage this ability, yonr ductor knows 
all about it. 

‘Ask bim about our ability in prescription compound- 

Three pharmacists. 

Every a double checked. 





meridian. It is well to at all times fear that easy trade con- 
ditions may change with the lapse of a single day and our 
stocks will be found to be badly broken. Some of these reme- 
dies also are of short life and linger in the minds of the buy- 
ing public but a little hour or two and then are gone forever, 
except that they are burdening our shelves and cramping our 
finances. 
THE WANT BOOK. 

A most important little business builder is often uninten- 
tionally neglected. It is the one thing next to charges and 
credits which must not suffer neglect. By carelessness in this 
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respect many customers have been lost. Nothing is so annoy- 
ing to me as to have a call for a popular article and find it out 
of stock. It also seems to be the rule that where it does happen 





More Than 125,000 Prescriptions 


have been filled in our laboratory. We have on file nearly 
59,000 original prescriptions—18 large folio volumes full— 
repeats” and family recipes, as shown by our “prescription 
record,” bring the number up to a little over 125,000. 
i The reason for this large prescription business is found 
in the service we give. The best materials obtainable, thor- 
oughly modern dispensing methods and moderate charges are 
the things that have brought us the patronage of the public 
and the confidence of physicians. 








“Let Us Fill Your Prescriptions.” | 
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of ordinary quality are not good enough 
for prescription work. Only drugs and 
chemicals of the very highest grade of 
2) purity are fit for use in prescriptions. We 
ie use the best obtainable no matter what the 
cost and allow no one but registered phar- 

macists to compound the medicine. 
All prescriptions are double checked, 
i thus guarding against the possibility of 
Fe error or inaccuracy. You may depend 
K upon the prescriptions you have filled at 





more than once it is usually with the same customer, which 
puts one in a most unfavorable light, which an attempt at ex- 
planation usually makes worse.—Chas. H. Huhn, in report of 
Committee on Trade Interests of the Minnesota State Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 


A DRUGGIST ON THE STAGE. 


J. M. Barrie’s new play, “ Little Mary,” tells of an old drug- 
gist’s theory of living, and how his granddaughter carried it 
out in “sassiety ” by curing the daughter of an earl—indeed, 
the whole household, who were the worse for too much food 
and lazy habits. The prologue opens in a druggist’s back room. 
Enter the old druggist, an Irishman, bringing in a customer, 
whom he asks to take a seat till the prescription is made up. 
It is for a nervous headache, to which the customer declares 
himself subject. The Irishman says, “ Let me look at you,” 
and the customer stands to be gazed at, saying, “ Do you know 
me?” “No, my lord, but you are one of them.” “Then you do 
know me?” “No, but your name is on the prescription, ‘The 
Earl of Carlton,’” The druggist lets fall hints that he does not 
believe in the nervous headaches, and then leaves the visitor 
for the shop. While he is gone the earl makes the acquaintance 
of the druggist’s granddaughter, who, after preliminary ques- 
tions, asks, “ Perhaps you are a lord?” “Yes.” “Oh, how 
sorry I am for you!” “Why?” “Grandpa says you're all ill. 
But he’s a wonderful man. He’ll touch a spring in you and 
you'll all be cured.” The druggist brings in the prescription, 
the visitor pays and goes, and grandpa and the little mother are 
left alone. She helps him on with his dressing gown and slip- 
pers, and then suggests that he should go on writing the book. 
We learn that all his life his evenings have been given to the 
book. As an [rishman he loves the English—the best set. He 
wants to set them right. He has found out what is the matter 


with them, and it is all in the book. She gets the book— 
three ponderous manuscript folios—from the safe, and he says, 
“There are only two words more, and you must write them, 
Moira.” 


So he dictates, and she writes “ The End.” 











THE- LORETTE SYSTEM OF PRICE PROTECTION IN 
FRANCE. 


The French Plan for Price Protection Attacked in Court—Cutters 
Defeated and Made to Pay Damages—The Rebate System 
Sustained by the Courts. 


A decision rendered by the Tribunal of Commerce of the 
Seine, in Paris, on September 26, 1903, has attracted a great 
deal of attention among French pharmacists, as it affects 
very materially the legal status of a plan for the boycotting 
of cutters and the protection of the retailer. 

What is known as the Lorette System is a plan whereby the 
manufacturers of certain specialties fix a minimum price for 
the sale of their product at retail, a price which must be re- 
spected by the pharmacist. This minimum retail price is also the 
wholesale price at which the retailer obtains his goods from the 
manufacturer, and the latter reimburses the pharmacist by 
paying him a “ premium” or rebate upon the amount of goods 
sold, provided he has sold them to the public at the agreed 
price. 

A CO-OPERATIVE BUYING CLUB. 

The result is, or should be, that the price of the products 
of these manufacturers is the same in every pharmacy. It 
appears, however, that there exists in France what is known 
as the Syndicate of Large Pharmacies, a corporation which 
pursues the policy of attracting trade by cutting the prices of 
“ specialties” or patent medicines ruthlessly. The decision 
spoken of above was rendered in a suit at law between the 
Syndicate of Large Pharmacies of France, through the presi- 
dent of the corporation, and Fumouze Fréres, manufacturers of 
specialties, who were the first to inaugurate this plan of pro- 
tection for the retail prices of their product. The syndicate 
accused Messrs. Fumouze of (1) having violated article 419 
of the Penal Code, which punishes all coalitions with the intent 
of keeping up the price of a merchandise and preventing free 
competition ; (2) of having infringed upon the principle of free 
commerce, whereby a merchant has the right to resell any mer- 
chandise which he has bought at any price that may suit him. 
The court rendered judgment against the syndicate, pronouncing 
the manufacturers not guilty, on the ground that the arrange- 
ment between the manufacturers and the retailers was a special 
contract, which, in its terms, presented nothing illegal; and 
that, being the sole proprietors of the specialties, the manu- 
facturers had a right to dispose of their goods under such 
special contracts as they could make with the buyers. Not 
only this, but the tribunal condemned the plantiff, the syndicate 
to pay the defendent, Messrs. Fumouze Fréres, the sum of 
1,000 francs damages for loss sustained by the latter as a 
result of denunciations and attacks published in a certain 
magazine at the instigation of a syndicate—this act con- 
stituting in French commercial law an act of “illegal compe- 
tition.” 


Alabama Board Pass List. 

At a meeting of the Alabama Board of Pharmacy, held in 
Anniston last month, the following passed good examinations 
and were granted certificates: Theodore Givens, Gurley; J. J. 
Moore, Montgomery; E. C. Jackson, Glenwood; J. G. Connell, 
T. V. Ordway, F. L. Ward, R. D. McGuire, and J. C. Landers, 
Anniston; M. F. Moody, Jr., Piedmont; A. J. Clayton, Eufaula ; 
R. D. Shruptrine, Safford. There were three failures. The 
next meeting of the board will be held in Montgomery, Thurs- 
day, January 14, 1904. 


The Henry D. Gilpin Company. 

The wholesale drug business of Gilpin, Langdon & Co., of Bal- 
timore, is now conducted under the name of The Henry D. Gilpin 
Company. The change is made in order to separate the jobbing 
drug department from the manufacturing, proprietary and mill- 
ing end of the business. This branch will be continued under the 
old name, and both concerns will be run under practically the 
same management. In appreciation of their services a number 
of the young men of the old establishment have been given an 
interest in the jobbing business. 
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COMMITTEES OF THE N. W. D. A. 

The president of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion has announced the constitution of the various committees of 
the association. The chairmen of the several committees are as 
follows: 

Committee on Adulterations—William P. Ritchey, Bruen, 
Ritchey & Co., New xork. 

Committee on Arrangements and Entertainments—Arthur 
D. Parker, of Parker-Blake Company, New Orleans, La. 

Committee on Commercial Travelers—Charles H. Talcott, of 
C. H. Taleott & Co., Hartford, Conn. 

Committee on Credits and Collections—W. A. Hover, of 
W. A. Hover & Co., Denver, Colo. 

Committee on Drug Market—Charles A. West, of Eastern 
Drug Company, Boston, Mass. 

Committee on Fire Insurance—Thomas F. Main, of the Tar- 
rant Company, New York. . 

Committee on Fraternal Relations—W. J. Murray, of Mur- 
ray Drug Company, Columbia, S. C. 

Committee on Legislation—M. N. Kline, of Smith, Kline & 
French Company, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Committee on Membership—William J. Walker, of Walker 
& Gibson, Albany, N. Y. 

Committee on Memorials of Deceased Members—James F. 
Cowee, of John L. Thompson Sons & Co., Troy, N. Y. 

Committee on Paints, Oils and Glass—Charles BE. Potts, of 
C. E. Potts Drug Company, Wichita, Kan. 

Committee on Passenger Rates and Routes—Thomas P. Cook, 
of the New York Quinine & Chemical Works, New York. 

Committee on Proprietary Goods—John N. Carey, of Daniel 
Stewart Company, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Committee on Relations With Local Associations, City and 
Interstate—George W. Lattimer, of Kauffman-Lattimer Com- 
pany, Columbus, Ohio. 

Committee on Trade-Marks—Charles H. Camp, of the Cen- 
taur Company, New York. 

Committee on Transportation—Theodore F. Meyer, of Meyer 
Brothers Drug Company, St. Louis, Mo. 

Special Committee on Box and Cartage—J. C. Eliel, of Ly- 
man-Eliel Drug Company, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Special Committee of Commercial Travelers—Robert L. Tye, 
of Merck & Co., New York. 

Special Committee on Finances—S. E. Strong, of Strong, 
Cobb & Co., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Special Committee on Paris Green—Alanson S. Brooks, of 
Williams-Davis-Brooks & Hinchman Sons, Detroit, Mich. 

Special Committee on Pharmaceutical Preparations—Wil- 
liam J. Walding, of Walding, Kinman & Marvin Company, 
Toledo, Ohio. * 

Special Committee on Suits Against Members—M. N. Kline, 
of Smith, Kline & French Company, Philadelphia, Pa. 


DRUG INCORPORATIONS. 


Certificates of incorporation have been filed recently of the 
following new concerns: 

Dr. Charles Company, New York, N. Y. Directors—S. Lathrop, 
M. Sawler, New York; A. E. Dupell, Brooklyn; capital, $200,- 
000; object, to manufacture drugs, toilet articles, ete. 

Continental Manufacturing and Distributing Company, New 
York, N. Y. Directors—A. A. Cooke, J. H. Lehman and C. V. 
Ware, New York; capital, $120,000; object, to manufacture 
drugs and chemicals. 

F. I. Cougleton, New York, N. Y. Directors—J. Floyd 
Cougleton, Anna M. Cougleton and F. I. Ogden, New York; cap- 
ital, $20,000; object, to manufacture drugs. 

John S. Meeks Pharmaceutical Mfg. Company, Baltimore, 


Md. Incorporators—John S..Meeks, P. M. Hawkins and J. G. 
Nunnally; capital, $10,000; object, to manufacture medi- 
cines, ete. 


Oxzyn Chemical Company, New York, N. Y. Directors— 
Eugene Sharum and Nora E. Sharum, New York, and Lizzie 
Wallace, Brooklyn; capital, $15,000. 

Hobbs Spanish-American Medicine Company has been in- 
corporated to do business in Chicago. 





‘* TABLOID,” A PROTECTED WORD. 


Final Decision in the High Court of Justice—Principles Laid Down 
of Widespread Application—Complete Victory for Burroughs, 
Wellcome & Co. 


Burroughs Wellcome & Co, of London, England, 
brought a suit in the High Court of Justice, Chancery Division, 
on November 20, 1903, to restrain Thompson & Capper, retail 
phamacists of Manchester and Liverpool, from “in any manner 
passing off or attempting to pass off, any preparation not of the 
manufacture of the plaintiffs as and for a preparation of the 
plaintiffs; also from selling or supplying any such preparation 
as aforesaid in response to orders for tabloid products as a 
preparation of Burroughs Wellcome & Co.; and from 
infringing the plaintiff’s registered trade marks.” 

In defense Thompson & Clapper claimed that * tabloid” was 
a word in general use, and not intended to imply Burroughs 
Wellcome & Co.’s products; that the word ought never to 
have been registered as a trade-mark, as it was a descriptive 
term. 

For the plaintiff it was contended that the word “ tabloid” 
was accepted universally among doctors, pharmacists and men 
of science as signifying a product of Burroughs Wellcome & 
Co., and of no other manufacturer. The defendants al- 
leged, on the other hand, that the word was so universally 
known as to have lost its special signification and to have be- 
come free to all. They brought a counter action, in which it 
was asked that the words “ tabloid” and “ tabloids ” be stricken 
from the Register of Trade Marks on the ground that “ tabloid ” 
was a descriptive word, which should never have been 
registered. 

The hearing in the case occupied several weeks and the 
judgment of the Court, which was handed down by Mr. Justice 
Byrne on Monday, December 14, took nearly 25 minutes in the 
reading. It was in favor of Burroughs Wellcome & Co., the 
learned Judge upholding the contentions of the plaintiff on all 
points and issuing an injunction to restrain the defendants from 
supplying any other tablets than those made by Burroughs 
Wellcome & Co. when Tabloids are asked for. . 

TEXT OF JUDGMENT. 

The decision of the Court in this case being one of great 
importance to all manufacturers of proprietary medicines, is 
given below in full: 


Mr. Justice Byrne: I have to deal with an action to restrain pass- 
ing of goods not of the manufacture of the plaintiffs as or for their 
goods, and particularly from selling, or offering for sale, any such 
goods under the name “tabloid” or “ tabioids,” and from infringing 
the registered trade-marks, and with a motion on the part of the de- 
fendants to expunge the trade-marks in question from the register. 

It will be convenient to deal first with the motion. In and pre- 
viously to the month of March, 1884, the plaintiff firm were manufac- 
turing and selling compressed drugs in a solid form and of a lenticular 
cr bi-convex ee. 

On the 14th March, 1884, they registered in Class 3 in respect of 
substances not included in Class 1 used in medicine and pharmacy the 
word “tabloid.” The plaintiffs have continuously made and sold com- 
pressed drugs ever since the date of the original registration of the 
word “tabloid.” These drugs have always been made and sold of the 
original shape and size, but they have also been sold of various other 
sizes and of differing shapes, chiefly, however, in a form more or less 
bi-convex. ‘The list of drugs and compounds so made and sold has been 
extended from time to time, but the plaintiffs have always sold their 
sclid compressed drugs in connection with the word “ tabloid” or “ tab- 
loids.” The registration was under the act of 1883, and having regard 
to the terms of section 64, sub-section 1c, the question is whether or 
not the word “ tabloid” was a distinctive fancy word not in common 
use at the date of registration—namely, the 14th March, 1884. It is 
important to keep the date in mind in considering the matter, and this 
was forcibly brought home to me in the present case by the fact that 
when the word “ tabloid” was first mentioned I qaite thought it was a 
common dictionary word in the language long before 1884, but I am 
satisfied that this was really due to my acquaintance with the word as 
used in connection with the compressed drugs of the particular sha 
I have described, which have become so well known since the year 1884. 
The words “table” and “tablet” were of course well known, and the 
latter in reference to solid drugs at least as early as the time of 
Lord Bacon. 

Mr. Wellcome invented the word “tabloid.” This word was cer- 
tainly not in common use, for it was-unknown before, and was used by 
his firm for the first time. , 

The case of the trade-mark “ Bovril” before the Court of Appeals 
(in 1896, 2 Chancery Division. page 600) relieves me from a close 
examination of earlier cases, and gives me a guide in endeavoring to 
determine whether or not “tabloid” was a fancy word. The earlier 
leading cases of Van Duzer’s Trade-Mark and Leaf’s Trade-Mark (34 
Chancery Division, page 623) were cases in which, as pointed out by 
Lord Lindley in the Bovril Case, a coined word was not under consid- 
eration at all, but ordinary English words. “ Where,” says Lord Lind- 
ley, “ you have got a fanciful use of a known word you must have a 
word which is obviously non-descriptive.” At page 606 he says: “ But 
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I agree that a word which describes the article will not do. 


“ To my 
mind it is not descriptive, notwithstanding Mr. Bower's very ingenious 


ar; ent. He tries to make it out to be a descriptive word, not by 
taking the word, but a little bit of it, and he says that because ‘ Bov’ 
may have some relation and does have some relation to ‘ Ox,’ therefore 

Bovril describes what? I do not see that it describes anything at 
all.” I think I also get this from the Bovril case, that it is not neces- 
sary that the word should be absolutely unsuggestive. The word “ Bov- 
peo Bimal suggestive of * Ox,’ but as a whole was held not to be de- 

ve. 

The argument in the present case for the applicants was: There is 
a word to be dealt with compounded of “table” or “tablet” with a 
common suffix “oid.” On the other hand it was forcibly urged that 
the only attribute common to the things denoted by the words “ table ” 
and “ tablet”’ is the suggestion of flatness on one side or other, or on 
both sides of the object without any notion of convexity. Suppose 
“ tablet’’ be the word supposed to have the common suffix appended, 
it is to be noticed that the new word is not “ tabletoid ” but ‘* tabloid,” 
a possible but not the most obvious formation; while if “ table” be the 
word, though “ tabioid’’ would probably be a natural way of adding 
the suffix by analogy to other words constructed in a similar form, the 
word so constructed would mean allied, not to a “tablet,” but to a 
= table,” though solid drugs in certain forms were known as “ tabel- 
lae’’ or “ tabulae,” there is nothing that I can find to denote convexity 
or compression in the word. 

I think the case is near the line, but treating it as a matter of 
fact in the particular case, I come to the conclusion that in March, 
1884, the word was not “ really intelligibly describing the thing sold,’ 
which is the way in which Lord Lindley at page 607 of the report of 
the Bovril cage puts the form of direction to the jury. 

I agree that there is a suggestion or atmosphere of description 
about the word as then used, but I do not think that it can be said to 
have been other than a “ fancy word” as applied to goods of the class 
in which it was registered. The motion must therefore be dismissed. 

I now come to the other part of the case, and it is Cay proved 
that since the registration of the words “ tabloid” and “ tabloids ’’ the 
plaintiffs have continuously and to ar enormous extent advertised. 
sold and denoted their goods in connection with the registered words. 
They deal only wholesale; that portion of the public to which they 
appeal directly is mainly composed of doctors, chemists, nurses and 
those concerned in the ordering, preparation and administration of 
drugs; and it is to these that their advertisements, trade lists and 
trade documents are directed. I had the evidence of a very repre- 
sentative body of medical men and chemists, which convinces me that 
to these, who constitute that portion of the public who are primarily 
concerned in the matter, the words “tabloid” and ‘“ tabloids *’ mean 
and denote and have always meant and denoted, the goods of the 
plaintiff? firm. All that could be done by owners of a trade name to 
protect it has been done. ‘The plaintiff firm has been vigilant even to 
the extent of persuading compilers of modern dictionaries to correct, 
and to undertake to correct, their definitions of the word “ tabloid.” 

There is one peculiarity in the case I must mention. The word 
“tabloid”? has become so well known and appreciated in consequence 
of the use of it by the plaintiffs in connection with their compressed 
drugs that I think it has acquired a secondary sense in which it has 
been used, and may legitimately be used, so long as it does not inter- 
fere with the plaintiffs’ trade rights. 

Mr. Walter ingeniously suggested that they have sought to rob the 
English language by preventing its natural development in endeavoring 
to appropriate such a word as “tabloid,” which he puts as being a 
natural development of the word “table” or “ tablet; ” but I think it 
is more correct to say that the plaintiffs have made a gift, such as it is, 
to the language, while reserving a special use of it to themselves. The 
trade lists employed in the drug trade are unanimous in their testi- 
mony, as well negative as positive, to the true meaning of the word as 
applied to compressed drugs. A large number have been produced, not 
one of which uses the word in reference to the goods of any one except 
the plaintiffs, and all of which refer to the plaintiffs’ geste in connec- 
tion with the words “tabloid ’”’ or “ tabloids.” 

I am satisfied, as a result of the evidence of the medical men and 
chemists who have given their testimony. that, speaking generally 
(though there are exceptions). to doctors who prescribe and use the 
word “‘ tabloids,” the word means and intends the goods of the plain- 
tiffs; to the chemists and others concerned in the drug trade who dis- 
pense and sell the drugs the word has the same meaning. Sometimes 
doctors add to the word “tabloids” the name of the firm or the 
letters “ B. & W.,” but this is by way of extra caution to insure against 
the substitution of oa of a less reliable or lower standard than that 
of those prepared by the plaintiffs. 

I consider that the evidence does show, again speaking generally, 
that members of the public, when they ask for “ tabloids,’”’ mean and 
expect to get the goods of the plaintiff. 

Upon this ne of the case I think that the plaintiffs have dis- 
charged the obligation referred to by Lord Herschell in ‘“‘ The Two D” 
case (Leahy Kelly and hy v. Glover, 10 Reports of Patents Cases, 
at page 155) when he says that “the foundation of a passing-off case 
is that the party alleging it should prove in the first instance that any 
name which he claims as his trade name has been so extensively used 
in connection with his manufacture or with the goods which he sells, 
that his goods have come to be known in the market by that name, that 
any one using that name would intend to refer to his goods, and that 
any one to whom the name was used would understand that his goods 
were referred to.” 

The defendants are manufacturing and retail chemists carrying on 
a large business. They have businesses at several different places, 
including two shops at Deansgate and Piccadilly, Manchester. They 
have sold in response to orders for “ tabloids ” goods not of the manu- 
facture of the plaintiffs’ firm. Until about the middle of last year the 
great bulk of the compressed drugs soJd by the defendants at their 
Manchester shops were of the plaintiffs’ manufacture. The defendants 
and all their assistants knew that “ tabloids ’’ denoted the plaintiffs’ 
goods. Since the date in question the defendants have stocked com- 
pressed drugs of other makers. In all twelve cases of passing-off were 
proved, seven taking place at the Piccadilly shop and five at the Deans- 
gate shop. One was in August, 1902, five in September, one in October 
in the same year. and five in January, 1903. Nine were accompanied 
by the production of writing showing what was wanted. The wit- 
nesses gave their evidence well, and I believe them. Some point was 
made that they were, with. I think, two exceptions, clerks in the office 
of a firm of Manchester solicitors who were instructed by the plaintiffs’ 
solicitors, and some point was also made of the fact that no notice 
was given of the occasions until after the issue of the writ in the 
action. ‘The orders were all what are called trap orders, and the Court 
is always careful to see that traps, when set, are fairly set, and in 
some cases to refuse to attach weight to evidence of casual transactions 
where the matter depends upon the effect of some exchange of remarks 
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made weeks or months before the trial, and where notice has not been 
given within reasonable time after the event of the intention to rely 
upon what is alleged to have taken place. In each case the circum- 
stances must be considered, and in the present case I think the traps 
were fair, and that the instances given in the particulars have been 
proved. I think that the plaintiffs are entitled to an injunction inde- 
pendentiy of the question of registered trade-mark. 

There is one point on the form of the order. There are several 
marks referred to. I think I aa 2 heard argument with respect to the 
marks for this particular class. Is not that so? There were some gen- 
eral observations made about the others, but I have not even got the 
details of them—there are several. 

Mr. Levett: In the statement of claim it is confined to four, but the 
notice of motion went to several more. 

Mr. Justice Byrre: J do not know that I have heard any argument. 
lf there is any — argument founded on those—— 

Mr. Walter : , I think not. 

See Justice Byrne: I think both parties treated it as though it was 
on this. 

Mr. Levett: I think so. It is the same word in different classes. 

Mr. Justice Byrne: As far as the motion is concerned, that must be 
dismissed with costs. 

Mr. Levett: Will your Lordship give me a certificate? Your Lord- 
ship may remember now, under section 77 (a), when a trade-mark has 
been in dispute and proved, the Court gives a certificate. 

Mr. Justice Byrne: Will you just read me the section? 

Mr. Levett: Section 77 (a) is this: “In an action for infringement 
of a registered trade-mark, the Court or a Judge may certify that the 
right to the exclusive use of a trade-mark came in question, and, if the 
Court or a Judge so certifies, then in any subsequent action for in- 
fringement, the plaintiff in that action, on obtaining a final order or 
judgment in his favor, shall have his fuil costs, Te and expenses 
as between solicitor and client, unless the Court or Judge trying the 
subsequent action certifies that he ovght not to have the same.” The 
very point came before Mr. Justice Euckley in J. C. & J. Field & Co., 
Limited's, ‘Trade-Mark, 1900. 1 Chancery, 651: ‘‘ The proprietors of a 
trade-mark, which had been registered for more than five years, brought 
an action for infringement, and the defendants moved to rectify the 
register by removing the plaintiff's mark therefrom. The action and 
motion were tried together and on the same evidence; an injunction 
was granted, and the motion refused. Held that, although after the 
expiration of five years from the date of registration the validity of 
the trade-mark could only be impeached on motion under section 90 of 
the Patents, Designs and Trade-Marks Act, 1883, the right to the ex- 
clusive use of the trade-mark had come in question in the action within 
the meaning of section 77 (a), and that the plaintiffs were entitled to 
a certificate to that effect.” 

Mr. Justice Byrne: That seems to be on all fours, Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Walter: It does not affect me. It affects other people. 

Defendants’ motion to remove plaintiffs’ trade-mark from the Regis- 
ter dismissed. 

Certificate, section 77 (a) granted to plaintiffs. 

Injunction granted against the defendants. 

Defendants to pay damages and costs; also costs of the Comptroller 
of Trade-Marks. 


Peruna Building Damaged by Fire. 


Columbus, Ohio, January 3.—The southwestern portion of 
the partially completed storage and packing building of the 
Peruna Drug Mfg. Company, at Third street and Cherry alley, 
this city, was destroyed by fire yesterday morning. Dr. S. B. 
Hartman, president of the company, was sitting in the office 
of the chief shipper when the alarm was sounded. Rushing to 
‘the scene of the blaze he did effective work in checking the 
progress of the fire with a portable fire extinguisher. Of the 240,- 
000 bottles of Peruna stored in the burning building, but few bot- 
tles were injured. W.V. Baker, the manager of the shipping de- 
partment, says that the practical running of the business will 
not be interfered with. The Peruna Company were uninsured. 
Mr. Baker stated, however, that the loss, which is estimated at 
about $30,000, will be covered by an insurance fund of the 
company which is laid by each year by the premiums that 
would otherwise be expended. 





Moving Against the Trading Stamp. 


The Merchants’ Association of New York hus examined the 
prohibitory and restrictive laws which have been passed regard- 
ing the trading stamps in various States and has also reviewed 
carefully the various judicial decisions showing the weak points 
of these laws and has set about drafting a bill to be presented 
to the Legislature of the State of New York with a view to 
abolishing the present abuses of the trading stamp business by 
equitable and constitutional means. It is held that the passage 
of the proposed measure will make the business profitless and 
thus cause its abandonment. The association urges all retail 
dealers who are opposed to the trading stamp evil—and all are 
or should be—to give the proposed measure their active and 
earnest support by writing to the members of the Legislature 
on the subject and forwarding to them petitions signed by 
business men in the community in which they live. Blank 
petitions and circulars may be obtained by addressing the 
Merchants’ Association of New York, New York City. 
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NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY. 


Full Report of the Annual Meeting at Albany—Dr. Gregory 
Elected President—Work of the Committee in Detail—Financial 
Report—Report on Cocaine Sales. 

Albany, January 6.—The third annual meeting of the New 
York State Board of Pharmacy was held in Albany on Monday. 
January 4. For the first time since the board was created the 
meeting took place in the State Capitol Building. Outside of 
routine business, reports from officers and standing committees, 
other matters of importance were discussed and acted upon 
which are of general interest to pharmacists throughout the 
State. The board formally endorsed the movement to secure 
legislation to regulate the sale of cocaine and preparations con- 
taining cocaine; consideration was given to the proposition to 
adopt a uniform poison register; the committee on adultera- 
tion and substitution was authorized to extend its investigations 
as to the quality and strength of drugs, so as to include manu- 
facturers of various medicinal preparations, such as morphine 
tablets, for instance; the board also made a chahge or addition 
to the form of application for registration and permit to sell 
drugs and poisons. Another matter definitely settled was that 
hereafter all certificates, when issued to successful candidates 
in the examinations, must bear the date of the day on which 
the examination was held. The entire session of the board 
meeting was most harmonious. There was only one discussion 
that assumed the proportion of a lively debate, and that, too, 
was nothing but a friendly controversy, although both sides 
stubbornly held their ground. The controversy was over the 
dating of certificates, and resolved itself into a contest between 
the Western branch on the one side and the Middle and Eastern 
on the other. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING. 


All members of the board were present when President 
Albert H. Brundage, shortly after 10 a. m., called the meeting 
to order in room No. 235 in the Capitol Building. Secretary 
Warren L. Bradt recorded. After the minutes of the previous 
meeting at Utica had been approved as read, the president made 
his annual address, which was a lengthy one and went over the 
work of the board during the past year. Communications were 
then read by Secretary Bradt, among them being Sidney 
Faber’s resignation from the State Board in July last, and 
notice of the appointment of Charles S. Erb to succeed Mr. 
Faber. A letter from the Syracuse Druggists’ Association, rela- 
tive to the sale of cocaine, wag read, also a letter from the 
State Civil Service Commission. 


DATA IN RELATION TO THE USE OF COCAINE. 

After reading the letter on cocaine, Secretary Bradt called 
attention to steps that he, as an individual, had taken in the 
matter some time before the Syracuse body agitated it. He sent 
a circular letter to the secretary of the Boards of Pharmacy in 
every State, as folleows: 


I am desirous of obtaining all the data possible in relation 
to the sale of cocaine, and would request you to send me at your 
earliest convenience any information you can give me on the 
subject. I would especially like: (1) Is there any special act 
regulating the sale of cocaine in your State, and, if so, can you 
send me a copy of such law? (2) If such a law is upon your 
statute books, is it enforced, and, if it is, not an effective law, 
can you give any suggestions which in your mind would tend 
to make it more effective than it is? (3) Does the law give 
your Board of Pharmacy power to enforce the law? (4) Is 
the sale on the increase or decrease? (5) Is its use confined 
principally to whites or blacks, or both? (6) Can you give me 
any other information, newspaper clippings or special reports 
upon the cocaine evil? An early reply would be greatly ap- 
preciated. 


Some 40 replies to this letter were received. There are two 
States that have no such law, namely, New Hampshire and 
Utah, but in those States the sales was reported very small. Mr. 
Bradt explained that his object was this: to ascertain what 
States had an anti-cocaine law, and also how it was enforced. 
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The replies showed this general result: Where the law is a 
general State law and its enforcement is not in the hands of 
the Board of Pharmacy of that State, there has been an in- 
crease in the sale of cocaine; on the other hand, where the law 
is enforced by the State Pharmacy Boards a decrease in sales 
of cocaine is reported. Mr. Bradt took up the cocaine matter 
last September, not officially, but simply on his own initiative, 
in order to obtain this data for presentation before the board 
and for use later on, perhaps, when a bill is introduced at this 
session of the Legislature. 

The board was much interested in the replies to Mr. Bradt’s 
letter, and a rising vote of thanks was extended to him for 
his action in the matter. 


WILL SUPPORT AN ANTI-COCAINE MEASURE. 


It was agreed to support a bill to amend the Public Health 
law by prohibiting the sale of cocaine or preparations contain- 
ing the same, except on the written prescription of a regular 
physician; the prescription will be filled only once, and the 
purchaser will not be allowed to receive a copy or duplicate of 
that prescription. The measure, which has already been 
drafted, will have the backing of the State Pharmaceutical 





ALBERT H. BRUNDAGE, 
Retiring President of the Board of Pharmacy. 


Association, through its committee on legislation; the State 
Board of Pharmacy, and local pharmaceutical organizations. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


were then called for. The committee on registration, Byron 
M. Hyde, chairman, recommended a change in the form of ap- 
plication for registration and permit to sell poisons. The 
change consists of the addition to the list of questions which 
the applicant must answer, in writing, of the following: 


Do you understand that in case the permit applied for is 
granted, it does not give you the right to sell morphine, chloral 
nor cocaine, also prohibits any person but the one to whom the 
permit is issued from selling any of the articles enumerated 
thereon, except those articles named in Section 199 of the Phar- 
macy Law as amended? 

The foregoing is the tenth and last question in the series. 
The applicant’s reply to this will form a part of his sworn 
statement, so that in any action that might subsequently be 
brought against him, he could not profess that he “ didn’t 
know,” or “ didn’t understand,” that his permit did not cover 
cocaine, etc. This recommendation of the Middle Branch was 
adopted. : 

THE DATING OF CERTIFICATES 


provoked a lively discussion. In making out the certificates 
the Western Branch wished to have them marked as issued on 
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the date of the executive meeting. ‘“ We cannot see what differ- 
ence it makes,” they argued, “ what date the other branches 
grant their licenses on their examinations, as the law distinctly 
says each branch is a board within itself, and as each certificate 
is marked with the initials of the branch granting it.” On the 
other hand, members of the Middle and Eastern Branches failed 
to see how this could be done, because in doing so there would 
be no uniformity in the three branches in the dating of the 
certificates that were obtained upon examinations held on the 
same date in the three branches. In the Middle Branch the 
certificates are always dated with the date of the examination 
day, and likewise in the Eastern Branch. If the Western 
Branch dated them differently it would tend to confuse matters, 
it was argued. The final vote on the matter was on sectional 
lines, the Middle and Eastern sections voting solidly against 
the Western Branch, the vote being 10 to 5 in favor of dating 
the certificates with the date of the examination. 

Following is the complete report of the committee on the 
sale of poisons, submitted by Chairman Judson B. Todd, of 
Ithaca : 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SALE OF POISONS, JUDSON B. TODD, 
CHAIRMAN. 


To the Officers and Members of the New York State Board of 
Pharmacy: , 

There may be two or three more important parts of the Phar- 
macy Law than that which governs the sale of poisons—name- 
ly, license, registration and adulterations-—but there are few 
parts of the law that are more frequently violated. It may be 
a consolation to add, however, that while the violations are 
often flagrant, they are not usually willful. Your committee is 
of the opinion that they are what might be termed thought- 
less, rather than careless violations. To explain more fully, it 
is believed that most pharmacists know the law, and desire to 
obey it, but from either naste or forgetfulness they fail to carry 
it out regarding either the labeling or registration of poisons, 
or both. It is safe to estimate that not 20 per cent. of our 
pharmacists live up to the strict letter of it, while perhaps not 
over 50 per cent. of them observe it in the spirit. Some of the 
causes for this have been mentioned, and a probable remedy, as 
suggested by this board at Utica, will herein be announced. 
That you may call to mind the action taken at Utica, I wil! 
briefly outline it. 


FOR A UNIFORM POISON REGISTER. 


This committee, at that time, called the attention of the 
board to the great variation in the forms of poison registers 
in use throughout the State, and the advisability of adopting 
some form that would be simple, complete, uniform, not expen- 
sive and possibly official. Samples of Erie County registers, 
which overcame some objections, were procured and carefully 
examined. ‘The idea of a new form received the sanction of 
the board to the extent that your president briefly mentioned it 
in his report to the State Association, which was followed up 
with further explanations by this committee. At the conclu- 
sion of the remarks, a motion prevailed which provided that 
your Committee on the Sale of Poisons should co-operate with 
the officers of the State Association, and submit at the next 
annual meeting a form for a poison register that could be 
adopted as official by both this board and the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association. 

Perhaps your committee should apologize for not being able 
to submit a complete copy of the register at this meeting, but it 
was thought that any time in 1903 would be too early, and that 
better attention could be secured.in 1904, during which year 
the copy was to be completed. Suffice it to say, that some 
thought has been given to it, and that it is deemed best to have 
it contain the poison law of the Penal Code, the Pharmacy Law 
(for this State only), those poisons to be labeled only, those to 
be both labeled and registered (as per Schedule A and B), and 
a list of stronger poisor:s with the latest discovered antidotes. 


PURPOSES THE NEW REGISTER MAY SERVE. 


Your committee is led to believe: 

(1) That such a poison register, which would eventually 
become a part of all pharmacies, would act as a reminder to 
every law abiding man, and that the details of the conflicting 
statutes, together with the schedules, antidotes, etc., would be 
a most welcome addition to the necessary belongings of nearly, 
if not quite every, pharmacy in the State. 

(2) That such a register would perhaps act as a sentinel 
over the thoughtless man, particularly regarding the proper reg- 
istering of each poison sold. 

(3) That it would become a book of ready reference, and en- 
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tirely capable of imparting the truth about the poison law, as 
well as giving valuable information in toxicology. 

(4) That it might become a legal pharmaceutica) and tox- 
icological catechism for that class of migratory clerks, who, 
with others, perhaps, sell about twice as many poisons as are 
sold by proprietors. 

(5) It would produce a unanimity of form in poison regis- 
ters throughout the State, and solve many vexed questions for 
all men whose knowledge of the law is deficient. 

(6) That it would exert a wholesome influence over all 
classes of men who look complacently to us for the execution 
of the Pharmacy Law, to whom we earnestly look for its 
abeyance, and with whom we are frequently obliged to ex- 
change wry faces—in a legal way, for their persistent interpre- 
tation of our duties to our “friends” and to our “ friends’ 
friends.” 

THE SALE OF CATARRH SNUFFS. 

The Eastern member of this committee suggests that some- 
thing should be done regarding the indiscriminate sale of 
catarrh powders containing cocaine. The member from the 
Western section reports that some confusion is caused in that 
locality by the fact that the law allows so many dealers to sell 
poisons for the extermination of insects, etc. 


As stated by President Brundage in his annual address, the 
recommendation of this committee that the board’s secretary 
be asked to inform chemical and paint houses in relation to the 
sale of dry colors, etc., has been complied with. 


SYRACUSE MOVEMENT INDORSED. 


Your committee is in full accord with the determination of 
the Syracuse pharmacists to secure legislation which shall bet- 
ter govern the indiscriminate sale of cocaine and all prepara- 
tions containing same, and ask that this board consider it. In 
the absence of any complaints, beyond those entered by our 
several inspectors, which have no doubt received the attention 
of the branch in which section the violation occurred, your com- 
mittee has nothing further to report. 
, Jupson B. Topp, 
CuHas. S. Ege, 

S. A. GROVE. 


Following is a summary of the report of the Committee on 
Adulteration and Substitution, as submitted by Dr. Geo. C. Diek- 
man, Chairman: 


COMMITTEE ON ADULTERATION AND SUBSTITUTION, 
Eastern Branch. 


Samples Not 

collected. Standard. standard. 
Tincture Of 100IMG. .. ic cc ccccsesveces 116 61 55 
eS eee re ere 86 53 33 
eS A ee eee 90 67 23 
MEGFCUPIAL CINtMONE.. . 06... c ccc cwcecce 10 10 0 
SR ais Geta obs \a ev. 6 ise ©8406-9800 6-0 57 50 7 
Camphorated oll... ...-ccccccccccccee 99 50 49 
TS Gaba ca hese ob vee se se ee ese 2 22 2 
Tincture of opium............sseseeee 32 20 12 


Tincture of benzoin, chloroform liniment, 
tincture of arnica, ] each......... 


3 
Tincture of nux vomica ere | 0 
Zime OMUMIONE... 2... .05005 ee 10 5 0 
3 0 
8 0 





Seidlitz powder..........-.csecessees 
Quinine capsules, tincture of ginger, Ro- 
chelle salt, cream of tartar, 2 each. 
Compound licorice powder, paregoric, es- 
sence of peppermint, acid mixture, 





sodinm «phosphate, tincture of 
myrrh, borax, Blaud’s pills, 1 each. 8 8 0 
| SE Tr te Peay a. i 373 184 
Number of samples containing wood alcohol : 
Tincture of jodine Das bg casi big eel ene ar ae are 15 out of 116 collected, = 12.9 % 
Spirit of camphor.............4.. ‘10 out of 86 collected, = 11.5 % 
Soap limiment..........eeeeeeseecees 23 out of 90 collected, = 25.5 % 
ree rer ey el 48 out of 292 collected, = 16.4 % 


Total number of samples collected and analyzed by the Hast- 
ern branch of the State Board of Pharmacy during the year 


1908 : 





Number of Not 
‘ “a mianeee. eee y 
Report June 15, 1908.......... = 40.1% 
Report January 4, 1904........ 557 373 184 = 33.03 % 
| NRA Oy ee Oe Be 871 561 310 ? 
Total violations. .........cccceecerecsccesevecreeresccvncs 35.5 % 


Each violation was referred to the secretary of the Eastern 
branch for further action. In each case a portion of the material 
purchased, plaved in a sealed container, was left with the seller. 


Middle Branch. 


Number of samples collected for analysis. ......-+++seeeeeeeeees 98 
Number of samples analyzed. .........seeeeceeeeceeceeerecees 98 
MtANGAT 2... cccccccvccccccessceessessssesescecssvsesscsccce 10 
Deficient ...cccccccccccccccccccscsvcccscccsccevcccsvvescees 88 


Western Branch. 


Number of samples collected for amalysis........-+-++s+seeeees 7 
Number of samples analyzed 
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GEo. C. DIEKMAN, Chairman, 
Cuas. B. Sears, for Middle Branch, 
ALFRED M. PALMER, for Western Branch. 


SECRETARY BRADT’S ANNUAL REPORT, 


presented in detail below and covering the work of all 
three branches of the board for the calendar year, contains 
some exceptionally interesting features. The report consists 
entirely of statistical data, and contains no comments what- 
ever ; the figures speak for themselves ; they have been prepared 
in a very clear and concise manner. One noteworthy feature is 
the fact that in the Eastern section, where there are two col- 
leges of pharmacy—the New York and the Brooklyn—the per- 
centage of candidates who passed the examinations is smaller 
in proportion to the number who took the examinations than 
in either the Middle or the Western section. While the official 
report therefore successfully refutes the criticism frequently 
made in the past that the Eastern Branch has been rushing an 
excessive number of candidates 
through the examinations, a satis- 
factory explanation of the low per- 
centage of successful candidates in 
the Eastern section may be hard to 
find. Whatever the cause, the fact 
itself has created some comment and 
conjecture in and out of board cir- 
cles. It is also noteworthy that the 
average percentage of candidates for 
licensed pharmacist in the Eastern 
section was lower tuan in either the 
Middle or Western section of the 
State. Another feature is that both 
the Middle and the Western 
Branches closed the year with a defi- 
cit—not large, but a deficit never- 
theless—whereas the Eastern 
Branch’s receipts were largely in 
excess of expenditures. The Eastern 
Branch collected and analyzed 871 
out of a total of 976 samples; it examined 671 candidates, as 
against 146 by the Middle Branch, and 133 by the Western. 
The detailed report follows: 





WARREN L. BRADT, 


General Secretary of the 
New York Board of Phar- 
macy. 


THIKD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1903. 


NUMBER OF STORE CERTIFICATES ISSUED. 


Pharmacies. Drug stores. Permits. 
Mastern braneli.. .. 6 osc cee cco Ove BEOS 2 


EE MINES ob 5.c 6 60 bdied eoadawane 1,409 9 469 
bo RS rn 897 + 39 
I ie as ee ee 4,109 15 516 
NUMBER OF APPRENTICES REGISTERED. 
Male. Female. 
INS sig acs disce dia aioe de Ree DASA se eeD M66 3 
a0 5 6 9 4.4.0 8 Gegin ad 8:6 40a 6.0% bsa10.6 68 ,50008 107 7 
UE TRIE is 6: 5.5.0.0 0.0 ee WC us Calb OA Gb hareld e416 eae 34 8 
IR NOR dea cha EN 249 18 
NUMBER OF FORMER BOARD CERTIFICATES EXCHANGED FOR ALL STATE 
CERTIFICATES. 
Pharmacists. Druggists. 
DE PMUNNID ss Seine s vc Vous Wess 6600 0aeenenee 8 me 
Er rer ere ewer eT y ee 38 2 
TE ING so wae ees cs ab cen¢eceseecs cue ehe te 17 1 
SP eee oer aera ney mero y tae 143 8 


SUBSTITOTE CERTIFICATES ISSUED IN LIBU OF THOSE OF FORMER BOARDS 
LOST OR DESTROYED. 


eT eer ere To Tree 





NE INE cv 6's 50's Cua 040 JX GEMS RANE 8 84S 6 Se 
ME WORNO. 6n ic etiedevseseeeeepabseresese 4 1 
pS rer rere ch el sr ere Tk 13 1 
NUMBER OF SAMPLES COLLECTED FOR ANALYSIS. 

Number 
collected. Assayed. Standard. Deficient. 
Fastern branch............. 871 871 561 310 
Middle branch.........ccces 98 98 10 88 
Western branch...........+. 7 7 0 < 
DURE. obi ced 6 ees ote 976 976 571 405 





oer 


—————————— 
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NUMBER OF EXAMINATIONS HELD IN 1903. 


UF ore SS aA Seer re 4 
IR ts Gs okra ss 3'o'so'b 55.0 Ke ey LS Sins 650 sd hwiaa 0 0.4inco 6 
ge eee Chere PeeT eee 4 = 

. | ee eer re ee 24 


MEETINGS HELD BY GENERAL BOARD. 
Albany, January 5. Utica, June 16, 17. 
MEETINGS HELD BY THE BRANCHES. 
Bastern Middle Western 





branch. branch. sateen 
Examination meetings re 4 
ee eee vole 4 ii 
ss & 5 5 00 0s o.0-teee ohahbeke 4 3 
rey errs ee rr ee 24 li 3 


EXAMINATION STATISTICS FOR 1903. 


Eastern Branch. 


--No. examinees.—, —Passed.—, —Rejected.— Total 
oe. Drug. —- Drug. —- Drug. No. 
26 





ET isco wees > os os ee 
a ee 52 1 9 - 43 1 53 
tk Wis oe oe abe. ee be 92 1 45 1 47 os 93 
ee ee 133 3 73 2 60 1 136 
EG SiS Ws ob sks Sade 74 ve 11 se 63 o° 4 
a Es ae 88 1 37 = 51 1 89 
CO Ee 63 os 17 ys 46 yf 63 
EE nie sive view tc ao 47 a 4 o. 43 si 47 
PE Sosnie es us450 5 44 1 22 1 22 a 45 
RP eee 45 ow 11 o° 34 we 45 
uettes, cibeckles 664 7 #235 4 429 #28 671 

Middle Branch. 
February—aAlbany ...... 32 6 20 5 12 1 38 
+ near pean Sates 6 oe 2 eA 4 vi 6 
May—Albany .......... 2u 7 5 5 15 2 27 
May—Rochester ........ 7 6 3 3 4 3 13 
September—Albany ..... 16 5 6 4 10 1 21 
September—Rochester. . i. 6 1 4 1 2 7 
November—Albany ..... 21 5 5 2 16 3 26 
November—Rochester... . 4 4 ew 3 4 1 8 
We se Xt. st nxn ses a2 Se on lM 
Western Branch. 

SE nd pine silon 6 on ok 12 7 6 6 6 | 19 
ER a ae 21 16 16 11 5 5 37 
Oe 8 3 7 10 1 21 
2 odes an 13 3 8 8 5 24 
er 6 9 3 4 3 5 15 
eer 8 9 3 2 7 17 
iliac Ti cscceiws Tl «#462 #+%S4 38 87 2 183 


EXAMINATION STATISTICS. 


Eastern Branch. 


Pharmacist. Druggist. 
Number of soetentions for examination (including 


~_@  & @. — Berra 509 6 
Number of applications withdrawn.............. 7 wie 
Males. Females. 
Number of licenses a ee cad ep 0b 9cs bebe see ones 233 6 
Number of licenses refused.............-e22e.06 168 5 
——_ denied with privilege of further examina- - P 
(| ee ee ee ee ee vo 
Number = applications from persons failing to 81 : 
Males. Females. Total. 


Number of Individuals examined......... 660 671 
Number persons passing on their..1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9.10.11. 
S53. Oa. Se 29.328. 2 2:8 1 2 
Percentage of candidates who successfully passed examination...... 
Pharmacist. Druggist. 
Average percentage obtained by successful candidates 75% 80% 
Percentage of candidates who successfully passed ex- 
SED SE SUL Dic d tees CUSS bab eos esse ees Ness 35 39-100 80 


Middle Branch. 
Pharmacist. Drogeitt, 
Number of applications for examination............ 85 


Males. Seiiiion 
7 1 


Ss Adak eb had aiehs he ackes 29 1 
ome Sonted with privilege of further examination.. 20 0 
Number of applications from persons failing to appear 2 0 


Males. Females. Total. 
Number of individuals examined............ 144 
Number of persons passing on their....1. 2. 3. 4. 6. examination. 
MR 2: -3--:s 
Pharmacist. Druggist. 
Average percentage obtained by successful candidates.79 1-5 70 
Percentage of candidates who peered passed ex- 
OmiINAtON .....ccsiccccses e Se Fee ee = 40 69 1-3 


Western Branch. 





Number of applications for examination........... 

Red etalon 
Number of licenses oot Lee tb 16 ss cubes pasar 68 
Number of licenses granted.............seeseeees 69 3 
{icenses denied with ~. of further examination 87 1 
Number of individuals examined.................. 86 


3 

Number of persons passing on their ds & . examination. 

Pharmacist. Drugeist, 
Average percentage obtained by successful candidates... 78 

a of candidates who successfully passed exam- at @ 

EN 56k GSEs Rend SSN Opes ae KONE NER TEE ~ 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


teport of the Committee on Inspection Complaints and Prosecutions for 
the Year Ending December 31, 1903. 
NUMBER OF STORES INSPECTED. 
General Towns and 
F Pharmacies. stores. cities visited. 
Eastern branch aes see 
wo J ee a 1,243 oe 904 


NUMBER OF SAMPLES COLLECTED. weit 
oun 

Collected. a, oe standard. Deficient. 

Eastern branch 871 871 561 310 


ee Serre 185 98 10 88 
eS ne 95 7 0 7 
PROSECUTIONS. 


Criminal Prosecutions. 
. neahes sume Acquittals. ar 
Eastern branch 5 


I Sic 'y he k a thk a. ene bine Sic S 0 3 
Pe NS 56 6. 4:0se Send ce oon eke ane 0 0 0 
Civil Prosecutions. 
eS sa ie nw. 5'v pus 2 B's Se dN 0 13 0 
RN os x sors ora mais s mib'd Rees 0 0 it) 
WERE PIGS Sono ocueascc sesh aNaaele 0 0 0 


CASES SETTLED OUT OF COURT. 
Pharmaciets. Other oe 


IS 5 6h. «6. 406,50 6 0-6 60's ain wae 19 41 

PEE Nas Kis Ric aie dices wesc caked pavers 9 13 
SSE PEPER EE Eee ee 178 86 

FINES COLLECTED. 

NN SE Oe ee ee ee ee $6,776.50 

SCC” Rare erg eum eh lak: 2,150.00 

ck er ee ee mi ere FON "850.00 
| Ae eee ee eee ergy ae bent Ss ere $9,776.50 


PER DIRMS OF MEMBERS OF THE BOARD. 
Eastern Branch. 











General Total. 
Name. board. Branch. Days. 
(; 2 SILLA. a Waakialpw + ace cee wea 8 22 80 
G. RN oss le Sh ys tn hy a 6 24 30 
A. Hi. DSS Saisie 'wGis: Sisto wick aes ete 4 26 30 
PRIN icc oo oo vio oe Siena bene 4 26 30 
I NEN oo 3 20 wie <dd ng bran bate 1 15 16 
SRDS 68 Sis tics coos s enog awe eaeae 10 10 
Miadie Branch. 
a es x54 o 0s es asa Wee e sense 8 22 30 
B IEE 5555. 908s 5:¥554 so enrenie aa ete 6 24 30 
URE. s,s oc ss ook voce nae 7 23 30 
J Ss Pies: bs 9:3. sat baw eeieaee 11 19 30 
Warten, Meet... <sscrdesaaccckels 26 
Western Branch 
eM Is 56 sic a io 0.5, 89 i wo a eee 21 
Ss |, Se ee Sone 6 24 30 
i acm Gr wie #.6 2, Ace's Sh proto meee 6 24 30 
EE eee re ee ee 7 22 29 
IE 6 65 is 6 6 ies a wae eee 3 24 7 
FINANCIAL PEPORT OF THE BRANCHES FOR THE YBAR 1903. 
Receipts. 
Kastern Middle Western 
branch. branch. branch. 
txamination fees..............-. $4,495.00 $1,010.00 $655.00 
Pharmacy registrations.......... 4,606.00 2,818.00 798.00 
Drug store registrations......... 4.00 18.00 8.00 
SEAR eee 40.00 2,310.00 198.00 
Apprentice registrations.......... 55.50 57.00 21.00 
Exchange of certificates.......... 88.00 40.00 18.06 
Substitute certificates............ 4.50 9.00 7.50 
Duplicate certificates............ 3.50 wieie' -50 
Bngrossing certificates........... 43.50 18.50 9.00 
Fines collegted.........0....+.+. 6,776.50 2,150.00 850.00 
Sarplus Ded 1902. .......0cccresee 1,580.41 Enns ees 
Interest on bank account........ 48.32 17.20 6.30 
DORE iisiavckstascdenise $17,745.23 $8,447.70 $2,571.30 
Bape: 
New York College of Pharmacy... $948.25 een pe $0 
Brooklyn ae. of Pharmacy. . 632.16 i 
Secretary’s salary............... : 1,000.00 $600.00 $400. 00 
Inspectors’ salaries.............. 2,144.00 1,135.00 242.24 
Inspectors’ expenses............. 477.98 2,610.09 
eS) eee esis 90.00 60. 00 
Secretary’s surety bond......... 20.00 10.00 0.00 
Per diems paid to members...... 615.00 570.00 575, 00 
Members’ traveling and hotel ex- ~ 
ES eae er ee 82.22 oe. 24 227.44 
icon GRDUIED, . oc cccccwcccccccs 2,106.85 1.00 61.55 
NE. 6.55.6 Sp Sas 410 h0:9'0 90 «0 0 06 182.45 378. 26 30.87 
BD oo heh end 066 sdevecosicoed 442.00 224.50 eines 
Office and general expenses...... 1,258.72 265.76 126.73 
Office assistants................. 750.00 600.00 ee 
Printing and stationery pawn ai saa pare" 5.75 
Returned fees............. o 70.00 si tea 5.00 
mota to Generali Board. - 1,960.01 1,074.99 800.00 
ee eer err rrr cae 113.61 626.38 
RE bo PSAs Nb See Devens es 9 5,055.59 are ee 
a ere rary es $1,774.23 $8,548.45 $2,670.96 
DIE i bia bin Cwic's 450 Sin v2 0's deo ar $100.75 $99.66 


The following 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
of the State Board of Pharmacy of the State of New York for the year 
ending December 31, 1903, wae, maee: 


eceipts. 
Balance from 1902...........- ig A EERE Ay PRE a $194.69 
Quota from ON SOME. cc co sSnwcouicean Saouee ehasee iiss 
uota = SN NR sooo. 006 vs-4 ve clnag Sin ¥ 004 se cok oben 1,074.99 
ne Seen, NS IRL . o's 0 30 o.0'v 6 0000 0a 000 06.508 bee 00.00 
faterest on PARE BOCOUNE. 0.5.50. sks CN Sai ie e Fecbae ce 5.77 


$3,535.46 








SN ae oe ee Cae a See ae fi 
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Expenditures. 
ENERO aN Dan ae eee eae $116.16 
PEE CU RUMCIEI sc. 5 2 os np ss A ebieie- ose wanes sens 155.75 
Legal CXPEDSCS... 20.6 e eee eee eee eee eee eee 10.00 
I ha a a calc ace lblwinis e:elay a #6, 4.6 500.00 


Stationery and printing, including office supplies, sta- 
tionery, printing of applications and certificates 








of all kinds and examination questions.......... 740.31 
General expenses, which includes telephone, telegraph, 
express charges, apparatus for examination, etc.. 291.00 
RE A adh a oh is'eig Bday nid 9 66 0 4'0..¢.5. 9:4.9.0.4.6'0%.0-% 120.00 
Per diems drawn by members: 
i i ta wir: kaha eis 6 4 wie's.u 00. 6b) 16 4.0 $40.00 
RNS Saigo Se. bi o's wa bd e's ere 8 Bo 00 30.00 
I ed ork a 0.4 «136 4's! daisy 50 00 20.00 
a arg daa ko We 6. 0/0 4:d:0.50'9.9"0 1,0) anal, 20.00 
ay seb ae dak eee ene aee 6 5.00 
a oo. hak 5 520 FS a sb oes W's 60's ale os 40.00 
5 55°55 a asia yh is 9 0 6 3d 40 9% pe 30.00 
oo i oss oe abs sce rticcesseete 35.00 
NS G8 be. hie .s 50 @ 5s p40 <0 0s6 So aw sees 55.00 
I i ne cc aces ee oes bene Sewieas 15.00 
A. a P gg ed SRO e a viets We OGie © oes RAS So peed 
ery PP, Pere . 
pr aoa 5h Wd ee acd is b-8 se sace'oe'e-4 5 40 0 SDD 
Se EG SEG) Solo pic alee ise 6 a -v3.eb ese wee ‘as Pees 
7e0. Nee ee rate LAs co. Wy a; who -ok6 09 6-010, tS 5.00 
Geo. Reiman er 
Members’ traveling and hotel expenses : at 
a fo A rrr $41.75 
CE eS sg o's 5 diss oso ae's sa ticee 39.45 
A pe 91's io isi od we « give Use ew es weet 62.25 
fs i aa eer nanan men rr 42.50 
OS SS Seon 11.00 
I UT SE ug lags 'a. og. 'eiw'e ip 2 9:41pm + 53.50 
Byrom M. Fiyde. .......-c cee secre ccc cceee 35.00 
OO Ee ee ree eee 42.02 
ese vip a obo Gis om ses sas oo ease 77.00 
I I ooo Sc ete occ cecs se tnae ee 22.00 
Is inla ic eht:5 sc es-s'ccccessurveese 60.00 
po err oer re eee 87.00 
Sy ES Sov 6 0b oo cose sc seu b es aceate’s 50.29 
8S. A. oreve SE SS Aaa a Pee tee Pe ee eee ee honey 
Geo. Reimann... 718.76 
ae 
© Dass 0's Ue vaee eine © R 
Cash on hand December 31, 1 $8.595.46 





WARREN L. Brapt, Secretary-Treasure.. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Standing committees for 1904 have been appointed as 
follows : 

Committee on Finance—Clarence O. Bigelow, New York; 
George H. Merritt, Newburgh; S. A. Grove, Buffalo. 

Committee on Inspection, Complaints and Prosecutions— 
Warren L. Bradt, Albany; George Reimann, Buffalo: Charles 
S. Erb, New York. , 

Committee on Adulteration and Substitution—George C. 
Diekman, New York; Charles B. Sears, Auburn; Alfred M. 
Palmer, Olean. 

Committee on Sale of Poisons—Judson B. Todd. Ithaca; S. 
A, Grove, Buffalo; Albert H. Brundage, Brooklyn. 

Committee on Registration—William Muir, Brooklyn; Byron 
M. Hyde, Rochester; Edgar M. Jewell, Batavia. 

THE BOARD AND THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSIONERS. 

Secretary Bradt read a communication from the State Civil 
Service Commission stating that at a meeting of the commission 
on December 30 resolutions had been passed as follows: 

Resolved, That the classification of the State Board of Phar- 
macy be and hereby is made and established as follows: Mem- 
bers of the board, including the secretary, treasurer and the 
secretary of each branch, in the unclassified service as being 
elective offices, pursuant —— — of the attorney-general ; 
i competitive class. 
me ec ng That iho reeuant employees of the State Board of 
Pharmacy be recognized as classified into the service as of this 
date, and their payrolls be certified upon presentation thereof 
by the secretary-treasurer of said board. 


TO WATCH MANUFACTURERS. 

The attention of the members of the State Board was called 
to the fact that it would be well to keep a watchful eye upon 
certain kinds of manufactured medicinal articles to see that 
they come up to the standard, and also to prevent any possible 
misrepresentation as to the strength of such goods. One case 
in particular was cited. The chemist of the Middle Branch 
had analyzed several samples of a certain make of morphine 
tablets used by physicians for hypodermic solutions. The 
chemist found that although the tablets were labeled as con- 
taining 4% grain morphine, each tablet actually contained less 
than % of a grain. Some half dozen tablets out of the same 
sample were tested and showed the same result. This discovery 
was commented upon by members of the Board, and while the 





AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 23 


name of the manufacturer of this particular tablet was care- 
fully guarded, the misrepresentation wus characterized as high- 
ly reprehensible and almost criminal. Physicians, it was pointed 
out, rely upon the strength of such articles being as represented, 
and it was obviously of the utmost importance that such prep- 
arations be exactly as claimed. The recommendation was ac- 
cordingly made that the Committee on Adulteration and Substi- 
tution broaden its field of investigation, so as to include such 
preparations. 'The manufacturers are considered in the category 
of wholesalers, and the State Pharmacy Law brings the latter 
within the jurisdiction of the State Board. Manufacturers will 
be asked to withdraw from the market all goods found to be 
below the required strength or not up to the standard or 
strength represented by the label. It is believed that they 
themselves will appreciate the importance and necessity of put- 
ting out none but standard goods; important not only to the 
distributor and to the public, but to their own interests as well. 
If they persist in such practices, the Board will probably be 
obliged to watch their goods in the hands of retailers, and when 
found below standard, the articles must needs be confiscated 
and the retailer fined. Such a course would by no means, it 
is argued, benefit any manufacturer whose goods might be 
detected; it would mean that that retailer would refuse to 
longer patronize him. The Board, of course, makes no charges 
against any particular maker, but they are determined to fix 
the blame for any shortcomings exactly where they belong. 
The practice complained of is not believed to be general, but 
it is known to exist to some extent. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


After the routine business of the old Board had been dis- 
posed of, President Brundage, in a felicitous speech, thanked 
the other officers, members and committees of the Board for 
their hearty and faithful co-operation during the year. The 
annual election of officers then took place and resulted as fol- 
lows, all of the elections being unanimous: 

President, Willis G. Gregory, Buffalo. 

First Vice-President, Chas. B. Sears, Auburn. 

Second Vice-President, Clarence O. Bigelow, New York. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Warren L. Bradt, Albany. 


OFFICERS OF THE LOCAL BRANCHES. 


The three branches then organized as follows: 

Eastern Branch—Clarence O. Bigelow, chairman; Chas. S. 
Erb, secretary. 

Middle Branch—George H. Merritt, Newburgh, chairman; 
Warren L. Bradt, secretary. 

Western Branch—S. A. 
Reimann, Buffalo, secretary. 


Grove, Buffalo, chairman; Geo. 
. 


PREREQUISITE CLAUSE COMMITTEE AGREE ON A BILL. 


After the meeting of the State Board of Pharmacy there 
was a spirited meeting of the Prerequisite Clause Committee of 
the State Pharmaceutical Association. All members of the 
committee, with the exception of William Muench, of Syracuse, 
were present, namely, C. O. Bigelow, New York; George Rei- 
mann, Buffalo, and A. B. Huested, Albany; William C. Ander- 
son, president of the State Association, was also present. A bill 
was drafted and approved, amending the State Pharmacy law 
by providing that a college education shall be a prerequisite to 
examination for licenses before the State Board of Pharmacy. 
The bill will be introduced in the State Legislature at an early 
date. 


DR. WILLIS G. GREGORY, THE NEW PRESIDENT OF THE NEW YORK 
STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY. 


Dr. Willis G. Gregory, M.D., Ph.G., who was chosen presi- 
dent of the New York State Board of Pharmacy at the annual 
meeting held in Albany on January 4, was born in Theresa, 
Jefferson County, N. Y., where his father kept a general store. 
While the son was still very young the family moved to Amster- 
dam, N. Y., and the father engaged in manufacturing, con- 
tinuing the business on locating in Buffalo a few years later. 
it was not till 1868 that he took up the calling of a pharmacist. 
which he continued till his death. The son was not of a rugged 
constitution at the outset, and while still a small boy was sent to 
the farm of an uncle in Southern New York, from which at 
the age of 12 he returned to Buffalo in robust health to take 
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up ‘his life work, which was first to complete the high school 
course and then return to the store, from which he traveled 
for some time. In 1879 he took up the study of medicine at the 
University of Buffalo in connection with his duties at the phar- 
macy, graduating three years later. His father was now well 
advanced in years, so that he did not enter on the practice of 
medicine, but took an interest in the pharmacy, the store of 
W. L. Gregory & Son being one of the centers of pharmacy on 
upper Main street, and was maintained two years after the 
son established the pharmacy at Niagara and Morgan streets, 
when it was sold. In 1890 Dr. Gregory bought the Rieffenstahl 
pharmacy in the Genesee Hotel, selling the other some time 
after, as the latter location was more central and which was 
soon made one of the best known and best patronized drug 
stores in Buffalo. 

Few men in Buffalo have done more to elevate the calling, 
for he not only sold high class goods, but his personality has 





DR. WILLIS G. GREGORY, 
President of the New York Board of Pharmacy. 


been strong in the direction of upright dealing, which has been 
shown always in matters of legislation, both locally and in 
State pharmacy matters. In 1886 he was elected a member 
of the Erie County Board of Pharmacy, a position he retained 
till it was superseded in 1900 by the present State Board, to 
which he has already been re-elected. On the establishment of 
the College of Pharmacy in the University of Buffalo he was 
given the chair of pharmacy, and in 1890 was made dean of 
the college, which position he still holds. In 1889 he was 
elected president of the State Pharmaceutical Association and 
was re-elected, a distinction at that time quite unusual. He is 
a member of the American Pharmaceutical Association and 
was a delegate in 1890 to the convention for the revision of 
the U. S. Pharmacopeia, and has remained a member of the 
Revision Committee. For five years, beginning with 1880, he 
was hospital steward to the State militia, twice going to Creed- 
moor aS a member of the regimental rifle team. He is chair- 
man of the Committee on Trade Interests of the Erie County 
Pharmaceutical Association and is president of the Buffalo 
Drug Exchange. He is very active in church affairs, but takes 
no part in party politics. As a member of the State Board of 
Pharmacy he has worked hard for the firm establishment of 
this first really organized and determined effort to purify and 
elevate pharmacy over the State, and his election to the presi- 
dency now is but a due recognition of his leadership in phar- 
macy, whether as a business or as a measure. There will be no 
interruption of the growing usefulness of the board while he 
is at the head of it. 


“That man in there is a hypocrite,” said Jackson, as he left 
the drug store. “ You mean the druggist?” “Yes. When I 
went in I interrupted him in the midst of compounding a pre- 
scription ; I told him I wanted a 2-cent stamp and he smiled as 
sweetly as if he was glad to see me.”—Philadelphia Press. 


GOLDEN JUBILEE OF THE HUMPHREYS HOMCEOPATHIC 
MEDICINE COMPANY 

This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Humphreys 
Homeopathic Medicine Company ; or, more strictly speaking, it 
is just fifty years ago that Dr. Frederick Humphreys, who 
founded the business, first placed his specifics on the market, 
and they have been sold continuously ever since. From a small 
local trade in 1854 the business has developed into world-wide 
proportions, the house having branches in Paris, Rio Janerio, 
and Buenos Ayres, and the detailed account of the inception and 
development of this trade forms one of the most interesting 
chapters in the history of the manufacturing drug trade of the 
country, and also in the history of American business enter- 
prises. 

The story of the rise of this house is naturally very closely 
interwoven with the story of the life of its founder, Dr. Fred- 
erick Humphreys, from 1854 to the time of his death in 1900. 
Dr. Humphreys was born in this State in 1816. He had some- 
what of a varied career up to 1844, when he settled in Utica and 
united with his father in the practice of medicine. The winters 
of 1848, 1849 and 1850 were spent at the Homeopathic Medical 
College in Philadelphia. From 1848 to 1852 he made an im- 
portant investigation, which laid down the foundation for his 
great work of the future. In 1853 he removed to this city. For 
some time prior to that he had been maturing a plan for the 
preparation of homceopathic medicines for popular use, and had 
invented a number of combinations which he termed his 
“ Homeopathic Specifics ’"—the name which they have carried 
ever since. It was in 1854 that these were first offered to the 
public. Dr. Humphreys did not offer his specifics to the people, 
however, until they had been proven for many years in his pri- 
vate practice with uniform success and satisfaction. Each 
year succeeding 1854 saw an increased demand for these reme- 
dies, and in 1858 the list of homeeopathic remedies for general 
use had increased to 15 articles, being known as 1, 2, 3, 4, ete. 
The lettering system was adopted at that time and special 
remedies were lettered from A to E inclusive. Single bottles 
of any number were then sold for 25 cents, and of any of the 
letter at 50 cents. The headquarters of Dr. Humphreys were 
then at 562 Broadway, and later a branch establishment was 
opened at 588 Sixth avenue. About 1877 the business had in- 
creased to the extent that it required greater manufacturing 
facilities, and the Broadway location was changed to 109 Ful- 
ton street, where the business was carried on for some 15 years. 
Then it was removed to the building at the corner of John and 
William streets, the present location. The company, who are 
capitalized at $500,000, publish a great deal of literature in 
English, German, Spanish, Portugese and French, and to cele- 
brate this semicentennial the firm are about to distribute copies 
of Dr. Humphreys’ Specific Manual, printed on heavy paper 
and in a special cloth binding. The officers of the company are 
Frederick H. Humphreys, president; F. L. Humphreys, vice- 
president, and Herbert B. Harding, secretary and treasurer. 


Government Pharmacists Remember Dr. Payne. 

Dr. George F. Payne, of Atlanta, was the recipient, on 
Christmas eve, of a handsome diamond ring from the pharma- 
cists of the Public Health and Marine Hospital Service of the 
United States, as a token of their appreciation of his “ ener- 
getic, untiring and successful work in their behalf.” Dr. 
Payne is chairman of the special committee of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association, which is prosecuting efforts for a 
better recognition of the Government pharmacists, and he has 
done much work in their interest. 


John Paul Jones, the popular New York State representative 
of Sharp & Dohme, whose shiboleth is, “I pay the freight,” 
celebrated with Mrs. Jones, at their home in Baltimore, on 
Saturday, January 2, the twenty-fifth anniversary of their 
marriage. The occasion was a very festive one, and was 
marked by the receipt of numerous letters of congratulation 
and good will from a host of friends throughout the country. 
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SELAH R. VAN DUSER. 

Selah Reeve Van Duser died at his home in Newburgh, N. 
Y., December 27, aged 80 years. Mr. Van Duser was at one 
time prominent and well known in the wholesale and jobbing 
drug trade of New York, the extent of his business leading him 
to open branches in Europe. He amassed a great fortune out 
of the business and owned one of the handsomest villa resi- 
dences in Newburgh, besides a summer home on the Thousand 
Islands, on the St. Lawrence, and a winter home at Aiken, S. C. 
He retired from active business some 10 years ago, and during 
the past year has been in poor health. He was born in 1823 in 
New York, where his father was for many years president of 
the New York Exchange Bank. Mr. Van Duser’s paternal 
ancestors came to this country from Holland in the latter part 
of the seventeenth century and settled in New York State in the 
lower part of the valley of the Hudson River. His maternal 
ancestors, the Sayres, came from England. Job Sayre came 
over in 1640 and his descendants settled in Orange County, New 
York. Mr. Van Duser is survived by a widow and three chil- 
dren, Frederick Van Duser, president of the American Society 
in London; Henry Sayre Van Duser, a lawyer in New York 
City, and Mrs. Frank V. Burton, of Newburgh. 

WILLIAM PHELPS. 

The many friends and acquaintances of William [helps 
will be grieved to learn of his death, which occurred at his 
residence in Yonkers, N. Y., on December 22, 1903. For over 
thirty-five years Mr. Phelps was actively interested in leading 
proprietary manufactures, having been associated with the 
firm of Reed & Carnrick during their earlier successes, and 
afterwards for many years with the New York Pharmacal 
Company of Yonkers, with whom he remained until the retire- 
ment of Mr. Goodale from the firm of Doliber, Goodale & 
Company, of Boston, and the incorporation of that firm as a 
stock company, of which he became a director. Of late years 
his health did not permit of active work, although his passing 
away was unexpected. Besides the widow, Mr. Phelps left a 
daughter and two sons, one of the latter, Charles M., being 
the manager of the traveling force of the Horlick’s Food 
Company, of Racine, Wis. 

JOHN KEESHAN. 

John Keeshan, an old and respected pharmacist of Cincin- 
pati, whose name has been mentioned repeatedly in our Cin- 
cinnati letters, died at his home in that city on December 26, 
1908, at the age of seventy-three. Mr. Keeshan was a native 
of Ireland, having been brought to this country when only one 
year of age. The family settled in Cincinnati, where Mr. 
Keeshan studied pharmacy. He opened a store at Sixth and 
Walnut streets when twenty-one years old, and after conduct- 
ing it for about fifty years he removed to 611 Walnut street. 
Being compelled to retire temporarily on account of ill health, 
when he resumed business it was in a new location at Race 
and Commerce streets. He was finally compelled to relinguish 
this. He had been suffering with a complication of ailments 
due to advanced age for several months prior to his death, 
which was not unexpected. He leaves a widow and four 
children. 


DR. CORNELIUS N. O'LEARY. 

Cornelius N. O’Leary, M. D., of Manhattanville, New York, 
was killed by a motor train in Brooklyn on December 12. He 
was born in Ireland in 1839, and came to this country with his 
father when a boy. He received his early education in Canada, 
and was a graduate of the College of Montreal. In 1862 he was 
graduated from the medical department of the University 
of the City of New York, and upon the death of his father in 
1864, succeeded him as Professor of Philosuphy and Classics 
in Manhattan College, when the practice of medicine soon be- 
came a secondary matter with him. In 1870 he was. appointed 
an inspector of the New York Health Department, and resigned 
that position after a year of service to become a member of 
the old New York Board of Pharmacy. Dr. O’Leary was a 
frequent contributor to the magazines, and his articles were 
eminently philosophical. 
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THEODORE W. EDWARDS. 

Theodore W. Edwards, an old employee of Schieffelin & 
Co., died suddenly on Thursday, December 31, 1903, from an 
attack of apoplexy believed to have been induced by over exer- 
tion in hurrying to catch a train. Mr. Edwards, who was a 
his sixty-fifth year, entered the service of Schieffelin & Co. in 
1855. By faithful attention to his duties he earned promotion 
to the responsible position of head of the city buying depart- 
ment, which place he filled up to the time of his death. He is 
survived by a widow, two sons and a daughter. The funeral 
services were held from his late residence, 347 Webster avenue, 
Jersey City. 

CHARLES H. MONELL. 

Charles H. Monell, proprietor of the old established phar- 
macy at 2 First avenue, corner of Houston street, New York, 
died in Bellevue Hospital, December 28, 1903, from a fractured 
skull, the result of a fall from a window of his apartment on 
the second story of the building occupied by his pharmacy. He 
had been in business there since 1862 and only slept on the 
premises occasionally, his residence being at 148 West One 
Hundred and Third street. The deceased was well known as 
the proprietor of several proprietary articles which had more 
than a local fame and reputation. 

JOHN WORTHINGTON, JR. 

John Worthington, Jr., who was in business with his father 
in the retail pharmacy at 162 Fulton street, Brooklyn, died at 
his residence, 382 Jay street, on December 22, 1903, at the age 
of fifty, from the effects of burns accidentally sustained a 
month previously. He was a native of Quebec, Canada, and 
received his education at Lavalle University. He had lived 
in Brooklyn the gretater part of his life. 

DR, T. B. WELCH. 

Dr. Welch, the founder of the Welch Grape Juice Company, 
died at his residence in Philadelphia on December 29, 1903. 
He was stricken with apoplexy on Christmas day, and gradu- 
ally sank until his end. 

. DIED. 

APPENZELLER.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Tuesday, December 
22, Gustav A. Appenzeller, in the fifty-second year of his age. 

FieLp.—In Elizabeth, N. J., on Tuesday, December 29, Byron 
Gardner Field, in the fifty-sixth year of his age. 

FirMIN.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Monday, December 21, 
George J. Firmin, in the eightieth year of his age. 

Gates.—In Springfield, Mass., on Tuesday, December 22, 
Edward O. Gates, in the fifty-first year of his age. 

KEESHAN.—In Cincinnati, Ohio, on Sunday, December 27, 
John Keeshan, in the seventy-fourth year of his age. 

MILLER.—In Albany, N. Y., 
Albert R. Miller. 

Moran.—In Atlanta, Ga., on Sunday, December 20, Dr. 
Charles Moran, in the forty-sixth year of his age. 

Morean.—In Springfield, Mass., on Sunday, December 20, 
Richard Evan Morgan, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

PINKERTON.—In Detroit, Mich., on Sunday, December 27, 
Robert J. Pinkerton, in the forty-fourth year of his age. 

VELSEY.—In Ticonderoga, N. Y., on Wednesday, December 
23, Horace G. Velsey, of Troy, in the fifty-fifth year of his age. 

WESTBROOK.—In Atlanta, Ga., on Sunday, December 27, Dr. 
J. W. Westbrook, of the firm of Westbrook & Cox. 

WILLIAMS.—In Independence, Iowa, on Friday, January 1, 
H. T. Williams, of Solon. 

AMmeES.—In Chelsea, Mass., on Thursday, December 31, John 
N. Ames, in the fifty-third year of his age. 

O’Connor.—In New York, N. Y., on Friday, January 1, 
Thomas D. O’Connor, in the forty-fifth year of his age. 

WEtcH.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Tuesday, December 29, Dr. 
T. B. Welch, vice-president of the Welch Grape Juice Company. 

WHEELER.—In Trumansburg, N. Y., on Monday, December 
21, Levi J. Wheeler, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

Witcox.—In Beaver, Pa., on Monday, December 28, Lemuel 
Wilcox, in the sixty-second year of his age. 


on Saturday, December 19, Dr. 
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Greater New York News. 


W. A. Munn, of St. John, N. B.. a prominent refiner of cod- 
liver oil, was in town last week. 


The employees of Magnus & Lauer enjoyed their annual 
luncheon at the Drug Club the day before Christmas. 


The engagement is announced of William H. Erhart, vice- 
president of Charles Pfizer & Co., to Mrs. E. Harriette Graves 
Faye, widow of James J. Faye. 


J. G. Beck, the well known druggist of Baltimore, and chair- 
man of the N. A. R. D.’s Committee on National Legislation, was 
in town for a few days last week. 


The New York Fire Insurance Exchange has made a 10 per 
cent. reduction on several classes of risks. It benefits many 
wholesale druggists. 


As a token of their esteem the employees of the Franklin H. 
Kalbfieisch Company presented Franklin H. Kalbfleisch with a 
Christmas gift—a handsome barometer, thermometer and ship’s 
bell clock. 


Announcement was made on January 1 that the copartner- 
ship of Powers & Weightman was dissolved by the death of 
Robert J. C. Walker. A. M. Walker was admitted as a member 
of the firm, the business to be conducted under the same firm 
name as formerly. 


The annual meeting of the Manufacturing Perfumers’ Asso- 
ciation of America will be held in this city on February 3 and 4. 
There will be a stag entertainment on the evening of the fourth. 
The members are determined that this year the entertainment 
will be strictly a stag affair. Why? But that’s not for 
publication. 


Among the recent visitors to the local drug market were: 
H. C. Rennick, Philadelphia; V. A. Bradbury, Evanston, Wy- 
oming; Dr. Bowers, Pittsburgh; Charles E. Dodd, Albany; J. E. 
Rogers, Burlington; Joseph Litster, Rochester; J. W. Jennings, 
Washington, D. C.; Messrs. Webb, Souers and Ralston, of the 
Iowa Drug Company, Des Moines; J. C. Pratt, manager of the 
Detroit section of the traveling force of Parke, Davis & Co.; H. 
J. M. Ellis, Singapore, and M. J. Osborn, of Chicago. 


The close of the old year was celebrated in the accustomed 
fashion at the Drug Trade Club on Thursday, December 31, by 
having a table d’hote luncheon served from 12 to 3, followed 
during the afternoon by numerous recitations and songs, ren- 
dered by the Old Crow quartette. During the luncheon hour 
Scherber’s Orchestra was in attendance and furnished music. 
The club was crowded with members and guests. On account 
of the anticipated large attendance the ladies’ privilege was 
suspended for the day. 


The United States Circuit Court of Appeals has rendered 
a decision on the appeal of the Tartar Chemical Company from 
an assessment of duty on crude tartar imported from Algeria. 
The company claimed that the importation should come under 
the provision of the French Reciprocity Treaty of 1898, provid- 
ing a 5 per cent. ad valorem duty. The United States General 
Appraisers sustained the collector, holding that Algeria was not 
a part of France, as the term was used in the treaty. The Cir- 
cuit Court reversed the appraisers, holding that the French 
authorities and courts considered Algeria a part of France. 


As a weather forecaster, Albert B. Baltzly, pharmacist, at 
Broadway and Ninety-sixth street, New York, is an admitted 
success, but as a forecaster of burglars he has to confess to 
failure. He studied the skies last Saturday, decided that it would 
rain Sunday, and laid in an extra supply of stamps. It did 
rain Sunday, but his customers got no stamps. His science 
hadn’t forecast the burglars who entered his premises some 
time during the night and looted his stamp drawer and cash 
till for the fourth time in four years. Mr. Baltzly has mis- 
directed his efforts; he should take a course in divination or 
crystal gazing. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


The annual monthly meeting of the New York section of 
the American Chemical Society took place at the Chemists’ 
Club, 108 West Fifty-fifth street, New York, last Friday evening. 
The programme for the evening included the following papers: 
Professor W. D. Halliburton, “The Dietetic Value of Patent 
Food ; ” William Campbell, “On the Structure of Metals and 
Alloys. Aluminum Alloys;” F.V. D. Cruser, “The Determination 
of Molybdenum in Steel,” 30 minutes; F. D. Dodge, “ Notes on 
the Preparation of Standard Alkalimetric Solutions;” H. C. 
Sherman, “ On the Determination of Nitrogen in Food Materials 
and Physiological Products.” 


The fifth annual ball of the Drug Clerks’ Circle was held at 
Terrace Garden on Christmas eve. It was attended by several 
hundred drug clerks and their friends, and was a pronounced 
success. In the opinion of many it was the best annual ball 
ever given by the circle. A substantial sum—the proceeds of the 
ball—will probably be used to hire a canvasser to secure addi- 
tional members and perhaps to secure new quarters. Among 
the guests present were William C. Anderson, president of the 
State Pharmaceutical Association; Charles S. Erb, president of 
the Manhattan Association, and Dr. George C. Diekman, the two 
latter being members of the State Board of Pharmacy; Joseph 
Weinstein, president of the New York Retail Druggists’ Associa- 
tion; Peter Diamond, A. Bakst, and others. 


THE ‘“ CODLIVER OIL CHARGES.” 


George B. Martin, New York agent of O. S. Jervell, one of 
the largest producers of Lofoden codliver oil, issued the fol- 
lowing typewritten statement on Friday of last week: 

“Trygoe Jervell, a manufacturer and refiner of codliver oil, 
doing business as O. S. Jervell, at Aalesund, Norway, has 
brought a libel suit against Edward P. Hals on account of the 
publication of the circular recently issued by Hals to the cod- 
liver oil trade, claiming damages in the sum of $60,000.” 

The foregoing, it will be seen, has reference to the circular 
issued by Mr. Hals and printed in these columns, under the 
heading “ Codliver Oil Charges,” in the issue of December 14, 
1903. 


German Apothecaries’ Reunion. 


Great preparations are being made for the fifty-third re- 
union and annual ball of the New Yorker Deutscher Apotheker 
Verein, which will be held in Terrace Garden, East Fifty-eigth 
street, between Third and Lexington avenues, New York, on 
Thursday evening, January 21. Invitations have been sent 
broadcast, accompanied by a circular, in which 8. V. B. Swann, 
chairman of the entertainment committee, says: 

“To foster that feeling of good fellowship which is gradu- 
ally but surely pervading the retail drug trade of this city, this 
society offers to you a share of that unbounded hospitality, 
which it is so well known to extend to all who attend its 
social affairs. Come and partake of the same, to the end that 
we may all become better known to one another, and assist in 
furthering the cause of brother pharmaceutical feeling and 
sociability, not forgetting that our wives and sweethearts are 
a part of that cause, and must not be left at home on this 
festal night.” 

The promenade concert will begin at 9:30 o’clock, and the 
grand march at 10:30. The cost of the gentlemen’s hat check, 
which is the equivalent of an admission ticket, is 50 cents. 


Present Pharmacy Inspectors Will Not be Disturbed. 

At the meeting of the State Civil Service Commission in 
Albany, on December 30, last, Secretary Warren L. Bradt and 
President A. H. Brundage, of the State Board of Pharmacy, 
appeared before the commission in reference to the classifica- 
tion of positions under the board in conformity to the recent 
opinion of the Attorney-General. The commission placed the 
members of the board in the unclassified service and the eight 
inspectors in the competitive class. The present inspectors wil! 
be recognized by the commission as being properly in office 
without examination, the board being accorded this concession 
on its contention that the inspectors were practically engaged 
in expert detective service. 
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WESTERN NEW YORK. 





Buffalo Druggists in an Apprehensive Mood— Happenings Through- 
out the State. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, January 6.—Buffalo druggists are not boasting of 
business this winter, but they are finding quite commonly 
that last year was a good one. Some of them say that it 
brought them more business and profit than did the Pan- 
American year. There is always some cause for anxiety, 
though, as the business is an easy one to take up and is held 
.to be more desirable than other callings generally. So when 
the report came of the prospective establishment of the Lyon 
drug store on Main street there was naturally apprehension. 
Still there have been reassuring reports of late. It is said that 
the new store has a line of trade that will not interfere much 
with the older stores. Some remark has been made on the 
fact that the store rented for occupation is only 25 feet wide, 
but it is reported that the one of the same management in 
Providence is some feet narrower and yet it does a $300,000 
business annually. 


EVERYDAY HAPPENINGS IN BUFFALO AND OTHER WESTERN NEW 
YORK PHARMACIES. 


Z. Z. Kielawa has moved his pharmacy from Peckham street, 
Buffalo, to Broadway. 


Dr. C. R. Clarke, of Ransonville, has bought the pharmacy 
of A. J. Barry, of that village. 


Dr. Clothier, for some time in charge of the Buffalo phar- 
macy of J. A. W. Garzynski, has retired on account of ill health, 
and W. E. Thrall, a licensed pharmacist, has been chosen to 
the place. 


B. B. & H. W. Slade, of Whitesville, have bought the phar- 
macy of J. A. Anderson, of that place, and will conduct it as a 
firm in connection with the one already owned by them at the 
neighboring village of Belmont, one remaining in each store. 


There was a dangerous fire in the pharmacy of George 
Reimann, Buffalo, during New Year’s week. It took from a stove 
and was eating out the floor when the department arrived. 
It was extinguished before reaching the drug stock, so that 
the damage will be only about $50. 


Charles Stoddart, of the Buffalo firm of Stoddart Bros., 
has gone to North Carolina for a season of rest. Thomas 
Stoddart, being a member of the Common Council of the city, 
has been very busy of late, during the annual reorganization 
of that body. 


There is a movement on foot to close up all retail drug 
stores in Rochester on Sundays. One of the old standbys, J. K. 
Post & Co., never open on Sunday. The Dake Drug Company, 
we understand, will close for the entire day, commencing Janu- 
ary 1. Others will probably follow suit. The poor druggist 
needs a rest one day in the week. 


B. F. Wineager and Albert B. Hopp, both prescription clerks 
at the B. M. Hyde Drug Company, have decided to embark on the 
road of trouble, Mr. Wineager to represent Adolph Spiehler, of 
Rochester, and Mr. Hopp the well known firm of Frederick 
Stearns & Co., of Detroit. We wish them success in their new 
undertaking. F. W. Fleming, of Auburn, succeeds Mr. Winea- 
ger as prescription clerk at Hyde’s. 


DOINGS OF THE SALESMEN. 


L. E. Treat begins the year early by taking in his home 
town, selling the hospital supplies and digestive tablets of the 
red cross house of Johnson & Johnson. 


The Syracuse house of Charles Hubbard & Son continue to 
cover the Buffalo drug trade in the person of Edgar P. Reynolds, 
who is usually to be found on the same part of his round the 
same time every week. 


George C. Gildersleeve, representing the Philadelphia house 
of John Wyeth & Brother, was in the city late in November 
with an eye to the best interest of the business. 


Joseph V. Gartland reached this city December 1 with the 
usual good things in the Ed. Pinaud perfumery line, which he 
sells for the American house of Victor Klotz. 


Henry Leerburger, the regular standby when any one is in 
need of the perfumes, essential oils, etc., of Leerburger Broth- 
ers, comes this month on his. accustomed round. 


E. C. Stanley, with a full list of indigo, mustard, extracts 
and essences for the New York house of D. R. James & Brother, 
is with us for the holiday trade, as active as ever. 


E. T. Green, who sells the specialties of the St. Louis and 
New York Mallinckrodt Chemical Works, went over the Buffalo 
territory early in December with satisfactory results. 


The Thomsen Chemical Company, of Baltimore, send us their 
accomplished salesman, B. J. Smith, who was able to distribute 
a goodly amount of their specialties to the satisfaction of every- 
body. 

E. H. Powell, distributing drugs and chemicals for the good 
of mankind and incidentally for the benefit of the New York 
house of Lehn & Fink, reaches Buffalo before the winter holi- 
days. 

W. L. Baker, who takes care of the trade in August Flower 
and the other specialties of G. G. Green, of Woodbury, N. J., 
came this way from Rochester early in the month and drove 
the usual good trade. 


Arthur E. Westervelt sold a satisfactory amount of the 
soaps, etc., of Colgate & Co. here lately, and is due again soon, 
always covering the retail as well as the wholesale druggists in 
his trips. 





The Career of Joseph A. Hays. 


The suit brought by Dr. W. S. Barclay, of Pittsburgh, 
against the Charles Roome Parmele Company, of New York, to 
recover royalties, has developed some unsavory facts regarding 
the career of Joseph A. Hays, who acted as chemist for the 
Charles Roome Parmele Company when they commenced to 
manufacture arsenauro, mercauro and manganauro. Hays was 
discharged from the employ of the company about seven years 
ago for stealing some of the gold placed in his custody for chem- 
ical use, and on prosecution was sent to the State Reformatory, 
where he served five years. During his connection with the 
Charles Roome Parmele Company he attracted attention to 
himself through his proclivity for joining pharmaceutical asso- 
ciations and registering himself as a pharmacist in the differ- 
ent States where his college ort New York Board certificate 
would be accepted in lieu of examination. - On his liberation 
from the State Reformatory he went to Brooklyn, where he 
secured a position in a manufacturing house as chemist, but 
within a few months he was again in prison, charged this time 
with burglary and felonious assault. He was sentenced to 20 
years’ imprisonment and spent several months of this term at 
Sing Sing. He was then brought to the Kings County Peniten- 
tiary on an appeal, and is now there awaiting trial. Hays was 
dropped from membership in the New York State Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association shortly after his commitment to the reforma- 
tory. 


The Massachusetts Board of Pharmacy. 


The State Board of Pharmacy held four examinations last 
month, at which the following successful candidates received 
certificates: Matthew J. Dailey Lawrence; Timothy J. Murphy, 
Boston; Harry E. Noble, Lawrence; Edwin L. Pert, Beverly; 
J. Bennett Vogel, Quincy ; Edson B. Whitney, Charlestown; T. 
Franklin Mayo, Medford; Arthur T. Milles, Salem; Braz C. 
F. DeSouza, Providence, R. I.; James L. Halloran, South Bos- 
ton; William E. McCann, Jr., Hopedale; Jesse F. Morse, Middle- 
boro; Alfred J. H. Paquette, Boston; Willian C. Welsh, Lynn; 
Frederick S. Lovis, Boston, and Roy B. Nutter, Boston. Messrs. 
Mayo and Morse were members of the class of 1903, M. C. P. 
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Boston Druggists Meet—A Pharmacist on the State Board of Health 
—A Newton Druggist Loses His License—Another Local Or- 
ganization Formed. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, January 6.—The December meeting of the Boston 
Druggists’ Association was held at Young’s Hote) on the 29th 
instant. The guest of the evening was Prof. Oskar Eckstein, 
of tne department of Organic Chemistry of Tufts College, 
who spoke on “The Prostitution of Woman from a Scientific 
Standpoint.” William C. Maginnes, Ralph P. Hoagland, and 
Edward C. W. Wilson were elected members; and Orvis W. 
Nelson, treasurer and manager of Nimandi Liniment Mfg. Co., 
applied for membership. It was voted to deposit in trust 
$3000 of the association funds with the Massachusetts Hos- 
pital Life Insurance Company, for a term of 25 years, the 
interest only to be used by the association. In the event of 
the association disbanding before the expiration of the 25 year 
period, the fund is to go to the Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy, the income to be used for scholarships. The presi- 
dent appointed the following committees: On Annual Dinner, 
Reuben L. Richardson, George H. Ingraham, and James 0. 
Jordan; On Nomination of Officers, Hon. Gorham D. Gillman, 
Fred A. Hubbard, and Joel S. Omer. The annual meeting 
will be held at The Parker House on January 26. 

DRUGGISTS WANT REPRESENTATION ON THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


A delegation from the M. S. P. A., headed by President 
Flynn, called on the Governor on December 28. President 
Flynn was the first of the committee to address Gov. Bates, 
and explained that the members had been instructed to advo- 
vocate the desirability and need of a practicing pharmacist 
upon the State Board of Health. The other speakers, who 
advocated the appointment of a druggist to succeed the retir- 
ing member of the board were: Senator Bullock, Henry Can- 
ning, Freeman H. Butler, Amos K. Tilden, L. G. Heinritz, 
and William W. Bartlet. The Governor acknowledged the 
force of the request, and President Flynn is to confer with 
him later upon this subject. 

ADULTERATION DETECTED BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

The board has had a number of cases of adulteration 
requiring attention recently. One of these involved the sale of 
caramels containing 5 per cent of paraffin. Two specimens 
of lemon extract were tested, one of these contained 0.6 per 
cent. of lemon oil and 60 per cent. of alcohol. The other had 
1.4 per cent of lemon oil and 51.8 per cent. of alcohol. Two 
samples of borax were spurious; one was wholly sodium 
bicarbonate, and the other an admixture of the latter salt. A 
report has been made in “ Liquozone,” “ Simply Liquid Oxy- 
gen,” from the Liquid Ozone Company, Chicago. It is stated 
to be a solution of 1.35 per cent. sulphurous and 1.08 per cent. 
sulphuric acids, in water. With this combination of acids, 
the board is of the opinion that the teeth are liable to injury, 
unless the preparation is quite largely diluted. 


A DRUGGIST’S LICENSE REVOKED FOR THE ILLEGAL SALE OF LIQUOR. 


The Board of Aldermen of Newton recently considered the 
revocation of the license of P. J. E. Lacroix, of Nonantum, 
whose clerk was fined last fall for an illegal sale of liquor. 
The matter was investigated by a committee from the board, 
which sustained a majority of the charges, which included 
sales to minors and persons known to be drunkards. Alder- 
man Hubbard, a member of the Pharmacy Board, spoke upon 
the question, declaring that he was opposed to the granting of 
sixth-class licenses to any druggist. The city votes no license 
annually, and yet sixth class licenses are granted, so that the 
people can get liquor, and the odium falls on the druggist. 
He did not think the board should bear too heavily on Lacroix, 
as sixth-class licenses had been granted free rein for 16 years. 
He alleged that painters, holders of seventh-class licenses, 
allowing the sale of alcohol, were selling large amounts, and 
gave it as his opinion that they should be required to register 
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these sales. The license was revoked by a vote of 17 to 3, 
Alderman Hubbard being excused from voting. The board 
adopted an order authorizing the mayor to petition for legis- 
lation to require druggists to label every bottle of liquor sold 
under a sixth-class license, with their name and address. 


NORTH WORCESTER COUNTY DRUGGISTS CELEBRATE. 


The North Worcester County Retail Druggists’ Association 
held their first year banquet at the Windsor House, Gardner, 
on December 31. A unique menu was issued in honor of the 
event. The members derived much enjoyment from the outing. 
The officers are as follows: President, R. E. Mayo, Gardner ; 
vice-president, Converse Ward, Athol; treasurer, F. W. Lord, 
Athol, and secretary, R. D. Judd, Gardner. 


WAKEFIELD, READING, AND STONEHAM ORGANIZED. 


The druggists of Wakefield, Reading and Stoneham have 
formed an association. Officers: President, S. E. Ryder, Wake- 
field; vice-president, A. W. Danforth, Reading; treasurer, H. 
L. Emerson, Stoneham; secretary, Josiah S. Bonney, Wakefield. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Proprietors to Meet in Philadelphia so as to Carry Out Anti-Cutting 
Plan—The Close of a Prosperous Year—A Shorter Working 
Day—Fire Tragedy in a Drug Store. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, January 8.—There will shortly be a meeting 
held in this city of the manufacturers of proprietary medicines, 
and the question of regulating the retail price of their goods 
will receive much attention. It is understood that they will 
adopt a schedule of minimum prices and form an association, 
each contributing $100 per month to see that the schedule is 
made effective. They will, of course, receive much aid from 
the local association of the N. A. R. D. in establishing their 
prices, and it is sincerely hoped that the few aggressive cutters 
of this city will be brought into line either by persuasion or 
by sterner measures should this become necessary. 


A PROSPEROUS YEAR IN THE TRADE. 


The year just closed has been a fairly prosperous one for 
both the wholesale and retail druggists. Business, with a few 
exceptions, has been good all the year. There have been many 
increases in prices and the working of the new schedule that 
the P. R. D. A. put into effect last April has been exceedingly 
successful. A new schedule of prices is to be issued shortly. 
The committee is at work and it is understood that there will 
be a general advance over the prices that are now in effect: 

A SHORTER WORKING DAY IN A WHOLESALE HOUSE. 


When the employees of the Smith, Kline & French Company 
opened their envelopes recently each one received the following 
notice: 


The officers of the corporation desire to call the attention of our 
employees to the system inaugurated some time ago by which half a 
day on Saturday was given to tne employees all the year round, and 
other days closing as near five o’clock as is possible, giving an hour 
extra five days in the week to very much the larger number of them. 
This is equivalent to ten hours a week, or five hundred and twenty 
hours a year, which, on the basis of ten hours’ work a day, is equiva- 
lent to nearly nine weeks, and adding the week we give to every one of 
our employees this makes nearly ten weeks’ holiday. All of this extra 
time we have the right to demand of our employees without any in- 
crease of salary. We have made this concession because we are inter 
ested in the happiness and welfare of our employees, and because we 
believe it to be our duty to make the conditions under which they 
work as advantageous as possible. Our employees, however, must bear 
in mind that the president and vice-president of this corporation are 
directly responsible to the stockholders for their conduct of our busi- 
ness and for the obtaining of a fair net return on the money invested. 
The justification of our reduction in time must depend solely on the 
results obtained. If injurious to the business it will be impossible for 
your officers to continue this ey You will see, therefore, that 
this matter rests entirely with our employees. We believe that you 
appreciate the shortening of your hours of labor, and that you will 
show this appreciation by working industriously and intelligently for 
the interest cf the corporation. If every a will during business 
hours use his best efforts for the interests of the corporation, there is 
no doubt but that our business will be made sufficiently successful to 
justify the shortening of the hours of labor. We commend this matter 
to your earnest consideration, and take this opportunity to wish you 
all collectively, and each of you individually, our best wishes for a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year, and to ex- 
press our appreciation of the cordial feelings that exist throughout all 
the departments, between ali the employees, from the president of the 
corporation down. 
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CAMPBELL’S STORE BURNED IN OVERBROOK. 

A fire within a stone’s throw of the residences of several 
wealthy families of Overbrook destroyed the drug store and 
dwelling of Theodore Campbell, at Sixty-third street and Over- 
-brook avenue, a colored maid losing her life in the flames. The 
“Campbell family, as well as R. C. Strode, the druggist’s clerk, 
had a narrow escape. The loss amounts to about $5,000. 

About 4 a.m. Mr. Campbell awoke from sleep in his room 
-on the second floor and noticed the odor of smoke. Rushing out 
into the hall he gave the alarm. Strode heard the call in his 
room on the third floor and hastily threw on his clothes. Then 
he dashed into the hall past the colored maid’s door and 
‘shouted to her to get out of the house. 

The two men wrapped Mrs. Campbell and a baby boy, 20 
months old, in blankets and carried them down the smoke-filled 
‘stairway and out onto the lawn. A second child, Helen, a girl 


of eight years, was able to get out of the house unassisted. No. 


-one, except the men, however, had time to done any clothes, and 
so in their sleeping robes the mother and two children were 
arried across the street into the house of T. M. Andrews. 


THE MAID SUFFOCATED. 


All this time it was supposed that the colored maid, whose 
name was Rebecca Lackman, 28 years old, whose home was in 
the neighborhood of Fifteenth and South streets, had made 
‘good her escape and; fear stricken, had fled from the scene and 
hidden somewhere. As a matter of fact, she was still up in her 
room putting on some clothing and tying the rest of her posses- 
‘sions into a bundle. 

The firemen were finally able to extinguish the blaze, after 
it had gutted the first floor and part of the second, but be- 
fore it had reached the third. When the flames were out the 
firemen entered the building, and one of the first things they 
liscovered was a dead body lying at the foot of the stairs on 
the first floor. This proved to be that of the colored maid, and 
‘beside her lay her bundle of clothing. She had been suffocated 
‘by the smoke while trying to escape. 

The fire started in the cellar, where drugs and rubbish were 
stored. It is possible that the electric wires may have done 
the mischief or that spontaneous combustion may have been 
the cause. 


PHILADELPHIA NEWS NOTES. 


A. H. Bolton, jr., the drug sundryman, has been passing a 
few days at Ocean City. He says the bathing is fine and 
mosquitoes few. 


D. E. Bransome, the genial representative of Johnson 
& Johnson, has been doing some good bowling recéntly. Mr. 
Bransome practices regularly and has become very proficient in 
consequence. 


D. George Kocher, who owns the store at 1021 Girard 
avenue, has opened his new store at Fifty-seventh street and 
Girard avenue, which he will run in conjunction with the old 
stand. 


W. L. Cliffe is one of the hardest worked druggists in this 
city. There is no movement of interest to the drug trade that 
he is not sought after. Since he became a member of the State 
Pharmaceutical Examining Board he has been compelled to 
resign from some of the associations which he belonged to. 


Dr. George E. Dahis, the owner of the drug store at Forty- 
ninth and Woodland avenue, has been nominated for School Di- 
rector of his ward, The doctor is well and favorably known 
in his neighborhood, and there is little or no doubt but what 
he will be elected. 


There is a decided scarcity of drug clerks, and judging from 
the few that are successful in passing the examinations of the 
State Board of Pharmacy this scarcity is likely to be main- 
tained. It seems very peculiar that so few clerks are able to 
successfully pass this ordeal. The questions are certainly very 
practical, and the present board is composed of gentlemen who 
are thoroughly conscientious in the performance of their 
duties. 


THE WEST. 


The Iroquois Fire Casts a Damper on Festivities—No Bill by 
Grand Jury in Sage Case—The Year’s Trade Reviewed. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, January 4.—Although thé city is in mourning, the 
Iroquois Theater horror having struck almost every home, 
either directly or indirectly, comparatively few druggists seem 
to have suffered personal affliction through the loss of members 
of their families. The Veterans’ Society had planned to give 
a big New Year’s reception, which it was expected would be 
attended by all the old timers. As a result, however, of the pall 
which has fallen over everything, the idea was given up. Drug 
stores near the theater were stripped of everything which could 
be of use in caring for the hundreds of suffering ones who were 
laid in rows in seed stores, restaurants and dry goods houses 
in the neighborhood. There was a rush for oxygen apparatus 
at the supply houses and many lives were saved by its use. 
Lots of the victims were carried out of the theater almost dead 
from suffocation. The use of oxygen revived them, and had it 
been possible to get enough at the few houses where this 
apparatus is handled it is believed many names would not 
have appeared on the list of the dead. 





RELIEF FROM A PHARMACIST. 


William A. Dyche, business manager of the Northwestern 
University Medical College, and who is well known in the drug 
trade as a former member of the Board of Pharmacy, when he 
heard the cries of alarm in the theater and saw the actresses 
fleeing through the rear, mustered a relief corps of the faculty 
and surgeons in the vicinity, who were on hand almost at the 
time when the climax of the panic was reached. 


MR. SAGE NOT INDICTED. 


The Grand Jury has voted a “ no bill” in the case of William 
H. Sage, who was charged by the “ cocaine syndicate” with sell- 
ing abortifacients. It was represented that the evidence was 
insufficient and that it was a case of malicious persecution. 


THE COCAINE STRIFE 


is still going on, although it has been somewhat less spectacular 
of late. Walter H. Cramer, a druggist living at 479 Fullerton 
avenue, has been sent to the hospital for the insane at Dunning. 
It is said that Cramer lost his mind through the use of cocaine. 
He had a store at Randolph and Halsted streets and is 35 
years old. 


THE YEAR IN THE DRUG TRADE. 


The following review of the year’s business in Chicago was 
written by Joseph G. Peters, vice-president of the Fuller & 
Fuller Company : 

“The year 1903 will be remembered by the wholesale drug 
trade of Chicago as one that crowded the capacity ,of all the 
houses to care for the business offering from all points of the 
extended territory. It has been a year of strenuous effort to 
keep up with the modern demands of the retail trade —prompt 
shipments, no omissions and reliable prices. 

“That success has come to a reasonable extent is found in 
the result in volume of sales, which is a little over 10 per cent. 
increase. Values have been steadily maintained throughout the 
year, with but few fluctuations, the most pronounced being in 
codliver oil (Norwegian), which advanced from $25 to $150 per 
barrel. This increase was caused by the large falling off in the 
quantity of cod taken off the coast of Norway, said to be due to 
destruction of the fish by the presence of great numbers of seal 
off the fishing banks. 

“ Collections have been well sustained throughout the year, 
and failures in the retail drug trade at the minimum. 

“ With a Presidential year before us there will undoubtedly 
be a disposition to more careful buying, which always operates 
in favor of Chicago, as compared with the smaller jobbing 
points. 

“The wise merchant is always an investigator, and particu- 
larly in times of conservative management. 
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JAMES FE. BARTLETT, CHICAGO, 


Superintendent of Branches for Parke, Davis & Co. 


James E. Bartlett, who is superintendent of branches for the firm of 
Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, and manager of their Chicago house, 
is a iine type of the successful Western business man, having all the 
energy, animation and age essiveness which have gone toward making 
that type distinctive. Mr. Bartlett was born in Chicago thirty-seven 
years ago, and penctiensy his first business training began with his 
conection with the house of Parke, Davis & Co. in 1889, when he spent 
a year on the road for them. He then took a course at the Philadel- 

hia College of Pharmacy, and from there went direct to the great 
aboratories of Parke, Davis & Co. He acted as superintendent in De- 
troit for three years and as buyer for the house for five years. In 
1896, when the Chicago office was opened, Mr. Bartlett was sent to 
manage it, and the success of that office, resulting in the opening of a 
branch house there in 1901, is an index of his capacity and his execu- 
tive ability. Having a thorough technical knowledge of pharmacy and 
at the same time being perfectly familiar with the commercial aspects 
of the business, Mr. Bartlett is unusually well equipped for his work. 
In addition he has a happy faculty of eliciting the best efforts of the 
men associated with him and at the same time retaining their good-will 
and esteem, so that his most ardent admirers are those men who are 
working under his direction. 


“An eminently satisfactory year has been passed by the 
wholesale distributers of drugs and manufacturers of chemicals 
and pharmaceutical preparations. In the latter respect this 
city is fast assuming vast importance. There are a number of 
large establishments here devoted to the turning out of standard 
pharmaceutical preparations, and their output will equal in 
value the sales of the wholesale drug. houses handling in that 
line products from the ends of the earth. 

“Firm prices for the general drug and chemical] line have 
prevailed throughout the year. The changes in prices were 
relatively few, but their general tendency was higher. Never- 
theless the net gain in this respect was trifling. One of the 
large wholesale drug houses failed during the year, but this was 
due to the embarking in enterprises outside of the drug trade. 

* The annual trade of about $1,400,000 done by the disap- 
pearing firm has been divided mainly by other large houses 
here, but a portion of it has nevertheless gone to small jobbers 
at interior centers.” 

WESTERN NEWS. 

George Schreinek’s store at 1072 Lincoln avenue has been 
purchased by A. M. Reis. 

The Nevada Drug Company have opened a new store in the 
Gillespie Building at Nevada, Ia. 

Considerable counterfeit money has been passed in Evanston 
recently, several druggists being among the victims. 

J. G. Kaplan has purchased the Phenix drug store, at Lu- 
verne, Minn. 

Frank Broadgate, of Spencer, Iowa, has bought a half inter- 
est in the business of A. W. Larson & Co., at Peterson, Iowa. 
Mr. Larson has gone to Fort Dodge. 


Charles Vaughn has disposed of the controlling interest in 
the Richmond Drug Company, Richmond, Mo., to James A. 
Stamper, of Camden. 
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Ira J. Reame, a druggist at Oswego, Kan., has been sued for 
$20,000 damages by Susanna Dyer, who charges the druggist 
with selling her husband liquor. 


John Stewart has closed his store at Marion, Ind., under 
peculiar circumstances. Mrs. Stewart wrote a play, “ The War 
of the Roses,” and the druggist is said to have been crippled 
financially by the expense of staging it. 

Henry Cook, in charge of the sundries department of the 
Yahr-Lange Company, of Milwaukee, and formerly with Morris- 
son, Plummer & Co., has become buyer for the Houston Drug 
Company, at Houston, Tex. 


The Chicago Wholesale Drug House Employees’ Association 
have elected the following: President, Ray W. Kingsley ; vice- 
president, Philip Mee; recording secretary, Charles Metzger ; 
financial secretary, Fred Luther; treasurer, W. D. Valey. 


Reports from Winnipeg tell of the discovery of immense beds 
of what appears to be iron pyrites, carrying from 40 to 45 per 
cent. of sulphur. The beds are in the Steep Rock Lake district, 
near the Atikoka Iron range. 

Cc. J. Chapman, of Duluth, who travels for one of the drug 
houses there, was chased by five wolves while driving from Pine 
River to Backus, 12 miles. Chapman’s companions threw their 
lunch to the wolves piece by piece and thus kept them from the 
sleigh for a time. One of the horses died from the effects of the 
hard drive. 

E. A. Seck & Co., of Alton, Ill., have opened a new drug 
store in that city with a very complete stock and unusually 
handsome fittings, the soda fountain alone costing $2,500, while 
the stock invoices $5,000. Mr. Seck is a graduate of the North- 
western University and, until last November, was manager for 
W. E. Barnes, Chicago. 

The Charles H. Jones Pharmacy, which was recently opened 
at Beloit, Wis., is fitted up in a thorougly up-to-date manner 
by the M. Winter Lumber Company, of Sheboygan. Mr. Jones 
is a graduate of the Northwestern College of Pharmacy, class 
of 1898. He has an excellent business record, and, with the 
handsome surroundings which he has secured through tbe M. 
Winter Lumber Company, there is no doubt but that his new 
venture will prove a great success. 

An exhibit of antique bell metal mortars will be made at 
the St. Louis World’s Fair by Daniel Davidson, of Cromer, 
England. Mr. Davidson, who is a pharmacist, has the largest 
private collection of these mortars in England, and he has been 
asked by the British Royal Commission to allow his collection 
to be sent to St. Louis for exhibition at the World’s Fair as 
bearing on the historical and, to some extent, the artistic side 
of pharmacy. Mr. Davidson has consented, and 37 mortars have 
been sent to London for dispatch to St. Louis. 

The Voegeli Bros. Drug Company, of Minneapolis, who 
already conduct a prosperous pharmacy at 2 and 4 Washington 
avenue, corner of Hennepin, have purchased and taken pos- 
session of the drug store of Charles E. Leigh, at the corner of 
Nicollet avenue and Seventh street. For a number of years 
Voegeli Bros. have been urged to open a store on Nicollet 
avenue. The ever increasing area of the business district of 
Minneapolis has made the consummation of the plan necessary. 
The opportunity came in the willingness of Mr. Leigh to dis- 
pose of his store. The corner of Nicollet and Seventh street is 
now one of the most important corners in the city, and the 
progressiveness of Voegeli Bros. will tend to make it even more 
important from a business standpoint. The new store will be 
refitted and newly stocked, and will soon be recognized as the 
leading drug store on Nicollet avenue. Thomas Voegeli, of the 
firm, is widely and favorably known to the retail trade of the 
country through his connection with the N. A. R. D. 


The Maine Board’s Annual Report. 

The annual report of the State Commissioners of Pharmacy 
of Maine, just issued, shows that during the past year 91 per- 
sons took the examination for registered pharmacists and five 
for qualified assistants, and of this number 45 certificates were 
granted as registered apothecaries and two as qualified assist- 
ants. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


New York, January 9, 1904. 

Although business in drugs and chemicals has not been 
marked by any special animation during the past fortnight, the 
volume of trade has, on the whole, been very satisfactory, the 
inquiry covering a wide variety of goods, netting a business of 
considerable proportions in the aggregate. The new year gives 
promise of considerable activity, annual stock inventories hav- 
ing shown rather small supplies in the hands of interior deal- 
ers, and supplies in the hands of local dealers cannot be said to 
be burdensome. There are few features of special interest call- 
ing for notice at this time, most of the leading staples being 
quiet and unchanged, with prices firmly sustained as a rule. The 
expected advance in alcohol was announced on the first of the 
year, and few were taken unawares by it. Camphor has been 
again advanced, and a decidedly firmer feeling is evident in 
this article owing to the disturbed condition of affairs in the 
East. Japan controls the world’s supply of camphor, and this 
substance being an essential ingredient in the manufacture of 
smokeless powder, it is believed that no more will be exported 
until the possibility of war between Japan and Russia is 
averted. Meanwhile, the synthetic production of camphor is an 


assured fact, the article being now produced on a large scale by 


a new process at Port Chester in this State, and most of the out- 
put is being taken by the manufacturers of celluloid and gun- 
powder. This is a significant development which is attracting 
much attention. Some samples of the synthetic gum now in 
the possession of the editor of this journal have all the gross 
physical characteristics of the natural gum, from which, indeed, 
it cannot be distinguished. Menthol shares in the firmness which 
characterizes all Japanese and Chinese goods. An advancing 
market for crude material has sent up the price of Rochelle salt 
and seidlitz mixture, and increased cost of manufacture is re- 
sponsible for. fractional advances in other chemical products, 
which are referred to in the detailed report below. Clove oil is 
attracting marked attention, and some holders anticipate higher 
prices, but a wide range of values still prevails and the mar- 
ket is unsettled. Opium continues dull and featureless, and 
quinine, while reported in better demand, reflects the influence 
of pressure to realize on the part of second-hand dealers, and 
the market is inactive, though prices, as a rule, are well sus- 
tained in the face of the statistical position of the article. 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Wood alcohol, Newfoundland Codliver oil, 
Camphor, Dandelion root, 


Saw palmetto berries, 
Canary seed, 
Poppy seed. 


Rochelle salt, 

Seidlitz mixture, 

Clove oil, 

Blue vitriol, 

Chlorate of potash, 

Silver nitrate, 

Monobromated camphor, 
Drugs. 

Alcohol has been in fair average request during the interval 
and the quotations fixed by the principal distributors appear 
well sustained at $2.46 to $2.48, as to quantity, less the usual 
rebate for cash in 10 days. The long expected advance in the 
price ef wood alcohol took place on the first instant, the new 
prices being 55c for 95 per cent., and 60c for 97 per cent., a rise 
of 5c. Discounts remain the same, and the refined varieties of 
spirit are without change. 

Balsams.—Copabia, Central American, is selling freely in a 
jobbing way. with former quotations still current. Fir, Canada, 
continues scarce and in demand; only small lots are offered at 
the quoted range of $3.25 to $3.50. Peru is not taken with any 
spirit and values show an easier tendency, though $1.0714 to 
$1.10 is yet named. Tolu is slow of sale and the market is more 
or less easy at 25c to 28¢. Storax is meeting with more inquiry 
and sales are making at 13c to 14¢c. 


Barks.—Cascara sagrada has developed increased activity and 
the market has taken on a firmer tone, with quotations marked 
up to 16c to 18c. Buckthorn is in good demand and holders are 
firmer in their views at 5c to 544c. Cherry is scarce and firm 
and some holders decline to shade 744c, though 5c to 7c is gener- 
ally named. Elm, select in bundles, has marked another ad- 
vance, being now quoted at 40c. Cramp is in light supply and 
firm at 6c to 7c. Prickly ash is jobbing fairly and is sustained at 
14c to 20c. Sassafras is yet scarce and values are maintained 
at 7i4c to 10c. Cottonroot is easier, in view of the near arrival 
of new bark, and 12¢ to 13¢ is named. 

Buchu leaves, short, are in moderately active demand, and 
quotations are steadily maintained at 18c to 20c, as to quality 
and quantity. 

Cacao butter went at a decline at the last auctions, but spot 
quotations show no change, 28\%4c to 29¢ being yet named for 
bulk and 38c to 34c for 12-lb. boxes. 

Caffeine is a trifle unsettled as the result of a decline in 
Kuropean markets. Competition is somewhat keen among local 
holders, but open quotations show no variation from $2.50 to 
$2.65, as to quantity. 

Cantharides continue held and selling at the range of 37%4c to 
39c for Chinese and 72%4c¢ to 75c for Russian. 

Cocaine is unsettled by competition. While leading manu- 
facturers quote $3.50 to $3.70 for bulk, one foreign maker is 
offering at $3.40. ‘ 

Chloral hydrate is held by leading importers at 88¢ to 90c 
for crystals and 86c to 88e for crusts. Although it is held that 
srices should be higher, in view of the recent tariff decision, 
rumors are prevalent of shading in some quarters. 

Codliver oil, Norwegian, is again firmer under the influence 
of unfavorable reports from Norway, the fishing thus far being 
reported a failure. Newfoundland continues in demand and 
the salas have been at $2.50 to $3.25, as to quality and quantity. 
Advices to the London Chemist and Druggist under date of 
Bergen, December 19, indicate no improvement in the winter’s 
fishing, and buyers are holding off to await the develop- 
ments of the fishing before coming on the market again. The 
exports from Bergen up to date amount to 2,308 barrels against 
9,163 barrels at the corresponding date of last year. In Lon- 
don prices are unaltered, and for flnest Norwegian on the spot 
425s to 430s per barrel would have to be paid, and for New- 
foundland 425s. 

Cuttlefish bone, Trieste, is still the subject of some competi- 
tion and prime of regular pack is obtainable at 15c, and French 
at 13c. Jewelers’ is held at the wide range of 32c to 65¢ for 
large, and 54c to 57c for small. 

Damiana leaves continue in active request and prices are 
firm at 8c to 10c, as to quality and quantity. Unfavorable 
reports continue to be received as to the new crop. 

Ergot is maintained generally at 37c to 40c for Russian and 
Spanish, but there are lots offering at a shade under this, and 
some holders decline to entertain any bid under 40c. 

Formaldehyde is still affected by keen competition and 
prices are very irregular, down to 10c being named in some 
instances, though nothing is openly quoted below 12%c. 

Glycerin, refined, is firmer, in sympathy with the foreign 
market for crude, but previous quotations still obtain for spot 
goods, C. P. being quoted at 14%c to 14%4c in drums, 14%4c to 
14%¢ in barrels, and 154%c to 15%4c in cans, as to brand and 
quantity. 

Lycopodium is quiet, but holders are not endeavoring to 
sell at anything less than 57c to 58c, as to brand and quantity. 

Manna remains quiet, recent. concessions having failed to 
materially affect the distribution; small flake held at 32c, large 
at 50c to 55c, and sorts at 29c to 30c. 
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Menthol is unsettled, in company with other Japanese and 
Chinese products. Cables quoting higher prices have been re- 
ceived from Japan, and in this market case lots do not offer 
below $5.25. The inquiry in most instances is limited to broken 
packages, which are quoted at $5.35. 


Opium shows no improvement. The demand is slow and 
the tone of the market easy on the basis of $2.95 for cases and 
$2.971%4 to $3.00 for broken lots. Powdered is in fair demand, 
with sales at $3.55 to $3.65. 


Quinine is without new feature of interest, either as re- 
gards price or demand. Only small jobbing sales are reported, 
but the market has a steady tone and manufacturers’ prices 
are well sustained on the basis of 25c for bulk. Sales from 
second hands during the interval were at 24c to 2414c for Ger- 
man and 22\%4c to 2214c for Java. 


Salol continues to offer at $1.10 to $1.20 for bulk, but some 
in the trade are looking for a reduction in quotations owing 
to the recent tariff decision. 


Thymo! is firmer, $1.75 to $1.85 being now required, though 
we hear of sales in a small way at $1.70. 

Wax, Japan, has hardened in the interval, and 15%4c to 
15\4c is now quoted, as to quantity and seller. 


‘Chemicals, 
Alum does not vary from 1.75c to 1.80¢ for lump and 1.80c to 


1.85¢ for ground, and 3c and upward for powdered, at which 
range consumers are supplying their wants. 


Arsenic, white, offers quite freely, following recent arrivals, 
and 3.20c to 3.40¢c is now named, as to brand and quantity. 


Blue vitrol is in somewhat steadier position, and while 5c 


is named for round lots, 514c is generally required for jobbing 
quantities. ; 


Chlorate of potash, powdered, is scarce on spot, and quota- 
tions show an advance to 8c to 84c. 

Cream of tartar shows exceptional firmness and dealers gen- 
erally anticipate an early advance. While quotations from 
manufacturers are maintained at 2414c to 24%4c for crystals, and 
24144c to 25c for powdered, second hands offer in a retail way 
at 24%4c for either crystals or powdered, as to quantity and 
terms of sale. 


Flowers of sulphur is firmer and higher, with quotations ad- 
vanced to 2.20c to 2.5714c, as to quantity, the inside quotation 
being for carloads. 


Nitrate of soda is in a very unsettled condition owing to 
the loss at sea of a ship with a cargo of 4,500 tons. Most holders 
now name $2.25. 


Oxalic acid has developed a lower tendency and quotations 
are now 5ic to 5i4c, as to brand and quantity. 


Rochelle salt has been advanced by the manufacturers to 
the range of 2ic to 2114c, as to quantity, and seidlitz mixture is 
correspondingly higher, 1714c to 18c being now named, an ad- 
vance of 1c per pound. 


Silver nitrate has been further advanced by manufacturers 
to the range of 364c to 39%c, as to quantity, the inside figure 
for lots of 1000 oz. or over. 


Tartaric acid remains quiet, but there is seemingly no effort 
put forth to influence business at anything under 3114c to 31%4c 
for crystals, and 3114c to 31%c for powdered. 


Tin oxide is firmer, in sympathy with a stronger market for 
the metal, and quotations have been advanced to 34¢ to 38c. 


Essential Oils. 


Anise is held with more firmness in view of the situation 
in the East and $1.12% is now generally asked, though we hear 
of offerings at $1.10. 


Camphor is held at full previous prices, holders offering 
with reserve owing to Eastern war rumors; sales at 8%4c to 10c. 


Cassia has developed a decidedly stronger feeling and most 
holders decline to book orders at less than 72%4c. 
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Citronella shows marked firmness, in sympathy with the 
primary market, and 26c is now named as an inside figure for 
drums. 


Clove is very strong, in sympathy with the spice, and cans 
are now quoted at $1.15 to $1.17%, and bottles at $1.17% to 
$1.20. 


Cubeb is inactive and the tendency of the market still 
favors buyers, current quotations standing at 90c to $1.00. 


Lemon continues inactive and the tendency of the market 
favors buyers. The Messina correspondent of the AMERICAN 
Druceist writes on December 16 that in consequence of an 
abundant crop prices have reached a lower level than. ever 
previously experienced, 2s per Ib.. being quoted. Holders of 
bergamot and orange are reluctant to make contracts at pres- 
ent, as an early improvement in price is expected in conse- 
quence of recent activity. Messina quotations are bergamot to 
6s 8d and sweet orange 5s 6d. 


Peppermint is not actively inquired for at the moment, and 
we have no change in quotations to report, current sales being 
on the basis of $2.55 to $2.75 for bulk. 


Sassafras, artificial, has an upward tendency, in sympathy 
with the basic material, but 29c to 30c is still named. 


Wintergreen is unchanged from $1.85 to $2.10 for natural 
and 88c to 40c for synthetic. 


Gums, 

The feature of the market is camphor, which has been ad- 
vanced 2c per Ib. by refiners, who also decline to book forward 
orders at present quotations, a still further advance being 
confidently looked for. Other varieties of druggists’ gums 
have developed no new feature of importance either as regards 
price or demand. 


Roots. 

Aconite is steady and in moderate jobbing demand at 9c to 
10c for German. 

Aletris is firmer and higher, the principal holders having 
marked up prices to 25c to 30c in consequence of present scarcity. 

Arnica is in demand, but the stock is small and 8%c to 9c is 
asked. 

Blood is in limited supply and holders are firmer in their 
views at 1514c to 16c. 

Culvers has dropped a notch in the interval, there appearing 
to be only a limited outlet for stock at even 8c to 9c. 


Dandelion, German, offers more freely in instances, and 
though 8c is generally named, this figure might be shaded on a 
firm bid. ’ 

Golden seal is well sustained, and we hear of several large 
transactions on p. t. The quotation at the close was 75c to 76c. 

Mandrake offers more freely, and purchases can be made at 
9e to 10c. 

Senega continues under good control and held at 74c to 75c, 
the inside figure being named for round lots. 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is in better supply and easier ; quoted 
9c to M4. 


Seeds. 

Canary is lower, in sympathy with the primary markets, and 
Smyrna is now quoted at 44c to 414c and Sicily at 4%c to 4%e. 

Caraway is firmer and holders decline to shade 5c. 

Celery is being pressed for sale and the market is irregular 
and unsettled, with some quoting at 8c and others at 8\4c to 8c. 

Coriander is in firmer position, though quotations are un- 
changed at 3c to 3%c for natural and 3%c to 4c for bleached. 

Poppy is irregular; quoted 5i¢c to 5%c, as to holder and 
quantity. 

Sunflower continues in very small supply and holders decline 
to meet buyers below 2%4c. ° 


Wormseed, American, is scarce and in demand at 15c to 17c. 
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Opportunities for Export Trade 


THE DRUG TRADE IN BRAZIL. 

We present herewith illustrations of the interior of the store 
of Cesar Santos & Co., who are probably the leading wholesale 
and retail druggists in the city of Para, Brazil. This firm 
enjoy an excellent reputation for ability, energy, and an inti- 
mate knowledge of every aspect of the drug business, both 
wholesale and retail. They have the fullest confidence of the 
trade in and about Para, and maintain a number of travelers, 
who are constantly on the road enlarging their business. One 
of the features which will strike the American pharmacist 








the Amazon with the sea, and practically forming one of the 
mouths of the Amazon. Para is the principal depot for the 
export and import trade for the entire valley of the Amazon, 
and is the commercial center of the northern part of Brazil, 
and of a large portion of Peru, Bolivia, Venezuela, and 
Ecuador. ‘The population of Para is about 120,000, and of the 
States of Para and Amazonas about 900,000, the two States 
having an aggregate area of about 1,000,000 square miles. 
A regular fleet of steamers is maintained on the Amazon and 
its tributaries by the Amazon Steam Navigation Company, 
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Section of Retail Department of Cesar Santos & Co.’s Pharmacy, Para, Brazil. 


‘ a8 most unique is the reception room for physicians and 
patients. which is arranged in the style of a modern drawing 
room, with simple, though elegant, furnishings. The first illus- 
tration is a view of the dispensing department in the retail 
drug store, which is fitted up in a much similar style to 
that followed in the dispensing department of the higher class 
pharmacies of the United States. The illustration showing 
‘the storage room for drugs and bottled goods might be taken 
from the establishment of almost any up-to-date pharmacy 
conducted on a large scale. The finishing room, showing the 
bottling apparatus, etc., is very similar to the room used for 
the same purpose by our own manufacturing pharmacists, 
and is evidently provided with all the latest and most efficient 
devices for securing accuracy and dispatch in the work. 

THE CITY OF PARA, 
in which the house of Cesar Santos & Co. are located, is a 
large and safe port on the Para River on the northeastern 
coast of Brazil. This river is really an estuary connecting 


Ltd., keeping Para in touch with the whole of the immense 
water shed of the Amazon, one of the richest and most fertile 
sections of South America, and in fact of the world. 


TRADE RESTRICTIONS. 


There are so many restrictions governing the entry of 
American goods in Brazil, and then into the trade itself, 
that unless a firm be well informed regarding these condi- 
tions it would be exceedingly difficult to conduct a successful 
campaign for introducing a proprietary article. Nothwithstand- * 
ing these drawbacks, however, the country offers great possi- 
bilities for those who have goods suited for its needs. To suc- 
cessfully introduce goods it is practically essential to have some 
one on the ground who is thoroughly competent and is authorized 
to settele all the various questions which will arise, and whose 
experience will enable him to meet the various difficulties as 
they present theselves. The only drugs which have thus far 
been imported from the United States into Brazil are some of 
the well-known brands of patent medicines, and such impor- 
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tation is subject to quite severe restrictions. In the first place, 
application must be made through the National Analytical 
Laboratory at Rio de Janiero, the application being accom- 
panied by the full working formula of the article for which 
the import license is requested. Samples of the article 
must also be sent in for analysis, and this procedure must be 
gone through with for each separate article which it is pro- 





teception Room in Pharmacy of Cwsar Santos & Co. 


posed to introduce. If the formula and the examination prove 
satisfactory, a license is issued, costing $25, which license must 
be paid for each article entered, even though the same firm 
make half a dozen or more. 

We present below a translation of the law governing the 
introduction of chemical and pharmaceutical products into the 
Brazilian Republic: 

No druggist, pharmacist or chemist shall advertise or sell 
chemical or pharmaceutical products which have not been ap- 
proved by the Institutio Sanitario Federal. 

Chemical or pharmaceutical products imported from for- 
eign countries cannot be sold without license from the Insti- 
tutio Sanitario Federal, and it is the duty of the interested 
parties to solicit such a license, furnishing samples of such 
products of sufficient amount for analysis, as well as the re- 
spective formula, duly authenticated by the manufacturer. 

Chemical and pharmaceutical products not duly licensed 
cannot pass through the custom house. It is, therefore, neces- 
sary that parties interested should apply for a license for re- 
exportation of the respective articles within three months, at 
the close of which period such articles are, in case of noncom- 
pliance, confiscated and summarily dealt with. 

The agent applying for a license on behalf of a foreign dealer 
must file with the proper national authorities, first, a power of 
attorney, legalized by a Brazilian Consulate. Second, the for- 
mula of the chemical or pharmaceutical product duly authen- 
ticated by the manufacturer or patentee and legalized by a 
Brazilian Consulate. Third, the samples must be deposited in 
triplicate. 

As will be seen, the various procedures necessary to secure 
the entry of a proprietary medicine into Brazil are so compli- 
cated as to make it practically necessary for the proprietor to 
act through a local agent. 

AMERICAN RUBBER GOODS. 


Nearly all of the rubber sundries found in the stores in 
Brazil are exported from the United States, and these goods 
and the druggist sundries generally do not seem to be imi- 
tated or counterfeited. ‘The laws are quite severe regarding 
infringement of trade-mark rights, but notwithstanding this 
fact the local manufacturers resort to rather sharp practices, 
the ultimate results of which are equivalent in their effect to 
outright substitution. 

A FORM OF SUBSTITUTION. 


In one instance, at least, that of a well-known codliver oil 
emulsion, made in the United States, a preparation is put up 
in Brazil, which, in the general appearance of the bottle, 





label, etc., very closely resembles the American product. It is 
true that a specific disclaimer appears on the iabel to fhe 
effect that it is “not to be confounded with the North Ameri- 
cun brand,” and that it is “not to be confounded with ——’s 
Ixmulsion,” but these disclaimers ure printed in quite small 
type, and it is not at all improbable that many people purchase 
and use the Brazilian product who are under the impression 
that they are using the product made in the United States. Not- 
withstanding the various drawbacks connected with the sale 
of proprietary remedies and sundries in Brazil, many manu- 
ftacturers in the United States have succceded in introducing 
their goods here on a large scale. Among the products found 
there in nearly all the drug stores are: Colgate’s soaps and 
perfumes, Ayer’s, Humphrey’s, Bristol’s, Mother Siegel’s and 
Radway’s remedies, Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People, and 
large quantities of fountain syringes and breast pumps, 
lursing bottles, atomizers, etc., which were made in the United 
States. <A recent consular report from the pen of the Vice 
Consul of the United States to Para tells clearly what can be 
done by an enterprising and competent manager in the way 
of introducing proprietary preparations. The report says: 

Jolin Calder, who las been for seven years manager of 
br. Williams’ Medicine Company’s publicity in the Argentine 
and Uruguayan republics, and for two years manager in Bra- 
zil, has lately visited this city and flooded it with literature cal- 
culated to create a popular demand for the firm’s specialty, 
* Pink Pills for Pale People.” Mr. Calder does his work thor- 
oughly, and personally supervises, under a burning equatorial 
sun, the distribution of his firm’s literature. If everybody in 
Para is not acquainted with the virtues of “ P. P. P. P.,” it is not 
Mr. Calder’s fault. So far as I am aware, no other American 
firm than the one so ably represented is carrying on so exten- 
sive and thorough a campaign; though if our people understood 
what an enormous and profitable field awaits them here this 
gentleman would have hundreds of co-workers. Nowhere does 
good advertising pay better than in South America. Why don’t 
we do more of it? Americans are not getting their full share 
of the South American trade, and it is their own fault. 


American Trade in Denmark. 


Raymond R. Frazier, United States Consul at Copenhagen, 
Denmark, writes that trade relations with the United States 
are very cordial. Denmark buys a great variety of articles 








Bottling and Finishing Room of Cwsar Santes & Co.’s Pharmacy. 


from us yearly and would buy more in various lines if our 
exporters and manufacturers were as active in catering to the 
market as are the Germans. Where there is one American 
merchant or his representative visiting Denmark there are 
several Germans, and trade will go largely te those who seek it. 
The Germans are exceedingly active in Denmark and find a 
market for their wares by simply “ hustling.” 
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HOW TO BUILD UP TRADE IN MEXICO. 
- By Louis KalIseEr, 
United States Consul, Mazatlan, Mexico. 

The imports of Mexico will this year reach $60,000,000 gold. 
So far as the west coast of Mexico is concerned the greater por- 
tion of its trade is with Germany, Spain and France, in the or- 
der named. Business here can only be secured on an estab- 
lished acquaintance. The Mexican merchant, as a rule, will not 
be rushed into buying goods, but when he becomes personally 
acquainted with the salesman and feels at home with him it is 
a very easy task to secure orders. It is not difficult to get ac- 
quainted with the Mexican people. They are easy of approach 
and also easy to get on good terms with, but their temperament 
prevents them from making contracts in a hurry. A firm that 
has gained the confidence of a Mexican merchant and has se- 
cured a share of his business will never think of rushing the 
decision while the deal is being considered. 

If the deal on hand is a very large and important one, it 
takes sometimes months before it is concluded, and it would be 
useless for any one to try to rush things. It is very essential 
for the agent to speak Spanish fluently, so as to be able to con- 
verse with the Mexicans in their native tongue, as very few 
Mexicans speak English, and while many of the larger houses 
employ English correspondents in offices, yet many of these 
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same correspondents are not able to converse in English or 
speak it very indifferently. 

One of the great advantages in selling goods to Mexico is 
that failures are almost unknown here, as the merchants of 
Mexico are very conservative and extend their business only as 
far as their capital will permit. Fires and their results, which 
ruin thousands of business men annually in the United States, 
are of very rare occurrence here. Mazatlan has not been af- 
flicted with a fire for over 30 years. 

The Mexicans are polite to a high degree, and the Mexican 
merchant carries this characteristic trait into his business 
transactions. I have recently heard it said that American man- 
ufacturers are too curt in their letters; that they abbreviate 
their expressions and say what they have to say in a line or 
two, whereas they might just as well take double that space and 
say it more fully and much more agreeably. There is such a 
thing as lack of business courtesy even in correspondence. 

Much trade could be gained by the exporter or manufacturer 
familiarizing himself with the conditions existing in foreign 
countries. Send the best salesmen here. 

In my opinion this is the very best way to gain and increase 
our trade. 

The present consumption of many lines of American manu- 
factures is but a small per cent. of the business that should and 
can be built up by good salesmen on the ground. The Mexican 
market—that is, the trade condition which prevails in and 
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governs that market—gives preference to the products of the 
countries which have personal representatives on the ground to 
explain and exploit the value of the goods which they expect the 
merchants to buy. 

The traffic between Germany and Mexico has increased to 
such an extent within the last few months that the German 
line of steamers now plying between these countries is insuffi- 
cient to handle the export and import business. Owing to these 
circumstances, it is contemplated to establish a new line of 
steamers, making direct trips between Hamburg, Germany and 
the Mexican ports. 

The German press is well posted on the progress and re- 
sources of this Republic, and points out the fact that Mexico 
is very favorably inclined toward immigration, and are loud in 
their praises of the close commercial relations between Ger- 
many and Mexico. 


THE COMMERCIAL FUTURE OF MEXICO. 


In its issue of October 1 the Mexican Journal of Commerce 
says Prof. A. E. Sayus, of Paris, representing the French Board 
of Trade, the French Minister of Commerce, the Musee Social 
of France and a number of leading European journals, has 
been investigating the monetary, mining and industrial fea- 
tures of Mexico. After a more than ordinary study, made in 
an impartial manner, Professor Sayus has expressed the utmost 
confidence in Mexico’s future. He says: 

“After the monetary change now under way is realized 
there will come to Mexico a stream of capital from the United 
States, England and France, and one of the greatest booms in 
the history of the world will result. The United States 
will lead the movement. France and England will follow 
in the footsteps of the United States, but their invest- 
ments will not amount to anything like those of the United 
States. Still they will be enormous. Germany will not make 
any investment for some years. This is a country which is 
especially noted for its mines and plantations. The inexperi- 
ence of the Germans in these matters is such as to discourage 
them from investing here. The Americans have the mines prac- 
tically to themselves. The railroads which they control make 
the Americans the industrial dictators of Mexico. As to rail- 
roads, the United States is without competition. Germany can 
only hope to make profitable investments in Mexico when the 
country becomes ready for farmers. This will be when the 
Americans have all the mineral resources in an advanced stage 
of development. The investments of France and England will 
be made in the mines principally. Both these countries have 
had interests in the mines of Mexico a long time, and their 
experience is such that they: cat compete with the United 
States to a certain degree.” 


New Mexican Railway. 

Philip C. Hanna, United States Consul-General at Monterey, 
Mexico, reports the completion of the San Pedro-Paredon branch 
of the Mexican Central Railway, extending from Monterey to 
Torreon. The first trains were run over this division on Decem- 
ber 2. The completion of this branch gives Monterey another 
direct railway connection with the United States, and will be 
an advantage to Northern Texas, and in fact to all eof the West- 
ern part of the United States. By the completion of this road 
the port of Tampico, on the Gulf of Mexico, is connected with 
the main line of the Mexican Central by way of Monterey, 
which will be an advantage to New York shippers desiring to 
use a part water route for their freights bound for the Western 
part of Mexico. i 

It is understood that within a short time through trains 
from the United States will be running into Monterey by this new 
route. The Mexican Central is one of the great systems of 
railroads in Mexico; it is well built, well managed, and splen- 
didly equipped with American locomotives and cars. Through 
trains now run from the Northern cities of the United States 
to Mexico City over the main line. 

He is informed that the Mexican Central Company has 
given an order for 2.000 new freight cars, which are being 
built in the United States, and that they have also given an 
order for 86 locomotives. 














36 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


HOW TO WIN TRADE. 


United States Consul McKellip, of Magdeburg, Germany, 
in a recent report says: 

“ Numerous inquiries have come to this consulate from per- 
sons and firms in various sections of the United States as to 
the opportunity for trade in this market and the best methods 
to be applied for the introduction of American goods. The 
names of many firms in different lines of business have been 
supplied in response to such requests, and circulars, when re- 
ceived, have been freely distributed. It is, however, a fact that 
circulars printed in English have but little effect. Compara- 
tively few dealers here read or understand English. The Ger- 
mans are essentially a conservative people, and are not likely 
to change long-established methods unless it is clearly shown 
to be to their advantage to do so, and this must be established 
by practical illustration—cheapness, combined with superior 
quality, being the important factors. Attempts to introduce 
American goods into this market by means of circulars printed 
in English meet with little, if any, success. The most effective 
way to reach the people here is by means of reliable agents or 
salesmen, who are familiar with the language and to some 
extent with the habits and wants of the people. Patience and 
perseverance, with tact and good humor in commending their 
wares, and not too much ‘spread eagleism,’ will make for suc- 
cess. While the Germans are slow to make new departures, 
they are so eminently practical that when convinced of the 
superior quality, utility and cheapness of an article they do 
not hesitate to adopt it, and then the manufacturers produce 
an imitation of it for home consumption and put it upon the 
market as the genuine American article.” 


Hints to Buyers. 


In ordering chemicals it is always a safe plan to specify 
bP. & W., the goods manufactured by the old and honorable 
house of Powers & Weightman of Philadelphia leaving nothing 
to be desired in any regard. 

We commend the attention of our readers to the adver- 
tisement of the progressive house of Mulford which appears 
in the present issue. This concern have been a material factor 
in extending the trade of the pharmacists, and our readers 
should make it a point to carry the Mulford goods in stock. 

The special offer on Eskay’s Albumenized Food made by 
Smith, Kline & French Company, of Philadelphia, should be 
interesting to our readers, as it represents business at a profit 
to them. By addressing the house full particulars may be 
obtained. 

The advertisement of Percy G. Williams, of 6 Barclay 
street, New York, will be found on the back cover of this issue. 
This concern manufactures an extensive line of electro-thera- 
peutic articles, amongst which is medical batteries. By writing 
for catalogue No. 12 a comprehensive idea of the line may be 
obtained. 

Ammonol may be obtained in the ordinary powder form and 
in combination with other agents, as may be seen by referring 
to the advertisement of the Ammonol Chemical Company of 
New York, which appears in this issue. Ammonol has taken a 
permanent place in the materia medica and grows steadily 
in popularity. 

We commend the attention of our readers to the machine cut 
corks of Justus Brauer & Son, of 248 North Front street, 
Philadelphia. This concern enjoys an enviable reputation in 
point of quality of goods, full count, inside prices and prompt 
delivery. Our readers are perfectly safe in dealing with this 
old reliable house. 

We notify our readers to address the Fischer Chemical 
Importing Company, of 14 Platt street, New York, for interest- 
ing literature on a line of German chemicals. Druggists who 
take a pride and find a profit in keeping the prescription desk 
to the fore, will do well to keep themselves posted about this 
important line. ° 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


Impervious wood boxes may be obtained from any wholesale 
druggist by specifying the quotation “Mt. Washington.” This 
line igs manufactured by the Mt. Washington Box Company, of 
811 Atlantic avenue, Boston, Mass. The boxes are made in 
black walnut and in silver poplar, and run from %4-ounce size 
to 16-ounce. They are very sightly, strong and light, and the 
covers fit with the desired snugness. 


One of the oldest proprietary articles in the market is 
Brown’s Bronchial Troches, manufactured by John I. Brown 
& Son, of Boston, Mass. It fs a notable fact that whereas other 
similar remedies have come and gone this one remains to the 
present day a very popular seller. It is something which is 
sold all over the world, and should be carried in stock by every 
wide awake druggist. 

We commend the attention of our readers to the advertise- 
ment of the Puffer Mfg. Company, of 44 Portland street, Boston, 
Mass. This is the time of the year when the druggist has to 
consider the all important question of ways and means for the 
forthcoming soda water season. The goods of this house are 
characterized by originality, convenience, artistic designs and 
moderate prices. ' 

The provident druggist who is now making his arrange- 
ments for the soda water season of 1904 will do well to consider 
the announcement of the American Carbonate Company, of 424 
East Nineteenth street, New York, which appears in this issue. 
the liquid carbonic acid gas manufactured by this concern 
represents the maximum of purity, a point of great importance 
to the dispenser who is careful about pleasing his soda water 
customers. 

White wood syringe boxes, and all forms of fancy wood 
boxes used in the drug trade, may be abtained from Henry 
H. Sheip Mfg. Company, of 529 Columbia avenue, Philadelphia. 
Buyers would do well to get samples and quotations from this 
house before placing orders. One of the points upon which the 
concern have built this great business is prompt delivery, a. 
feature of the utmost importance to the manufacturer seeking 
a market. 

A point of interest to the drug trade will be the change in 
policy of the William Radam Microbe Killer Company, of 121 
Prince street, New York. Hitherto this concern have sold only 
through individual agents in towns, but now they announce 
that in future they will sell to the drug trade at large, trusting 
to the appreciative co-operation of that body. The goods may 
now be obtained from any wholesale druggists and without any 
restrictions whatever. In addition to this an extensive adver- 
tising campaign has begun which should result in an increased 
demand. 

Write for literature on Crystallose to A. Klipstein & Co., 
of 122 Pearl street, New York. This product, which is being 
advertised to physicians as a boon to diabetics, should be inter- 
esting to our readers. Another point of interest to them should 
be the Carmel Soap, marketed by the same concern and manu- 
factured in the Holy Land. This article represents material 
advantages over the old method of cutting cakes from a bar. 
It is presented in neat milled cakes, a dozen in a box, and 
experience has shown that the purchaser of castile soap will 
buy the original package when it is offered. The advertisement 
of the house will be found in this issue. 

C. F. Boehringer & Soehne, 7 Cedar street, New York, who 
are well known as the largest manufacturers of Sulphate of 
Quinine and Hydrochlorate of Cocaine, will issue their Calendar 
on the Bark and Quinine statistics early this month. This 
calendar is of great interest to the large buyers of Quinine, as 
it gives the exact dates of the Cinchona Bark sales at Amster- 
dam and London, where all the Quinine makers buy their 
bark. The Calendar also gives interesting statistics on the 
Cinchona bark shipments from Java for the past ten years, 
and the unit paid at the monthly auction sales. Write them 
for a copy, mentioning the AMERICAN Drugeist. A descriptive 
price list of Boehringer’s chemicals. will be mailed to every 
druggist on application to C. F. Beehringer & Soehne, 7 Cedar 
street, New York City. 




















